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BILL SUMMARY 

 Prohibits the Division of Liquor Control from issuing, renewing, or transferring the 

ownership or location of a retail liquor permit if the applicant for the permit or 

transfer has violated the Liquor Control Law, including the law governing liquor 

permits, and rules adopted under that Law. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Prohibition on the issuance of a retail liquor permit for liquor law violations 

The bill prohibits the Division of Liquor Control from issuing, renewing, or 

transferring the ownership or location of a retail liquor permit if the applicant for the 

permit or transfer has violated the Liquor Control Law, including the law governing 

liquor permits, and rules adopted under that Law.1 

Current authority to refuse issuance or transfer of a retail liquor permit 

Current law establishes additional circumstances under which the Division of 

Liquor Control may, and in certain cases must, refuse to issue or renew a retail liquor 

permit application, refuse to transfer a retail liquor permit, or refuse to transfer the 

location of a retail liquor permit.  For example, the Division may refuse to issue, transfer 

the ownership of, or renew, and must refuse to transfer the location of, any retail liquor 

permit if it finds that the applicant: 

(1)  Has been convicted at any time of a crime that relates to fitness to operate a 

liquor establishment;  

                                                 
1 R.C. 4303.292(G). 
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(2)  Has operated liquor permit businesses in a manner that demonstrates a 

disregard for the laws, regulations, or local ordinances of Ohio or any other state; 

(3)  Has misrepresented a material fact in applying to the Division for a permit; 

or  

(4)  Is in the habit of using alcoholic beverages or dangerous drugs to excess, or is 

addicted to the use of narcotics.2 

The above provisions also apply to any partner, member, officer, director, or 

manager of an applicant, or, if the applicant is a corporation or limited liability 

company, any shareholder owning 5% or more of the applicant's capital stock in the 

corporation or any member owning 5% or more of either the voting interests or 

membership interests in the limited liability company.3 

In another example, the Division of Liquor Control may refuse to issue or 

transfer the ownership of, and must refuse to transfer the location of, any retail liquor 

permit if it finds either of the following:  

(1)  That the place for which the permit is sought is so situated with respect to 

any school, church, library, public playground, or hospital that the operation of the 

liquor establishment will substantially and adversely affect or interfere with the normal, 

orderly conduct of the affairs of those facilities or institutions; or 

(2)  That the number of permits already existent in the neighborhood is such that 

the issuance or transfer of location of a permit would be detrimental to and 

substantially interfere with the morals, safety, or welfare of the public.  In reaching a 

conclusion in this respect, the Division must consider, in light of the purposes of the 

Liquor Control Law, the character and population of the neighborhood, the number and 

location of similar permits in the neighborhood, the number and location of all other 

permits in the neighborhood, and the effect the issuance or transfer of location of a 

permit would have on the neighborhood.4 

In one final example, the Division must refuse to issue, renew, or transfer the 

ownership or location of a retail liquor permit if the applicant has been found to be 

                                                 
2 R.C. 4303.292(A)(1). 

3 R.C. 4303.292(A)(1). 

4 R.C. 4303.292(B). 
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maintaining a nuisance under Ohio's Nuisance Law at the premises for which the 

issuance, renewal, or transfer of ownership or location of the retail permit is sought.5 
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5 R.C. 4303.292(F). 


