
FAQ - HVDB 

 

Do the affidavits have to say "swear"?  The wording can be changed to “Affirm” or “Attest” if 

needed based on an exemption. 

 

Can my son/grandson who's under 18 works in the kennel and show you around if he's here when 

you inspect?  We ultimately need consent from the owner in order to enter onto the property.   

We also need to be accompanied by a designated person responsible for responding to our 

inspection findings during our inspection. 

 

If we have plastic flooring with holes in it (greenhouse floor) do we still need a solid resting 

surface?   Possibly, but we would encourage you to read the rules.  Depends on what the 

greenhouse floor looks like.  It has to meet the regulatory requirements.  

 

Other questions referred to the use of resting mats and visual barriers.  Refer to rules. 

 

What about a background check?  This is explained in the application process.  The requirement 

is based on the statute. 

 

Surety bond information, who do I call, where do I start?  Refer to application.  (ODA is not 

promoting these companies; however these are the only companies we are currently aware of). 

Habrun’s Ins. 1-800-340-3767, Trent Ins. Group Eric McFarren 330-683-0855, XINSURANCE 

801-304-5565, Kalmanson Ins. 407-645-5000 

 

Where are fingerprinting locations?  An Attorney General web-check location link will be 

available on the ODA/CDB webpage. 

 

Will I still be inspected by my county, the USDA and the ODA now?  Yes where applicable; 

depending on whose jurisdiction you fall under. 

 

Will the USDA and ODA programs eventually become one?  No; not that we envision. 

 

Will I have to license with USDA and Ohio both?  Not necessarily; but maybe.  Our definition is 

different than USDA’s definition.   We suggest you check with USDA on their definition. 

 

If I’m not Ohio HVDB do I have to license with USDA?  Check with USDA for their definition. 

 

Do HVDB still need licensed by county?  Check with your County Auditor – It is the County 

Prosecutor who interprets ORC 955. 

 

Will you tell USDA that I’m a breeder?  ODA License is public record. 

 

What is the ODA dog tag and where can I get one?  If you are USDA licensed we are okay with 

the use of those tags.  County tags will work as well.  At this point in time, there are no “ODA 

tags”. 

 



Will Ohio supply Kennel Records documents that you say we need to keep?  No, but perhaps in 

the future based on the need and rules.  You are still expected to maintain 

records/documentation. 

 

Will you contact us when we can apply for license?  Yes, rules go into effect 10/10/2013 and 

packets are available.  You can get information off our website or call Candice if you cannot 

access the web. 

 

Will there be a notice of annual renewal for the licenses?  Yes 

 

Why 9 litters, and sell 60 or more adult dogs or puppies?  Good question – not sure why those 

numbers were decided but this is how the law reads and this is what we will enforce. 

 

Can I get reimbursed if I license, then do not hit the 9 litters/60 puppies?  No it’s non-refundable 

 

What does my vet need to know?  We will have the vet’s name from your high volume breeder 

application. We will be holding a meeting with these veterinarians in order to update them.  We 

also encourage you to share the rules with your vet. 

 

Brucellosis Test- is this going to be done yearly, or on a as- come- into- kennel basis?  We are in 

the process of developing a Brucellosis Program Template that will be presented to you and your 

veterinarian in the near future.   

 

What does ODA expect to see as far as records are concerned?  We are going to expect that you 

keep records based on requirements outlined in the regulations.   

 

Will you be showing up un-announced and what are the procedures when someone is not home?  

We will conduct inspections during normal business hours.  If you are not home we will leave 

notification and return another day. 

 

If I am not an existing facility and want to build a new kennel when must it be completed?    This 

is a big concern being that winter is approaching.  If you are a HVDB you must be licensed.  We 

will work with people to become licensed.  This will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Is use of wood in kennel construction ok, being that it is a hard surface?  No wood is porous, and 

therefore cannot be sanitize as needed. 

 

Will you provide a Vet Care Plan Guideline or Template?  Yes.  

 

Will the Inspection form be available to producers?  Yes a copy of the completed form will be 

made available at the exit interview.  The inspection form follows the rules. 

 

Where can I find information?  On the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA)/Commercial Dog 

Breeder (CDB) webpage; or by calling ODA, or from your Inspectors. 

 


