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ACT SUMMARY 

Uniformed services and overseas absent voting 

 Permits a uniformed services or overseas voter to request absent voter's ballots by 

electronic mail or through Internet delivery, if such delivery is offered by the board 

of elections or the Secretary of State. 

 Permits a uniformed services or overseas voter to specify that the voter would like to 

receive absent voter's ballots through the Internet, and requires the board of 

elections to send those ballots by electronic mail or, if Internet delivery is offered by 

the board of elections or the Secretary of State, through Internet delivery.1 

                                                 
* This version updates the effective date of the act. 

1 R.C. 3511.02, 3511.021, and 3511.04. 
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 Permits a uniformed services or overseas voter to use the declaration accompanying 

a Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot to apply to register to vote simultaneously with 

the submission of the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot. 

 Specifies that if the declaration is received later than 30 days before an election, the 

declaration is to be considered an application to register to vote for all subsequent 

elections. 

 Requires a board of elections to accept the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot for all 

elections and for all federal, state, or local offices and for all ballot questions and 

issues.2 

 Permits the Governor directly, or by delegation to the Secretary of State, to prescribe, 

by emergency order or rule, a special procedure or requirement as may be necessary 

to facilitate absent voting by absent uniformed services voters or overseas voters 

who are directly affected by armed conflicts or other emergencies that make 

substantial compliance with the federal Uniformed Oversees Citizen Absentee 

Voting Act impossible or impracticable. 

 Requires the Secretary of State to take reasonable steps to provide absent uniformed 

services or overseas voters with timely notice of any such special procedure or 

requirement.3 

 Adds daughters-in-law and sons-in-law to the list of family members who are 

permitted to request an absent voter's ballot for a uniformed services or overseas 

voter.4 

 Expands the list of individuals who are eligible to vote uniformed services and 

overseas absent voter's ballots in Ohio beyond those required under federal law.5 

 Specifies that an individual who moves out of Ohio to another country does not lose 

the person's residence in Ohio for the purpose of voting.6 

 Permits an American citizen who was born in another country and who has never 

resided in Ohio to vote in Ohio if the person's parent or legal guardian resided in 

                                                 
2 R.C. 3511.14. 

3 R.C. 3511.15. 

4 R.C. 3511.02. 

5 R.C. 3511.01 and 3511.011. 

6 R.C. 3503.02. 
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Ohio for at least 30 days prior to leaving the United States and the person has not 

established residency in another state. 

 Specifies that the voting residence of such a person must be considered to be the last 

place of residence of the person's parent or guardian immediately before the parent 

or guardian left the United States.7 

 Specifies that, if an address that is considered to be the voting residence of such a 

person ceases to be recognized as a residential address, the board of elections must 

assign an address to the person for voting purposes.8 

 Eliminates a provision of existing law establishing a separate application process for 

members of the organized militia on duty in Ohio to apply for absent voter's ballots, 

and instead permits them to apply for, and vote, uniformed services and overseas 

absent voter's ballots.9 

 Requires a board of elections that receives an application for absent voter's ballots 

under the general Absent Voting Law to treat the applicant as having applied for 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots, if it is apparent to the board 

that the absent voter is a uniformed services or overseas voter.10 

 Requires a uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballot to be submitted for 

mailing not later than 12:01 a.m. at the place where the voter completes the ballot, on 

the date of the election.11 

 Specifies that a uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballot that is received 

within 10 days after the election is eligible to be counted if the voter signed the 

identification envelope by the deadline for mailing, regardless of whether the 

envelope is postmarked, contains a late postmark, or contains an illegible postmark. 

 Eliminates a provision of current law that prohibits a uniformed services or overseas 

absent voter's ballot that is received after the election from being counted if it is 

postmarked using a postage meter.12 

                                                 
7 R.C. 3503.02, 3511.01, 3511.02, and 3511.011. 

8 R.C. 3503.02. 

9 R.C. 3509.021, 3509.03, 3509.04, and 3511.01, and repeal of R.C. 3509.031. 

10 R.C. 3509.10. 

11 R.C. 3511.09. 

12 R.C. 3511.11. 
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 Requires the board of elections of each county to prepare an election notice for each 

precinct, at least 100 days before the day of a regularly scheduled election, that 

identifies the ballot questions and issues and all federal, state, and local offices that 

the board expects to be on the ballot at that election. 

 Requires the election notice to contain instructions on how a uniformed services or 

overseas absent voter may indicate on the federal write-in absentee ballot the voter's 

choice for each office and issue expected to appear on the ballot. 

 Permits a uniformed services or overseas voter to request a copy of the election 

notice, and requires a board of elections that receives such a request to send the 

notice by facsimile transmission, electronic mail, or regular mail, as the voter 

requests. 

 Requires the board of elections to update the election notice with the certified 

candidates for each office and the ballot questions and issues as soon as the form of 

the ballot is certified, and requires the board to make that notice publicly available. 

 Requires a board of elections that maintains an Internet web site to make the election 

notice and updated versions of the election notice regularly available on that web 

site.13 

Online voter registration 

 Repeals a provision of Am. Sub. H.B. 194 of the 129th General Assembly that would 

have permitted individuals to register to vote or update their voter registration 

information online through the Internet.14 

Use of Social Security number for election purposes 

 Requires an individual who uses the individual's Social Security number for election 

purposes to provide the last four digits of that number, instead of the full nine 

digits, as required by Am. Sub. H.B. 194 of the 129th General Assembly.15 

 

                                                 
13 R.C. 3511.16. 

14 Repeal of R.C. 3503.20. 

15 R.C. 3503.14, 3503.19, 3503.28, 3505.18, 3505.183, 3509.021, 3509.03, 3509.04, 3509.05, 3511.02, 3511.05, 

and 3511.09. 
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 Declares an emergency with respect to the prior provision, to ensure that voters are 

not disenfranchised by a temporary change from four digits to nine digits due to the 

interaction between Am. Sub. H.B. 194 and this act.16 

 Specifies that any part of a Social Security number of an elector or an applicant for 

voter registration is not a public record.17 

Process for casting a provisional ballot without identification 

 Eliminates a provision of Am. Sub. H.B. 194 of the 129th General Assembly that 

would have permitted a voter who does not have identification at the polling place 

to provide identification to the board of elections before the close of the polls. 

 Requires a provisional voter to provide identification, or one of the following, at the 

time the person casts a provisional ballot, for that ballot to be eligible to be counted: 

the last four digits of the elector's Social Security number, the elector's driver's 

license number, or the elector's state identification card number.18 

 Eliminates a provision of Am. Sub. H.B. 194 of the 129th General Assembly that 

would have required a provisional voter's Social Security number to be verified with 

the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, and instead requires the board of elections to compare 

the information received from the provisional voter with the voter's information 

statewide voter registration database.19 

Required fields on absent voting ballot envelopes 

 Prohibits an absent voter's ballot from being accepted or counted, if the 

identification envelope statement of voter does not contain the voter's printed 

name.20 

Technical corrections 

 Eliminates a reference to an elector voting a provisional ballot because the election 

officials determine that the elector is not affiliated with the political party whose 

ballot the elector wishes to vote, since Am. Sub. H.B. 194 of the 129th General 

                                                 
16 Sections 3 and 4 of the act. 

17 R.C. 3501.13. 

18 R.C. 3505.18 and 3505.183. 

19 R.C. 3505.18 and 3505.183. 

20 R.C. 3509.07. 
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Assembly repealed the provisions of law permitting an elector to be challenged 

based on party affiliation.21 

 Corrects two sections of law that specify the deadline for requesting an absent 

voter's ballot in person to reflect the deadline recently established in Am. Sub. H.B. 

194 of the 129th General Assembly.22 

 Updates several sections of the Revised Code to reflect the versions of those sections 

recently enacted by Am. Sub. H.B. 194 of the 129th General Assembly.23 
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21 R.C. 3505.181. 

22 R.C. 3509.03 and 3511.02. 

23 R.C. 3511.02, 3511.04, and 3511.14. 


