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BILL SUMMARY 

 Permits certain advanced practice registered nurses to delegate to persons not 

otherwise authorized to do so authority to administer drugs under specified 

conditions. 

 Requires that the Ohio Board of Nursing establish standards and procedures for the 

delegation of authority to administer drugs.  

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Delegation of the authority to administer drugs 

The bill allows an advanced practice registered nurse (APRN) to delegate to a 

person not otherwise authorized to administer drugs the authority to administer a drug 

to a specified patient if certain conditions are met.1 The APRN must be a clinical nurse 

specialist, certified nurse-midwife, or certified nurse practitioner and hold a certificate 

to prescribe issued by the Ohio Board of Nursing. 

Under current law, physicians are authorized to delegate the authority to 

administer drugs.2 Registered nurses and licensed practical nurses may delegate the 

authority to administer drugs in limited circumstances. These include: (1) delegating to 

medication aides employed in nursing homes or residential care facilities the authority 

to administer prescription drugs to residents and (2) delegating to personnel providing 

                                                 
1 R.C. 4723.48(C). 

2 R.C. 4731.053, not in the bill. 
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certain services to individuals with developmental disabilities the authority to 

administer oral and topical medications and insulin in specified locations.3 

Conditions on APRN delegation 

Prior to delegating the authority to administer a drug, the bill requires that the 

APRN assess the patient and determine that the drug is appropriate for the patient.4 The 

APRN must also determine that the person to whom the authority will be delegated has 

met the condition of having successfully completed education based on a recognized 

body of knowledge concerning drug administration and demonstrated to the person's 

employer the knowledge, skills, and ability to administer the drug safely. The 

delegation must be in accordance with standards and procedures established in rules 

adopted by the Board. 

Authority to administer a drug 

Under the bill, a person is authorized to administer a drug only if the following 

conditions are satisfied: 

(1) The drug will be administered to a specified patient; 

(2) The authority to administer the drug is delegated to the person by an APRN 

described in the bill; 

(3) The drug is listed in the formulary established by the Board for APRNs with 

authority to prescribe drugs and is not a controlled substance or to be administered 

intravenously; 5 

(4) The drug is to be administered at a location other than a hospital inpatient 

care unit, a hospital emergency department, or a freestanding emergency department; 

(5) The person has successfully completed education based on a recognized body 

of knowledge concerning drug administration and demonstrates to the person's 

employer the knowledge, skills, and ability to administer the drug safely; 

(6) The person's employer has given the APRN access to documentation, in 

written or electronic form, showing that the person has successfully completed the 

                                                 
3 R.C. 4723.67 and 5123.42. 

4 R.C. 4723.48(C). 

5 R.C. 4723.50. 
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required education and demonstrates to the employer the knowledge, skills, and ability 

required by the bill; 

(7) The APRN is physically present at the location where the drug is 

administered.6 

Standards and procedures for delegation 

The bill requires that the Board establish standards and procedures for 

delegation of the authority to administer drugs.7 
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6 R.C. 4723.488. 

7 R.C. 4723.48(C) and 4723.50(B)(8). 


