
 

Ohio Legislative Service Commission 
Bill Analysis Jennifer Stump 

 
 
 

S.B. 183 
129th General Assembly 

(As Introduced) 

 
Sens. Tavares, Turner 

BILL SUMMARY 

 Exempts certain community schools that enroll students receiving behavioral health 

services from the requirement to permanently close for poor academic performance. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

The bill exempts certain community ("charter") schools serving students with 

behavioral health problems from the requirement to permanently close when they meet 

statutory criteria for poor academic performance (see "Background" below).  This 

exemption applies to any community school in which a majority of the students either: 

(1)  Are disabled students receiving special education and related services (as in 

current law); or 

(2)  Have been diagnosed with a behavioral health problem and are receiving 

behavioral health services from an agency licensed or certified by the Department of 

Mental Health, the Department of Job and Family Services, or the Department of 

Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services. 

It is possible that students with behavioral health problems may qualify for 

special education services, thereby making a community school serving those students 

eligible for the existing exemption.  But the bill expands the exemption to apply to 

community schools that primarily enroll behaviorally challenged students who do not 

qualify for special education services or that enroll a combination of special education 

students and behaviorally challenged students.1 

                                                 
1 R.C. 3314.35. 
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Background 

Under continuing law, when a community school meets specified criteria for 

poor academic performance, it must permanently close at the conclusion of the school 

year in which it first meets those criteria.  The current closure criteria, which replaced 

less stringent standards as of July 1, 2011, are shown in the table below.  The first 

schools subject to these criteria will close following the 2011‐2012 school year.2 

Community School Closure Criteria 

Type of school Closure criteria 

A school that does not offer a grade 
higher than 3 

Has been in academic emergency for two of the three 
most recent school years 

A school that offers any of grades 4 to 
8 but no grade higher than 9 

(1) Has been in academic emergency for two of the 
three most recent school years and (2) showed less 
than one standard year of academic growth in reading 
or math for at least two of the three most recent school 
years 

A school that offers any of grades 10 
to 12 

Has been in academic emergency for two of the three 
most recent school years 

 

A community school currently is exempt from the closure requirement if a 

majority of the school's students (1) are enrolled in a dropout prevention and recovery 

program that has a waiver from the Department of Education or (2) are disabled 

students receiving special education.3  The performance ratings assigned to a 

community school for its first two years of operation do not count toward whether the 

school meets the closure criteria.4 
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2 R.C. 3314.35(A)(2) and (B), as amended by Am. Sub. H.B. 153 of the 129th General Assembly. 

3 R.C. 3314.35(A)(3). 

4 R.C. 3314.012(B), not in the bill. 


