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BILL SUMMARY

e (larifies that the prosecuting attorney of a county is the legal adviser of all tax-
supported public libraries in the county and must prosecute and defend all suits and
actions that any tax-supported public library directs or to which it is a party.

CONTENT AND OPERATION
Prosecuting attorney as legal adviser of tax-supported libraries

The bill clarifies that the prosecuting attorney of a county is the legal adviser of
all tax-supported public libraries in the county and must prosecute and defend all suits
and actions that any tax-supported public library directs or to which it is a party.

Under existing law, the prosecuting attorney of a county is the legal adviser of
"the board of county commissioners, board of elections, and all other county officers
and boards, including all tax-supported public libraries," and must prosecute and
defend all suits and actions that "any such officer or board directs or to which it is a
party."! Pietrangelo v. Sandusky Library, a federal case in the United States District Court
for the Northern District of Ohio,? disqualified the Erie County Prosecuting Attorney
from representing the Sandusky Library because the library was not a county board
under this language.

Under the bill, the prosecuting attorney is the legal adviser of "the board of
county commissioners, board of elections, all other county officers and boards, and all

1 R.C. 309.09(A).

2 Case No. 3:09CV2560, 2010 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 58747 (2010).



tax-supported public libraries," and must prosecute and defend all suits and actions that
"any such officer, board, or tax-supported public library directs or to which it is a party."®
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