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BILL SUMMARY

e Requires a county recorder to attend and successfully complete at least 15 hours of
continuing education courses during the first year of the recorder's term of office,
and at least another eight hours of continuing education courses each year of the
remaining term.

e Requires a county recorder, for subsequent terms of office, to attend and
successfully complete at least eight hours of continuing education courses in each
year of a subsequent term of office.

e Requires the Ohio Recorders' Association to approve continuing education courses,
administer the continuing education requirements, and to send a list to the Auditor
of State of the courses and number of hours each county recorder has successfully
completed.

e Requires that the Association issue an informational "failure to complete notice" to
any county recorder who fails to successfully complete the required number of
hours of continuing education courses.

e Requires the board of county commissioners to approve, from money appropriated
to the county recorder, a reasonable amount requested by the county recorder to
cover the recorder's costs of continuing education.



CONTENT AND OPERATION
Continuing education requirements for county recorders

The bill requires a county recorder who is newly elected to a full term of office to
attend and successfully complete at least 15 hours of continuing education courses
during the first year of the recorder's term of office, and to complete at least another
eight hours of those courses each year of the remaining term. If elected to a subsequent
term of office, the bill requires the county recorder to attend and successfully complete
at least eight hours of continuing education courses in each year of that subsequent
term of office.! In 86 counties, county recorders are elected for a term of four years.?
(See COMMENT, below, regarding Summit and Cuyahoga counties.)

Approval of continuing education courses

To be counted toward the continuing education hours, a course must be
approved by the Ohio Recorders' Association. (According to its web site, the Ohio
Recorders' Association is composed of a president, vice president, treasurer, and
secretary, all of whom are county recorders.)> Any county recorder who teaches an
approved course is entitled to credit for the course in the same manner as if the county
recorder had attended the course. Under the bill, the Association must record and,
upon request, verify the completion of the required course work for each county
recorder and issue a statement to each county recorder of the number of continuing
education hours the county recorder has successfully completed. Each year, the
Association must send to the Auditor of State a list of the continuing education courses
and the number of hours each county recorder has successfully completed. The
Association also must provide a copy of this list to any other individual who requests
it.4

Failure to complete notices

The bill requires that the Association issue a "failure to complete notice" to any
county recorder who is required to complete continuing education courses but fails to
successfully complete:

1R.C. 317.06(A).
2R.C. 317.01, not in the bill.
3 The web site is www.ohiorecorders.com.

4R.C. 317.06(A).
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¢ At least 15 hours of continuing education courses during the first year of the
county recorder's first term of office, or a total of at least 39 hours of those courses by
the end of that term, including the 15 hours completed in the first year of the first term;

¢ At least eight hours of continuing education courses each year of any
subsequent term of office or a total of at least 32 hours of courses by the end of that
subsequent term.

The notice is for informational purposes only and does not affect any individual's
ability to hold the office of county recorder.’

Costs of continuing education

Under the bill, each board of county commissioners must approve, from money
appropriated to the county recorder, a reasonable amount requested by the county
recorder to cover the costs the county recorder must incur to meet the continuing
education requirements, including registration fees, lodging and meal expenses, and
travel expenses.®

COMMENT

The two charter counties, Summit and Cuyahoga, do not have county recorders
but do have officers who function like county recorders. Cuyahoga County has a fiscal
officer who is appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the County Executive. The
fiscal officer must "exercise all powers and perform all duties now or hereafter vested in
or imposed by general law upon county auditors and county recorders . . .."” Summit
County has an elected county fiscal officer who holds office for a term of four years.
The county fiscal officer is required to "exercise all powers now or hereafter vested in
and perform all duties now or hereafter imposed upon county auditors, county
recorders and county treasurers by general law, except where County Council changes
those duties by ordinance or resolution."® Under both charters, it appears that the fiscal
officer and county fiscal officer would have to comply with the bill's continuing
education requirements, if those requirements are, in fact, general law. Case law does
not offer much guidance regarding what comprises a general law as applied to charter

>R.C. 317.06(A).
6 R.C. 317.06(B).
7 Section 5.02, Charter of Cuyahoga County.

8 Section 4.01(2), Charter of Summit County, Ohio.
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counties, but seems to consider state statutes to be general law, without any analysis of
whether the statutes are comprehensive.
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