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BILL SUMMARY 

 Requires the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services to adopt rules governing 

the use of the Federal Parent Locator Service by the Office of Child Support. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Federal Parent Locator Service 

The bill requires the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), after 

it receives guidance from the United States Department of Health and Human Services 

(DHHS) regarding the coordination of the use of the Federal Parent Locator Service 

(FPLS) between the states and the federal Office of Child Support Enforcement, to adopt 

rules governing the use of the FPLS by ODJFS's Office of Child Support and how 

information contained within the FPLS will be provided to public children services 

agencies. 

The FPLS is a computerized network of information operated by the federal 

Office of Child Support Enforcement and developed in coordination with states, 

employers, federal agencies, and the judiciary.  The FPLS was expanded significantly by 

the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996.1  It 

includes the National Directory of New Hires, the Federal Case Registry, the Multistate 

Financial Institution Data Match, and the Federal Offset Program.  In addition, the FPLS 

has access to other sources of information such as the Internal Revenue Service, Social 

Security Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, Department of Defense, 

National Security Agency, and Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

                                                 
1 Public Law No. 104-193. 
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Due to the confidential nature of the information contained in the FPLS, its use 

was initially limited to assisting states in locating noncustodial parents for matters 

relating to establishing parentage, child support, custody, and visitation.  The Adoption 

and Safe Families Act of 19972 authorized child welfare agencies to request information 

from the FPLS for the purpose of locating individuals who may have parental rights to 

a child, but the FPLS could not be used to locate other relatives.  More recently, federal 

law expanded the permissible uses of the FPLS to include assisting states in carrying 

out their child welfare responsibilities.3  DHHS adopted a regulation, effective 

December 30, 2010, that, among other things, requires states to have procedures in place 

for using the FPLS for that purpose.4 
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2 Pub. L. 105-89. 

3 Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008, Pub. L. 110-351 (42 United 

States Code 453(j)(3) and 454(8)). 

4 45 Code of Federal Regulations 303.70. 


