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BILL SUMMARY 

 Generally grants the Director of Agriculture exclusive authority to regulate invasive 

plant species in Ohio, including the identification of invasive plant species and 

establishment of prohibited activities regarding them, and authorizes the Director to 

adopt rules for that purpose. 

 Does both of the following with regard to specified activities for the regulation of 

wetlands: 

--States that nothing in the bill precludes the Director of Environmental 

Protection from continuing to consider the existence of invasive plant species 

when performing the specified activities, including using a list of invasive plant 

species compiled by that Director; and 

--Requires the Director of Environmental Protection, upon the taking effect of 

any rules adopted by the Director of Agriculture under the bill, to use the list of 

invasive plant species established in those rules when conducting the specified 

wetlands activities. 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

The bill grants the Director of Agriculture sole and exclusive authority to 

regulate invasive plant species in Ohio, including the identification of invasive plant 

                                                 
* This analysis was prepared before the report of the House Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Committee and appeared in the House Journal. Note that the list of co-sponsors and the legislative 
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species and establishment of prohibited activities regarding them, with one exception 

discussed below. The Director may adopt rules in accordance with the Administrative 

Procedure Act to administer the regulation of invasive plant species.1 

The bill then states that nothing in it precludes the Director of Environmental 

Protection from continuing to consider the existence of invasive plant species when 

evaluating applications and permits for impacts to or mitigation and monitoring of 

wetlands that are subject to regulation under the Water Pollution Control Law and rules 

adopted under it, including using a list of invasive plant species compiled by that 

Director. However, upon the taking effect of any rules adopted by the Director of 

Agriculture under the bill, the Director of Environmental Protection must use the list of 

invasive plant species established in those rules when conducting the activities related 

to wetlands described above.2 

Under the bill, invasive plant species are plant species that are not native to Ohio 

whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or 

harm to human health as determined by scientific studies, but do not include cultivated 

plants grown as food or livestock feed in accordance with generally accepted 

agricultural practices, including all plants authorized by the Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service in the U.S. Department of Agriculture.3 
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1 R.C. 901.50(B). 

2 R.C. 901.50(C). 

3 R.C. 901.50(A). 


