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BILL SUMMARY

e Authorizes a municipal, mayor's, or county court to order community service in lieu
of costs for an offender who is unable to pay costs.

e Authorizes a municipal, mayor's, or county court to order an offender to pay costs in
installments if the offender will not be able to pay the costs in full when they are
due.

e If a person is charged with an offense in a common pleas, municipal, mayor's, or
county court and fails to appear to answer the charge or pleads guilty or is found
guilty and fails to pay any fine or costs, authorizes the court to provide the Registrar
of Motor Vehicles with information relative to the defendant's failure to pay any
fines or costs when due and prohibits the Registrar from accepting an application for
registration or transfer of registration of any motor vehicle owned or leased by the
defendant until the court notifies the Registrar that the fines or costs have been paid
in full.

e Requires the Registrar to prescribe forms for the notices described in the preceding
dot point, authorizes the Registrar to approve the use of other forms, and authorizes
the Registrar to require electronic transmission of the forms.

e Requires that municipal and county courts send certain fees and other money they
collect to the treasurer of the appropriate political subdivision by the 20th day of the
month following the month in which the money is collected.

e (larifies the authority of the State Highway Patrol to enforce criminal laws at
privately owned correctional facilities.



CONTENT AND OPERATION
Alternatives to full payment of costs when due

The bill authorizes a municipal, mayor's, or county court to order an offender to
perform community service in lieu of costs if at the time of sentencing or any time
thereafter the court finds that the offender is unable to pay costs. The bill also
authorizes a municipal, mayor's, or county court to order an offender to pay costs in
installments according to a schedule set by the court if at the time of sentencing or any
time thereafter the court finds that the offender will be unable to pay the costs in full
when they are due. These provisions apply notwithstanding any other provision of the
Revised Code.!

Registration block for failure to appear or to pay fine or costs

Under the bill, if a person is charged with an offense and either fails to appear in
court at the required time and place to answer the charge or pleads guilty to or is found
guilty of the offense and fails within the time allowed by the court to pay any fine or
costs imposed by the court, the court may enter information relative to the person's
failure to pay the fine or costs on a form prescribed or approved by the Registrar under
the bill (see below) and send the form to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles. Upon receipt
of the form, the Registrar must take any measures necessary to ensure that neither the
Registrar nor any deputy registrar accepts any application for the registration or
transfer of registration of any motor vehicle owned or leased by the person. However,
for a motor vehicle leased by the person, the Registrar may not implement this
requirement until the Registrar adopts procedures for that implementation under R.C.
4503.39. The block on registration or transfer of registration remains in effect until the
tine or costs are paid in full. When the fine or costs are paid in full, the court must
inform the Registrar of the payment on a notice of payment form prescribed or
approved by the Registrar under the bill (see below) and sending the form to the
Registrar.?

The bill requires the Registrar to prescribe the forms to be used for a notice of a
failure to pay fines or costs and a notice of payment of fines or costs and make them
available to municipal, mayor's, county, and common pleas courts. It also authorizes
the Registrar to approve the use of other forms and to require that any of the forms be
transmitted to the Registrar electronically. If the Registrar requires electronic

1R.C. 1901.44(A), 1905.202(A), and 1907.25(A).

2R.C. 1901.44(B), 1905.202(B), 1907.25(B), 2947.09(A), and 4503.39.
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transmission, the Registrar need not give effect to any form that is not transmitted
electronically.?

Remittance of computerization fees and other money

Existing law authorizes a municipal or county court to impose additional fees for
the filing or docketing of certain actions to support computerization of the court or the
court clerk's office. The court must send the additional fees to the treasurer of the
appropriate political subdivision for deposit into a separate fund. The bill specifies that
the court must remit the fees collected to the appropriate treasurer by the 20th day of
the month following the month in which they are collected.*

The bill also requires that all costs, fees, fines, bail, and other money collected by
a municipal or county court clerk be disbursed to the proper persons on or before the
20th day of the month following the month in which they are collected and that all costs
and fees set forth in a county court's regular fee schedule or collected by a county court
judge for performing a marriage ceremony be transmitted to the county's general fund
by the 20th day of the month following the month in which they are collected.’

Authority of Highway Patrol in privately owned prisons

The bill specifies that the Superintendent of the State Highway Patrol and State
Highway troopers have the same authority to enforce the criminal laws in a privately
owned correctional facility that houses Ohio inmates in Ohio as it does in a state-owned
correctional facility if the private facility is being operated under an agreement with the
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.®
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3R.C. 1901.44(C), 1905.202(C), 1907.25(C), and 2947.09(B).
4R.C. 1901.261(A)(2) and (B)(1) and 1907.261(A)(2) and (B)(1).
5R.C. 1901.31(F), 1907.20(C), and 1907.26.

6 R.C. 5503.02(A).
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