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BILL SUMMARY

e Generally prohibits universities and colleges from purchasing, leasing, renting, or
chartering buses to transport students or employees unless the buses are equipped
with occupant restraining devices (seat belts) for all passengers.

e Allows buses that currently are owned by universities and colleges and are not
equipped with seat belts to transport students or employees indefinitely, and allows
a university or college to rent or charter a bus that does not have seat belts if the
company providing the bus owned it before the bill's effective date.

e Authorizes the Director of Public Safety to approve a course in remedial driving
instruction that is conducted entirely by video teleconferencing or the Internet under
certain circumstances.

CONTENT AND OPERATION
University or college buses
(R.C. 4513.264)

The bill establishes requirements for passenger occupant restraining devices (seat
belts) on buses used by universities or colleges to transport students and employees; the
requirements are based primarily on whether the university or college owns the bus in
question. The bill defines "university or college" to include state and private
universities and colleges located in the state that have a certificate of authorization from
the Board of Regents, community colleges, university branches, and technical colleges.



Under the bill, a university or college generally is prohibited from purchasing,
leasing, renting, or chartering a bus and using that bus to transport students or
employees of that university or college unless the bus is equipped with a seat belt for
every passenger seating position. However, a university or college may continue
indefinitely to use buses that it currently owns that are not equipped with seat belts to
transport students or employees of that university or college. The bill also allows a
university or college to rent or charter a bus that is not equipped with seat belts if the
bus that is provided for the use by the school was owned by the rental or charter
company before the bill's effective date.

The bill does not establish penalties for violation of any of its provisions.
Remedial driving instruction

(R.C. 4510.037 and 4510.038)

Under current law, an adult may undertake a remedial driving course for several
reasons, including being required by a court as a condition for the return of full driving
privileges (R.C. 4510.02, not in the bill), to reduce the points charged against the
person's driving record, or as a condition of being eligible to retain a license in
connection with a grant of limited driving privileges or to have driving privileges
reinstated. The Director of Public Safety must approve the remedial driving courses.

Current law requires that any course of adult remedial driving instruction the
Director of Public Safety approves must require its students to attend at least 50% of the
course in person. The Director is specifically prohibited from approving any course of
remedial driving instruction that permits its students to take more than 50% of the
course in any other manner, including via video teleconferencing or the Internet.

Notwithstanding the current prohibition described above, the bill authorizes the
Director to approve a course of remedial instruction that permits students to take the
entire course via video teleconferencing or the Internet if the course is managed by a
person who is admitted to the practice of law in the state of Ohio and whose principal
place of business is in this state.

Additionally, under current law, many motor vehicle offenses require the
assessment of points against a driver's license (R.C. 4510.036, not in the bill). When the
number of points in a two-year time period equal 12 or more, a person's driver's license
is subject to suspension. Current law grants a two-point credit on one's driver's license
following completion of an approved remedial driving class under certain
circumstances. In accordance with the current law governing credits on a person's
driving record, the bill requires the Registrar to approve a two-point reduction upon
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receiving an application with a certificate or other proof of completion of an approved

course.
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