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BILL SUMMARY 

 Requires each public children services agency and private child placing agency that 

receives temporary custody of a child to exercise due diligence to identify and 

provide notice to all adult grandparents and other adult relatives of the child, 

including any adult relatives suggested by the parents, within 30 days of the child's 

removal from the custody of the child's parents in accordance with federal law. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Temporary custody of a child 

Existing law provides that, after a complaint, petition, writ, or other document 

initiating an alleged or adjudicated abused, neglected, or dependent child case is filed 

with the court and upon the filing or making of a motion by the court or any party, the 

court may issue a temporary order for the taking of the child into custody pending the 

outcome of the adjudicatory and dispositional hearings.1  A child may be placed in 

shelter care prior to the implementation of the court's final order of disposition if shelter 

care is required to protect the child from immediate or threatened physical or emotional 

harm, because the child is a danger or threat to one or more other persons and is 

charged with violating a provision of Ohio law that may be violated by an adult, 

because the child may abscond or be removed from the jurisdiction of the court, 

because the child has no parents, guardian, or custodian or other person able to provide 

supervision and care for the child and return the child to the court when required, or 

because an order for placement of the child in shelter care has been made by the court.2  

                                                 
1 R.C. 2151.33(B)(1)(b). 

2 R.C. 2151.31(C)(1), not in the bill. 
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If a child is taken into custody and placed in shelter care, the public children services 

agency or private child placing agency with which the child is placed in shelter care 

must file or make a motion before the end of the next day immediately after the date on 

which the child was taken into custody and, at a minimum, must request an order for 

temporary custody.3 

Each public children services agency and private child placing agency that 

receives temporary custody of a child must maintain in the child's case record written 

documentation that it has placed the child, to the extent that it is consistent with the 

best interest, welfare, and special needs of the child, in the most family-like setting 

available and in close proximity to the home of the parents, custodian, or guardian of 

the child.4   

The bill requires that the public children services agency or private child placing 

agency exercise due diligence to identify and provide notice to all adult grandparents 

and other adult relatives of the child, including any adult relatives suggested by the 

parents, within 30 days of the child's removal from the custody of the child's parents, in 

accordance with 42 U.S.C. 671(a)(29) (federal requirement that the state exercise due 

diligence to identify and provide notice to all adult grandparents and other adult 

relatives of the child regarding the child's removal from the custody of the child's 

parents).5 

Background on public children services agencies, private child placing 
agencies, and shelter care 

Private child placing agency 

A private child placing agency means any association that is certified under Ohio 

law to accept temporary, permanent, or legal custody of children and place the children 

for either foster care or adoption.6 

Public children services agency 

A public children services agency means a county children services board, a 

county department of job and family services, or a private or government entity 

designated by a board of county commissioners to serve as a child support enforcement 

                                                 
3 R.C. 2151.33(C)(2). 

4 R.C. 2151.33(F). 

5 R.C. 2151.33(F). 

6 R.C. 2151.011(A)(3), not in the bill. 
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agency, a county department of job and family services, a public children services 

agency, a county department of job and family services and one other of those county 

family service agencies, or all three of those county family service agencies.7 

The duties of a public children services agency include but are not limited to 

(1) making an investigation concerning any child alleged to be an abused, neglected, or 

dependent child, (2) entering into agreements with the parent, guardian, or other 

person having legal custody of any child, or with the Department of Job and Family 

Services, Department of Mental Health, Department of Developmental Disabilities, 

other department, any certified organization within or outside the county, or any 

agency or institution outside Ohio, having legal custody of any child, with respect to 

the custody, care, or placement of any child, or with respect to any matter, in the 

interests of the child, provided the permanent custody of a child is not transferred by a 

parent to the public children services agency without the consent of the juvenile court, 

(3) accepting custody of children committed to the public children services agency by a 

court exercising juvenile jurisdiction, (4) providing such care as the public children 

services agency considers to be in the best interests of any child adjudicated to be an 

abused, neglected, or dependent child the agency finds to be in need of public care or 

service, and (5) acquiring and operating a county children's home, establishing, 

maintaining, and operating a receiving home for the temporary care of children, or 

procuring certified foster homes for this purpose.8 

Shelter care 

"Shelter" means the temporary care of children in physically unrestricted 

facilities pending court adjudication or disposition.9 
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7 R.C. 5153.01(A) and 5153.02, not in the bill. 

8 R.C. 5153.16(A), not in the bill. 

9 R.C. 2151.011(A)(51), not in the bill. 


