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BILL SUMMARY 

 Requires that an individual's identity be verified before a controlled substance or 

tramadol may be sold at retail to the individual. 

 Specifies the forms of identification that are acceptable for use in verifying the 

purchaser's identity. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

Verification of identity for retail sales of certain drugs 

The bill requires a licensed terminal distributor of dangerous drugs, which is 

generally a pharmacy, to verify the identity of a prospective purchaser of a controlled 

substance or a drug containing tramadol before the product is sold. The requirement 

applies in the case of retail sales.1 

Tramadol is no longer a controlled substance under Ohio or federal law. It is 

marketed in the United States under the trade name Ultram and is used for the 

treatment of moderate to moderately severe pain.2 

Forms of identification 

The bill specifies the forms of identification that are acceptable for use in 

verifying the purchaser's identity. These forms of identification include the following:3 

                                                 
1 R.C. 4729.553(A). 

2 U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, Office of Diversion Control. Tramadol, August 29, 2013, 

accessible at: <http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_chem_info/tramadol.pdf>. 
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(1) A valid state or federally issued identification card that bears a photograph of 

the purchaser. 

(2) A document that serves as an acceptable form of identification for 

employment purposes pursuant to federal regulations,4 including, among other 

documents, a United States passport, an alien registration receipt card or permanent 

resident card, a foreign passport with a temporary I-551 stamp, or a military 

identification card. These are the same documents that may be used under federal law 

when purchasing pseudoephedrine products.5 

(3) Any other form of identification that has been authorized by the State Board 

of Pharmacy in rules the bill permits the Board to adopt. 6 
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3 R.C. 4729.553(A)(1) to (3). 

4 8 Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) 247a.2(b)(1)(v), as referenced in the bill; 8 C.F.R. 274a.2(b)(1)(v) is 

intended. 

5 Section 711 of the "Combat Methamphetamine Epidemic Act of 2005," 21 United States Code 

830(e)(1)(A)(iv)(I)(aa). 

6 R.C. 4729.553(B). 


