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BILL SUMMARY
e Creates the Ohio Bed Bug Infestation Task Force.

e Requires the Task Force to study the problem of bed bug infestations in Ohio and
submit to the Governor and certain officers of the General Assembly a report
addressing specified issues related to bed bug infestations.

CONTENT AND OPERATION
Overview — Ohio Bed Bug Infestation Task Force

The bill creates the Ohio Bed Bug Infestation Task Force. The Task Force must
study the problem of bed bug infestations in Ohio and submit a report to the Governor
and certain officers of the General Assembly addressing issues related to bed bug
infestations.!

Membership

The Task Force is to have 15 persons, six of whom are state government agency
representatives. The six government agency representatives are:?

--The Director of Health or the Director's designee, who shall serve as the Task
Force's chairperson;

--An employee of the Department of Aging, appointed by the Director of Aging;

1 R.C. 3701.67(A) and (C).

2 R.C. 3701.67(A).



--An employee of the Department of Agriculture, appointed by the Director of
Agriculture;

--An employee of the Department of Commerce, appointed by the Director of
Commerce;

--An employee of the Department of Development, appointed by the Director of
Development;

--An employee of the Department of Job and Family Services, appointed by the
Director of Job and Family Services.

The remaining nine members are to be appointed by the Governor with the
advice and consent of the Senate in accordance with the following:3

--One must represent the pest control industry;
--One must represent boards of health of city or general health districts;
--One must represent environmental protection groups;

--One must represent tenants of residential dwelling units that are rented or
leased;

--One must represent colleges or universities located in Ohio;
--One must represent the lodging industry;
--One must represent the pesticide production and manufacturing industry;

--Two must represent the interests of owners of residential dwelling units that
are rented or leased.

Appointments to the Task Force must be made not later than 60 days after the
bill's effective date. Task Force members are to serve at the pleasure of their appointing
authorities and vacancies are to be filled in the manner provided for original
appointments. Members are to serve without compensation, except to the extent that
serving is considered part of their regular duties of appointment.*

3R.C. 3701.67(A).

4R.C. 3701.67(A).
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Meetings and administrative support

The bill requires the Task Force to meet at the call of the chairperson. During the
period before submission of the report the Task Force must complete (see "Study and
report,” below), the Task Force is required to meet at least once each calendar year
quarter beginning with the quarter in which original appointments to the Task Force
are made. After the report's submission, the Task Force must meet when the
chairperson determines a meeting is necessary.>

The bill requires the Department of Health to provide meeting space, staff
services, and technical assistance required by the Task Force in carrying out its duties.®

Study and report

The Task Force must study the problem of bed bug infestations in Ohio and
submit a report to the Governor and certain officers of the General Assembly (see
"Submission procedure,” below).” The report must be submitted not later than one
year after original appointments to the Task Force are made.®

Content
The report must, at a minimum, contain all of the following:’

(1) An analysis of the impact that bed bug infestations have on vulnerable
populations;

(2) An analysis of the roles and responsibilities governmental entities have
assumed in controlling bed bugs, the procedures governmental entities employ to
control bed bugs, and the deficiencies that may exist with respect to the roles and
responsibilities assumed and the procedures employed;

(3) A description of best practices used to control bed bugs in communities in
Ohio and other jurisdictions;

(4) Recommendations regarding all of the following:

5R.C. 3701.67(B).
6 R.C. 3701.67(B).
7R.C. 3701.67(B).
8 R.C. 3701.67(C).

9 R.C. 3701.67(C).

B Legislative Service Commission -3- S.B. 39



--How to most effectively monitor and track bed bug infestations;

--How to most effectively and safely use chemicals or other substances to control
bed bugs;

--How local boards of health can most effectively assist statewide and
community efforts, if any, to control bed bugs, including the boards' roles in
enforcement of laws and ordinances;

--Which governmental entities should be required to enforce laws and
ordinances pertaining to controlling bed bug infestations;

--Whether additional legislation needs to be enacted to control bed bug
infestations.

Relative to the recommendation on how to most effectively and safely use
chemicals or other substances to control bed bugs, the bill requires the Task Force to
consult with federal officials regarding the chemicals and other substances that are
available and safe for use in controlling bed bugs. If appropriate, the Task Force must
assist the Director of Agriculture in applying to the administrator of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for an emergency exemption from the
provisions of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act.'® Among other
things, this statute authorizes states to use a pesticide for an unregistered use for a
limited time if the federal EPA determines that emergency conditions exist (see
COMMENT, below).!!

Submission procedure

When submitting the report, the Task Force must use the procedure specified
under existing law governing the submission of reports, recommendations, and similar
documents to the General Assembly.!? Pursuant to this procedure, the report must be
submitted to the President of the Senate, the Senate Minority Leader, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the House Minority Leader, and the Director of the

10 R.C. 3701.67(D). The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act is codified in 7 U.S.C. 136 et
seq.

11 Section 18 of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, codified in 7 U.S.C. § 136p; see also
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act -- Emergency
Exemptions from Registrations (last visited Feb. 3, 2011), available at <http://www.epa.gov/oecaagct/
lfra.html#Emergency Exemption from Registrations (Section 18s)>.

12R.C. 101.68 (not in the bill) and 3701.67(C).
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Legislative Service Commission (LSC)."* LSC is then required to include the report on a
list LSC provides each month to all Senate and House members.!

Exemption from sunset requirements

The bill exempts the Task Force from review by the Sunset Review Committee
established under Ohio's Sunset Review Law.!®

Under the Sunset Review Law, most agencies (i.e., state boards, commissions,
committees, and councils) are automatically terminated four years after they are
established unless they are continued by new legislation recommended by the Sunset
Review Committee. The Committee is responsible for reviewing agencies according to
a schedule set forth in the law except for agencies that are specifically exempt from the
law.1

COMMENT

State officials have already sought an emergency exemption from the provisions
of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to allow for the limited
residential use of the pesticide, Propoxur, to combat bed bug infestations in Ohio.
Correspondence from the state officials and others related to the exemption request are
in the appendices to the final report and recommendations issued by the Ohio Bed Bug
Workgroup organized by the Ohio Department of Health in early 2010. The final report
and recommendations are available at: <http://www.odh.ohio.gov/ASSETS/8179ED9A
742C4A48BB35D6A140A321DB/2011%200hio %20Bed %20Bug%20Workgroup%20Report.pdf>.
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13R.C. 101.86(B) (not in the bill).
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15 R.C. 3701.67(E).
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