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BILL SUMMARY 

 Specifies that on the days in which absent voter's ballots are available for use in 

person, those ballots must be available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. through 

4:30 p.m. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

The bill specifies that on the days in which absent voter's ballots are available for 

use in person, those ballots must be available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 

through 4:30 p.m.1 

The continuing statute requires absent voter's ballots to be available for use in 

person beginning on the first day after the close of voter registration before the election 

and ending on the Friday before the day of the election, except that the deadline for a 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter to cast absent voter's ballots in person is the 

close of the polls on the day of the election (see COMMENT 1).2 However, this law is not 

being enforced because of a federal court order (see COMMENT 2). 

COMMENT 

1. R.C. 3509.01, as it appears in the bill, has since been amended by S.B. 109 and 

S.B. 238 of the 130th General Assembly. The bill must be updated in order to reflect the 

current version of that section. 

                                                 
1 R.C. 3509.01(B)(3). 

2 R.C. 3509.01(B)(2), 3509.03, not in the bill, and 3511.10, not in the bill. 
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2. Under a permanent federal injunction, in-person absent voting must be 

allowed for all electors, instead of only uniformed services and overseas absent voters, 

on the Saturday, Sunday, and Monday immediately preceding Election Day.3 Because 

the bill prohibits absent voter's ballots from being available for use in person on 

Saturday and Sunday, a court might rule that the bill is unenforceable to the extent that 

it conflicts with that injunction. 
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3 Obama for America v. Husted, 2014 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 79409, Case No. 2:12-CV-00636 (S.D. Ohio June 11, 

2014). Available at moritzlaw.osu.edu/electionlaw/litigation/documents/ObamaForAmericaJudgment 

061114.pdf, accessed December 3, 2014. 


