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BILL SUMMARY

e In the Public Records Law, expands the exclusion from the definition of "public
record" for "peace officer, parole officer, prosecuting attorney, assistant prosecuting
attorney, correctional employee, youth services employee, firefighter, EMT, and
investigator of the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCII)
residential and familial information" to include "federal law enforcement officer
residential and familial information."

e In the Public Records Law, expands the definition of "peace officer, parole officer,
prosecuting attorney, assistant prosecuting attorney, correctional employee, youth
services employee, firefighter, EMT, or investigator of the BCII residential and
familial information" to include federal law enforcement officer residential and
familial information.

e Allows journalists to obtain from public offices the actual personal residence address
of a federal law enforcement officer and the name and address of the employer of
such an officer's spouse, former spouse, or child if employed by a public office to the
same extent as they may obtain that information as it relates to the individuals
described in the first dot point.

e Expands the existing procedure for an individual described in the first dot point to
request that a public office other than a county auditor redact the address of that
individual from any record made available to the general public on the Internet to
also apply to a similar request by a federal law enforcement officer.

e Expands the existing procedure for an individual described in the first dot point to
submit a request to the county auditor to remove the name of the individual from,
and insert the individual's initials on, any record available to the public on the



Internet or a publicly accessible database and the general tax list, and general
duplicate, of real and public utility property to also apply to a similar request made
by a federal law enforcement officer.

e Expands the prohibition in current law against the county auditor charging a fee for
changing the name to the initials of a current owner who makes the request
described in the preceding dot point to also apply in regard to a federal law
enforcement officer who makes a similar request.

CONTENT AND OPERATION

Public Records Law
Exemption from Public Records Law

The bill expands the current Public Records Law exemption from the definition
of "public record" for "peace officer, parole officer, prosecuting attorney, assistant
prosecuting attorney, correctional employee, youth services employee, firefighter, EMT,
or investigator of the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCII)
residential and familial information" so that the exemption also applies to federal law
enforcement officer residential and familial information.! Similarly, the bill renames the
applicable definition for that exemption to "peace officer, parole officer, prosecuting
attorney, assistant prosecuting attorney, correctional employee, youth services
employee, firefighter, EMT, investigator of the BCII, or federal law enforcement officer
residential and familial information." The bill modifies the listing under current law of
the types of information included within that definition so that the types of information
listed also apply regarding federal law enforcement officers.

These types of information as they apply to these officers are:?

(1) The address of the actual personal residence of a federal law enforcement
officer, except for the state or political subdivision in which the officer resides;

(2) Information compiled from referral to or participation in an employee
assistance program;

(3) The Social Security number, the residential telephone number, any bank
account, debit card, charge card, or credit card number, or the emergency telephone
number of, or any medical information pertaining to, a federal law enforcement officer;

L R.C. 149.43(A)(1)(p).

2R.C. 149.41(A)(7).
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(4) The name of any beneficiary of employment benefits, including, but not
limited to, life insurance benefits, provided to a federal law enforcement officer by the
officer's employer;

(5) The identity and amount of any charitable or employment benefit deduction
made by the federal law enforcement officer's employer from the officer's compensation
unless the amount of the deduction is required by state or federal law;

(6) The name, the residential address, the name of the employer, the address of
the employer, the Social Security number, the residential telephone number, any bank
account, debit card, charge card, or credit card number, or the emergency telephone
number of the spouse, a former spouse, or any child of a federal law enforcement
officer;

(7) A photograph of a federal law enforcement officer who holds a position or
has an assignment that may include undercover or plain clothes positions or
assignments as determined by the officer's appointing authority.

The effect of these changes is that the information included in the definition as
modified by the bill is exempt from disclosure under the Public Records Law.

Journalist disclosure

The bill expands the journalist disclosure procedure set forth in existing law to
also allow journalists to use the procedure to obtain the address of the actual personal
residence of a federal law enforcement officer and to obtain the name and address of the
employer of such an officer's spouse, former spouse, or child if the officer's spouse,
former spouse, or child is employed by a public office. The procedure requires the
journalist to make and sign a written request for that information. The request must
include the journalist's name and title and the name and address of the journalist's
employer and must state that disclosure of the information sought would be in the
public interest. For purposes of this journalist disclosure provision, current law defines
“journalist" as a person engaged in, connected with, or employed by any news medium,
including a newspaper, magazine, press association, news agency, or wire service, a
radio or television station, or a similar medium, for the purpose of gathering,
processing, transmitting, compiling, editing, or disseminating information for the
general public.?

3 R.C. 149.43(B)(9).
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Definition

For purposes of the provisions described above and the other provisions in the
bill that are discussed below, the bill defines "federal law enforcement officer" as any
officer of the United States who is authorized by federal law to conduct any
investigation of, and make any arrest for, any offense against the United States in
violation of federal law.*

Redaction of a federal law enforcement officer's address

The bill expands the procedure set forth in existing law to also allow a federal
law enforcement officer (current law permits a peace officer, parole officer, prosecuting
attorney, assistant prosecuting attorney, correctional employee, youth services
employee, firefighter, EMT, or BCII investigator (hereafter "protected individual") to
make a request) to request that a public office other than a county auditor or a person
responsible for the public records of a public office other than a county auditor redact
the address of the person making the request from any record made available to the
general public on the Internet that includes "peace officer, parole officer, prosecuting
attorney, assistant prosecuting attorney, correctional employee, youth services
employee, firefighter, EMT, investigator of the BCII, or federal law enforcement officer
residential or familial information" of the person making the request. A person who
makes a request for a redaction must make the request in writing and on a form
developed by the Attorney General.’

Upon receiving a written request for a redaction pursuant to the above-described
provision, the public office or person responsible for the public records of a public office
must act within five business days in accordance with the request to redact the address
of the federal law enforcement officer making the request from any record made
available to the general public on the Internet that includes "peace officer, parole officer,
prosecuting attorney, assistant prosecuting attorney, correctional employee, youth
services employee, firefighter, EMT, investigator of the BCIL, or federal law enforcement
officer residential and familial information” of the person making the request, if
practicable. If a redaction is not practicable, the public office or person responsible for
the public office's public records must verbally or in writing within five business days
after receiving the written request explain to the federal law enforcement officer why
the redaction is impracticable.

4R.C. 149.43(A)(7), 149.45(A)(4), 319.28(C), and 319.54(H).

5R.C. 149.45(D)(1).

B Legislative Service Commission -4- H.B. 33



Except as provided in the above-described provisions and R.C. 319.28 (see
below), a public office other than an employer of a federal law enforcement officer or a
person responsible for the public records of the employer is not required to redact the
residential and familial information of the federal law enforcement officer from other
records maintained by the public office.

The bill expands the requirement in existing law that the Attorney General
develop a form to be used by a protected individual to request a redaction to also
require the Attorney General to develop a form to be used by a federal law enforcement
officer to request a redaction. This new form must include a place to provide any
information that identifies the location of the address of a federal law enforcement
officer to be redacted.®

Immunity from liability

The bill expands the immunity from liability provisions in existing law by
providing that a public office or a person responsible for a public office's public records
is not liable in damages in a civil action for any harm a protected individual or federal
law enforcement officer sustains as a result of the inclusion of that individual's or officer’s
address on any record made available to the general public on the Internet in violation
of the above-discussed provisions unless the public office or person responsible for the
public office's public records acted with malicious purpose, in bad faith, or in a wanton
or reckless manner or the acts or omissions of an employee of a political subdivision
were manifestly outside the scope of the employee's employment or official
responsibilities or civil liability is expressly imposed upon the employee by a section of
the Revised Code.”

Request to remove name from Internet and the general tax list, and general
duplicate, of real and public utility property

The bill expands the procedure in current law to also allow a federal law
enforcement officer (current law permits a protected individual to make a request) to
submit a written request by affidavit to the county auditor requesting the county
auditor to remove the name of the federal law enforcement officer from any record
made available to the general public on the Internet or a publicly accessible database
and the general tax list, and general duplicate, of real and public utility property and
insert the initials of the federal law enforcement officer on that record or database and
the general tax list and general duplicate as the name of the federal law enforcement

6 R.C. 149.45(D)(2), (3), and (4).

7R.C. 149.45(E)(2).
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officer that appears on the deed. Upon receiving such a written request by affidavit, the
county auditor must act within five business days in accordance with the request to
remove the name of the officer from that record or database and the general tax list and
general duplicate and insert the initials of the officer on the record or database and the
general tax list and general duplicate, if practicable. If the removal and insertion is not
practicable, the county auditor must verbally or in writing within five business days
after receiving the written request explain to the officer why the removal and insertion
is impracticable.?

County auditor may not charge a fee for the removal of a federal law
enforcement officer's name from the Internet and the general tax list, and
general duplicate, of real and public utility property

The bill expands current law's prohibition that prohibits a county auditor from
charging a fee when a current owner on any record made available to the general public
on the Internet or a publicly accessible database and the general tax list, and general
duplicate, of real and public utility property is a federal law enforcement officer
(current law refers to a protected individual) and is changing the current owner name
listed on that record or database and the general tax list and general duplicate to the
initials of the current owner.’
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8 R.C. 319.28(B).

9 R.C. 319.54(G)(3)(c).
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