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Young, Batchelder 

BILL SUMMARY 

School safety drills 

 Requires the principal or director of each public or private school to conduct (1) if 

the school has smoke detectors or a sprinkler system, six school fire drills and three 

school safety drills each year, or (2) if the school does not have smoke detectors or a 

sprinkler system, nine fire drills and three safety drills each year. 

 Requires the principal or director to conduct one additional "theoretical" safety drill 

during the school year for faculty and staff. 

 Adds rapid evacuation procedures to school safety drills. 

 Requires safety drills that include student participation to (1) be conducted in 

conjunction with the local police chief or similar chief law enforcement officer, (2) be 

conducted pursuant to the school's emergency management plan, and (3) for at least 

one of the three safety drills, involve a scenario where students are secured in the 

school building rather than rapidly evacuated. 

 Requires the principal or director to conduct at least one fire drill or one safety drill 

during each month of the school year. 

                                                 
* This analysis was prepared before the report of the Senate Education Committee appeared in the Senate 

Journal. Note that the list of co-sponsors and the legislative history may be incomplete. 
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 Permits a school's principal or director to determine the exact date and time that 

each drill will be conducted and to conduct a fire drill and a safety drill during the 

same month of the school year. 

 Requires a school's principal or director to provide certification by mail, facsimile, or 

electronic submission of the date and time that each safety drill was conducted 

during the previous school year and that each drill will be conducted during the 

current school year. 

Physical restraint or seclusion 

 Requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules that establish a policy and 

standards for the implementation of positive behavior intervention supports and the 

use of physical restraint or seclusion on students. 

 Requires each school district, community school, science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics (STEM) school, and college preparatory boarding school to comply 

with the policies and standards adopted by the State Board. 

Cleveland Pilot Project Scholarship program 

 Qualifies a private school that is located within the boundaries of a school district 

that is adjacent to the Cleveland Municipal School District to enroll students under 

the Cleveland Pilot Project Scholarship. 

Reimbursement to Old Fort Local School District 

 Makes an appropriation for the Old Fort Local School District's costs related to the 

transfer of the Bettsville Local School District. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Background on school fire and safety drills 

Current law requires the principal or director of each public or private school 

that has an average daily attendance of 20 or more students to conduct fire drills. Fire 

drills must be held at least nine times during the school year. Schools must also provide 

for tornado drills.1 Although the statute does not specify how many tornado drills must 

                                                 
1 R.C. 3737.73(A) and (B). 
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be conducted in a school year, a rule of the State Fire Marshall requires a tornado drill 

once each month whenever school is in session between April 1 and July 31.2  

In addition, the principal or director of each public or private school must 

conduct a school safety drill. A school safety drill must instruct students in procedures 

to follow in situations where students must be secured in their building (rather than 

evacuated), such as a threat to the school involving terrorism, a person in possession of 

a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance on school property, or other act of violence. At 

least one safety drill must be conducted each year on or before December 1.3 The 

principal or director of each school must then provide written certification of the date 

and time that the required safety drill was conducted to the police chief or similar law 

enforcement officer by December 5 of each year.4 

The bill makes several changes to the current law regarding school fire and 

safety drills. 

School fire drills 

Under the bill, if a public or private school has smoke detectors or a sprinkler 

system in all classroom buildings of the school, the principal or person in charge of that 

school must conduct at least six fire drills during the school year.5 However, if the 

school does not have smoke detectors or a sprinkler system in each classroom building, 

the principal or director must conduct at least nine fire drills during the school year, 

which is the number of fire drills prescribed by current law for all schools. 

Additionally, if the school does not have smoke detectors or a sprinkler system, 

the principal or director may choose to combine the nine required fire drills with the 

three required safety drills, so long as at least one of the safety drills provides a scenario 

where students are secured in the building rather than evacuated (see "School safety 

drills" below).6 

School safety drills 

The bill requires the principal or director of each public or private school to 

conduct at least three school safety drills during the school year, as well as one 

                                                 
2 Ohio Administrative Code 1301:7-7-04(I)(2)(d). 

3 R.C. 3737.73(D). 

4 R.C. 3737.73(D)(2)(b). 

5 R.C. 3737.73(A). 

6 R.C. 3737.73(F). 
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additional "theoretical" safety drill for faculty and staff.7 The three safety drills that 

require student participation must be conducted in conjunction with the local police 

chief, similar chief law enforcement officer, sheriff, or a designee from the local law 

enforcement agency.8 Meanwhile, the bill specifies that the theoretical safety drill does 

not need to include student participation and may be conducted at the annual training 

session for faculty and staff regarding safety drills.9 

The bill also broadens the scope of safety drills to include instruction in 

procedures to follow where students must rapidly evacuate a building, as well as those 

where students must be secured in their building as under current law. However, at 

least one of the three safety drills that include student participation must still include a 

scenario where students are secured in the building rather than evacuated.10 

All safety drills must be conducted pursuant to the school's emergency 

management plan, which each school is required to adopt, submit, and continually 

update under current law.11 

Notice of safety drills 

The bill modifies the safety drill certification that each principal or director must 

submit to the police chief or similar law enforcement officer by December 5 of each 

year. Rather than certifying the one safety drill required under current law, the bill 

requires that the certification must include the date and time for both (1) the safety 

drills that were conducted during the previous school year and (2) each drill that will be 

conducted during the current school year. It also permits the certification to be provided 

by facsimile or electronic submission, in addition to by mail as under current law.12 

Timing of fire drills and safety drills 

Under the bill, the principal or director of each school must conduct at least one 

fire drill or one safety drill during each month of the school year. Additionally, the bill 

specifically permits the principal or director to conduct a fire drill and a safety drill 

during the same month, as well as to determine the exact date and time that each drill 

                                                 
7 R.C. 3737.73(D)(1)(a) and (b). 

8 R.C. 3737.73(D)(1)(a). 

9 See R.C. 3737.73(D)(3), unchanged by the bill. 

10 R.C. 3737.73(D)(1)(a) and (F). 

11 R.C. 3737.73(D)(1)(c). See also R.C. 3313.536, not in the bill. 

12 R.C. 3737.73(D)(2)(b) and (D)(4). 
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will be conducted.13 Therefore, at least one type of drill must be conducted each month 

of the school year, but the exact date and time of each drill is left to the discretion of the 

school's principal or director, who may also choose to conduct both a fire drill and a 

safety drill in the same month, if desired. 

Rules on positive behavior intervention and physical restraint or seclusion 

The bill requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules that establish a 

policy and standards for the implementation of positive behavior intervention supports 

and the use of physical restraint or seclusion on students.14 It also requires each school 

district, community school,15 science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 

school,16 and college preparatory boarding school17 to comply with the policies and 

standards adopted by the State Board.18 

Background 

In 2013, the State Board of Education adopted an administrative rule that does all 

of the following: 

(1) Requires each city, local, exempted village, joint vocational, or cooperative 

education school district or educational service center that operates a school or 

educational program to implement positive behavior intervention and supports on a 

system-wide basis;19 

(2) Prohibits school personnel at a district or educational service center from 

engaging in specific types of restraint, corporal punishment, child endangerment, 

deprivation of basic needs, seclusion or restraint of preschool children, chemical 

restraint, mechanical restraint, aversive behavioral interventions, and seclusion in a 

locked room or area; 20 

                                                 
13 R.C. 3737.73(E). 

14 R.C. 3319.46. 

15 R.C. 3314.03. 

16 R.C. 3326.11. 

17 R.C. 3328.24. 

18 R.C. 3319.46. 

19 Ohio Administrative Code (O.A.C.) 3301-35-15(B). 

20 O.A.C. 3301-35-15(C). 
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(3) Specifies when physical restraint or seclusion may be used.21 

Cleveland Pilot Project Scholarship 

The bill qualifies a private school that is located within the boundaries of a school 

district that is adjacent to a pilot project school district (currently only the Cleveland 

Municipal School District) to receive scholarship payments from parents of students 

who receive the Cleveland Pilot Project Scholarship. Under current law, a private school 

must be located within the boundaries of a pilot project school district to accept and 

enroll a student under a Cleveland scholarship. 

Background 

The Pilot Project Scholarship Pilot Program provides scholarships to attend 

alternative schools, including private schools, and tutorial assistance grants to certain 

students who reside in any school district that is or has been under a federal court order 

requiring supervision and operational management of the district by the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. Currently, only the Cleveland Municipal School 

District meets this criterion. The program has been authorized since 1995. It is financed 

partially with state funds and partially with an earmark of Cleveland's state payments. 

Reimbursement to Old Fort Local School District 

The bill appropriates $200,900 to be used by the Old Fort Local School District for 

reimbursement of classroom repairs, textbook purchases, and other associated costs 

attributed to the transfer of Bettsville Local School District after the closure of the 

district.22 

HISTORY 

ACTION DATE 
  
Introduced 05-28-13 
Reported, H. Education 12-11-13 
Passed House (97-0) 03-19-14 
Reported, S. Education  --- 
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21 O.A.C. 3301-35-15(D) and (E). 

22 Sections 3 and 4. 


