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The Conference Committee recommends the bill as passed by the Senate with the following changes: 
 

 
Topic 

House 
Version 

Senate 
Version 

Conference Committee 
Recommendation 

Charitable instant bingo 
organizations  

No applicable provision. No applicable provision. Defines "charitable instant 
bingo organization" as an 
organization that is exempt 
from federal income taxation 
under subsection 501(a) and 
described in subsection 
501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code and is a 
charitable organization as 
defined in R.C. 2915.01.  A 
"charitable instant bingo 
organization" does not include a 
charitable organization that is 
exempt from federal income 
taxation under subsection 
501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code that is created by 
a veteran's organization or a 
fraternal organization in regards 
to bingo conducted or assisted 
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by a veteran's or fraternal 
organization pursuant to section 
2915.13 of the Revised Code. 

Conduct of certain types 
of bingo on the premises of 
a D liquor permit holder 

Authorized a licensed charitable 
organization to conduct certain 
types of bingo on the premises 
of a D liquor permit holder 
under an agreement with the 
permit holder to conduct those 
types of bingo on behalf of the 
organization subject to certain 
conditions.  (R.C. 4301.03(B) and 
4303.17.) 

Except for veteran's 
organizations and fraternal 
organizations under certain 
circumstances, prohibits the 
playing of bingo, schemes of 
chance, and games of chance, 
whether or not a charitable 
organization conducts the 
bingo, game, or scheme, in 
premises where beer or 
intoxicating liquor is sold for 
on-premises consumption.  (R.C. 
2915.04(C) and (D), 2915.13, 
4301.03, and 4303.17.)   

Does not contain the provisions 
of the House version or the 
Senate version's prohibition 
against playing bingo, schemes 
of chance, and games of chance 
in premises where beer or 
intoxicating liquor is sold for 
on-premises consumption.  
Removes R.C. 4301.03 and 
4303.17 from bill. 

License fees for the 
conduct of bingo, instant 
bingo at a bingo session, 
and instant bingo other 
than at a bingo session 

The fee for an initial license for 
all types of bingo generally is 
$500, and the fee that must 
accompany an annual 
application for a bingo license 
generally must be based on the 
gross annual revenues of the 
charitable organization 
involved.  Generally, a 
charitable organization whose 
gross annual revenues are 
$50,000 or less must pay a fee 
of $500 for an annual license; if 
its gross annual revenues 
exceed $50,000 but are 

The annual application fee for a 
license to conduct bingo is 
$200.  The license fee to 
conduct instant bingo at a bingo 
session or instant bingo other 
than at a bingo session is based 
upon the total of all money or 
assets received by any person or 
the charitable organization from 
the operation of instant bingo at 
a bingo session or instant bingo 
other than at a bingo session, 
during the one-year period 
ending on October 31 of the 
year immediately preceding the 

The annual application fee for a 
license to conduct bingo is 
$200.  For a charitable 
organization that previously has 
not been licensed under R.C. 
Ch. 2915. to conduct instant 
bingo at a bingo session or 
instant bingo other than at a 
bingo session, the license fee is 
$500, and the license fee for any 
other charitable organization is 
based upon the total of all 
money or assets received by any 
person or the charitable 
organization from the operation 
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exceed $50,000 but are 
$300,000 or less, the charitable 
organization must pay a fee of 
$1,500 for the license; and if its 
gross annual revenues exceed 
$300,000, the charitable 
organization must pay a fee of 
$2,500 for the license.  (R.C. 
2915.08(A)(1).) 

year immediately preceding the 
year for which the license is 
sought.  The fee is determined 
as follows:  if the total is less 
than $250,000, a fee of $500; if 
the total is $250,000 or more 
but less than $500,000, a fee of 
$1,000; if the total is $500,000 
or more but less than $750,000, 
a fee of $1,500; if the total is 
$750,000 or more but less than 
$1 million, a fee of $2,000; if 
the total is $1 million or more 
but less than $1.5 million, a fee 
of $3,500; and if the total is 
$1.5 million or more, a fee of 
$5,000.  (R.C. 2915.08(A)(1).) 

organization from the operation 
of instant bingo at a bingo 
session or instant bingo other 
than at a bingo session, during 
the one-year period ending on 
October 31 of the year 
immediately preceding the year 
for which the license is sought.  
The fee is determined as 
follows:  if the total is $50,000 
or less, a fee of $500; if the total 
is more than $50,000 but less 
than $300,001, a fee of $1,250; 
if the total is more than 
$300,000 but less than 
$600,001, a fee of $2,250; if the 
total is more than $600,000 but 
less than $1,000,001, a fee of 
$3,500; if the total is more than 
$1,000,000, a fee of $5,000.  
(R.C. 2915.08(A)(1).) 

Distributor providing 
charitable organization 
with free samples of 
instant bingo tickets or 
cards 

Prohibits a distributor from 
providing a charitable 
organization with free samples 
of instant bingo tickets or cards, 
punch boards, or seal cards.  
(R.C. 2915.081(E)(2).) 

Same as House version. Removes this prohibition from 
the bill and provides that a 
distributor may provide a 
licensed charitable organization 
with free samples of the 
distributor's products to be used 
as prizes or to be used for the 
purpose of sampling.  (R.C. 
2915.081(E)(2).)  
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Number of bingo faces 
that can be  played 

Limits the number of bingo 
faces that can be played by a 
single participant using an 
electronic bingo aid to not more 
than 144.  (R.C. 
2915.09(C)(12)(a)(i).)  

Limits the number of bingo 
faces that can be played by a 
single participant using an 
electronic bingo aid to not more 
than 54.  (R.C. 
2915.09(C)(11)(a)(i).)  

Provides that for any single 
participant, not more that 90 
bingo faces can be played using 
an electronic bingo aid or aids.  
(R.C. 2915.09(C)(11)(a)(i).) 

Using any instant bingo 
ticket as a prize or award 

Prohibits a charitable 
organization that conducts 
instant bingo from using any 
instant bingo ticket or card as a 
prize or award (except that an 
organization may give a winner 
of an instant bingo game 
additional instant bingo tickets 
in lieu of a cash prize).  (R.C. 
2915.091(A)(8).)  

Same as House version. Removes this prohibition. 

Possessing bingo supplies 
not obtained in accordance 
with R.C. Ch. 2915. 

No applicable provision. No applicable provision. Prohibits a charitable 
organization from possessing 
bingo supplies that were not 
obtained in accordance with 
R.C. Ch. 2915.  (R.C. 
2915.091(A)(17).) 

Charitable organization 
may conduct a raffle to 
raise money 

No applicable provision. No applicable provision. Permits a charitable 
organization to conduct a raffle 
to raise money for the charitable 
organization.  (R.C. 2915.092(A).)  

Regulation of "charitable 
instant bingo 
organization" 

No applicable provision. No applicable provision. Permits a charitable instant 
bingo organization to conduct 
instant bingo other than at a 
bingo session at not more than 
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five separate locations, and 
requires a charitable instant 
bingo organization that 
conducts instant bingo other 
than at a bingo session to enter 
into a written contract with the 
owner or lessor of the location 
at which the instant bingo is 
conducted to allow the owner or 
lessor to assist in the conduct of 
instant bingo.  Prohibits a 
charitable instant bingo 
organization from conducting 
instant bingo other than at a 
bingo session at a location 
where the primary source of 
retail income from all 
commercial activity at that 
location is the sale of instant 
bingo tickets.  Requires the 
owner or lessor of a location to 
pay up front for the cost of the 
deal of instant bingo tickets and 
the gross profits that would be 
earned by the owner or lessor if 
all of the instant bingo tickets 
are sold.  Also requires the 
charitable instant bingo 
organization to provide certain 
specified information to the 
Attorney General.  (R.C. 
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2915.093.) 

Regulation of owners or 
lessors of locations at 
which instant bingo is 
conducted 

No applicable provision. No applicable provision. Prohibits an owner or lessor of a 
location from assisting a 
charitable instant bingo 
organization in the conduct of 
instant bingo other than at a 
bingo session at that location 
unless the owner or lessor has 
entered into a written contract 
with the charitable instant bingo 
organization to assist in the 
conduct of instant bingo other 
than at a bingo session. 
 
Prohibits an owner or lessor 
from violating any provision of 
R.C. Ch. 2915. or permitting, 
aiding, or abetting any other 
person in violating R.C. Ch. 
2915., and prohibits the owner 
or lessor from violating the 
terms of the written contract.   
 
Provides that whoever violates  
the immediate above 
prohibitions is guilty of illegal 
instant bingo, which is 
generally a misdemeanor of the 
first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted 
of a violation of the 
prohibitions, illegal instant 
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prohibitions, illegal instant 
bingo conduct is a felony of the 
fifth degree.  Also provides that 
if an owner or lessor of a 
location knowingly, 
intentionally, or recklessly 
violates those prohibitions, any 
license that the owner or lessor 
holds for the retail sale of any 
goods on the owner's or lessor's 
premises that is issued by the 
state or a political subdivision is 
subject to suspension, 
revocation, or payment of a 
monetary penalty at the request 
of the Attorney General.  (R.C. 
2915.094.) 

Rules for standard 
contract entered into by 
charitable instant bingo 
organization and owner or 
lessor of a location 

No applicable provision. No applicable provision. Requires the Attorney General, 
by rule, to establish a standard 
contract to be used by a 
charitable instant bingo 
organization, a veteran's 
organization, or a fraternal 
organization, for the conduc t of 
instant bingo other than at a 
bingo session.  The terms of the 
contract must be limited to the 
provisions of R.C. Ch. 2915. 

Retention of records  No applicable provision. No applicable provision. Requires a charitable 
organization to keep the records 
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that it is required to maintain at 
its principal place of business in 
this state or at its headquarters 
in this state and must notify the 
Attorney General of the location 
at which those records are kept.  
(R.C. 2915.10(B).) 

Net profits for veteran's 
and fraternal 
organizations  

A charitable organization that 
conducts instant bingo must 
distribute the net profit derived 
from the conduct of instant 
bingo as follows (R.C. 
2915.101): 
 
If a veteran's organization or a 
fraternal organization conducted 
the instant bingo, the 
organization must distribute the 
net profit as follows:  (1) 50% 
must be distributed to a 
charitable organization for a 
"charitable purpose" generally 
as specified in current law or to 
a department or agency of the 
federal government, the state, or 
any political subdivision, (2) 
20% may be distributed for the 
organization's own charitable 
purposes, and (3) 30% may be 
deducted and retained by the 
organization for the 
organization.   

If a veteran's organization or a 
fraternal organization conducted 
the instant bingo, the 
organization must distribute the 
net profit as follows:  (a) a 
minimum of 50% must be 
distributed to a charitable 
organization that is described in 
subsection 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code or to a 
department or agency of the 
federal government, the state, or 
a political subdivision, (b) 20% 
may be distributed for the 
organization's own charitable 
purposes, and (c) 30% may be 
deducted and retained by the 
organization for its expenses in 
conducting the game.  If a 
veteran's organization or a 
fraternal organization does not 
distribute the full percentages 
specified in (b) above for the 
purpose specified, the balance 
of the net profit not distributed 

Provides that 15% may be 
distributed for the organization's 
own charitable purposes, and 
35% may be deducted and 
retained by the organization for 
its expenses in conducting the 
game.  (R.C. 2915.101(A).)  
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organization.  (R.C. 2915.101(A).)  of the net profit not distributed 
or retained for that purpose 
must be distributed to the 
organizations referenced in (a) 
above.  The bill also provides 
that a veteran's organization or a 
fraternal organization is not 
required to itemize the 
organization's expenses.  (R.C. 
2915.101(A).) 

Regulation of veteran's 
organizations and 
fraternal organizations 
conducting instant bingo 

No applicable provision. The bill provides that a 
veteran's organization or a 
fraternal organization 
authorized to conduct a bingo 
session pursuant to the Gaming 
Law may conduct instant bingo 
other than at bingo sessions if 
both of the following apply:  (1) 
the veteran's organization or 
fraternal organization limits the 
sale of instant bingo to ten 
consecutive hours per day for 
up to six days per week, and (2) 
the veteran's organization or 
fraternal organization limits the 
sale of instant bingo to its own 
premises and to its own 
members and invited guests.  
(R.C. 2915.13(A).) 
 
 

Additionally requires that a 
veteran's organization or 
fraterna l organization may 
conduct instant bingo if the 
veteran's organization or 
fraternal organization is raising 
money for a charitable 
organization and executes a 
written contract with the 
charitable organization.  (R.C. 
2915.13(A)(3).) 
 
Also prohibits a veteran's 
organization or fraternal 
organization that enters into a 
written contract from violating 
any provision of R.C. Ch. 2915. 
or permitting, aiding, or 
abetting any other person in 
violating any provision of that 
chapter.  (R.C. 2915.13(C).)  



Legislative Service Commission -10- Am. Sub. H.B. 512 
  Conference Committee Synopsis  

 
Topic 

House 
Version 

Senate 
Version 

Conference Committee 
Recommendation 

The bill also provides that if a 
veteran's organization or 
fraternal organization 
authorized to conduct instant 
bingo under the bill is raising 
money for another charitable 
organization, the veteran's 
organization or fraternal 
organization must execute a 
written contract with that 
charitable organization in order 
to conduct instant bingo.  That 
contract must include a 
statement of the percentage of 
the net proceeds that the 
veteran's or fraternal 
organization will be distributing 
to the charitable organization.  
(R.C. 2915.13(B).)  If a veteran's 
organization or fraternal 
organization authorized to 
conduct instant bingo under the 
bill has been issued a liquor 
permit under Chapter 4303. of 
the Revised Code, that permit 
may be subject to suspension, 
revocation, or cancellation if the 
veteran's organization or 
fraternal organization violates 
the bingo provisions of the 
Gaming Law (R.C. 2915.13(C)) . 

The veteran's organization or 
fraternal organization must give 
all required proceeds earned 
from the conduct of instant 
bingo to the charitable 
organization with which the 
organization has entered into a 
written contract.  (R.C. 
2915.13(D).)  
 
Provides that whoever violates 
R.C. 2915.13 is guilty of illegal 
instant bingo conduct, generally 
a misdemeanor of the first 
degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted 
of a violation of R.C. 2915.13, 
illegal instant bingo conduct is a 
felony of the fifth degree.  (R.C. 
2915.13(E).)   
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Special distributor and 
manufacturer records  

Requires that a distributor and a 
manufacturer include in their 
records invoices that include the 
nonrepeating serial numbers of 
all bingo cards and sheets and 
all instant bingo tickets or cards 
sold or otherwise provided to 
each licensed charitable 
organization and distributor.  
(R.C. 2915.10(E) and (F).)  

Requires that a distributor and a 
manufacturer include in their 
records invoices that include all 
instant bingo deals sold or 
otherwise provided to each 
distributor and charitable 
organization.  (R.C. 2915.10(E) and 
(F).) 

Requires that a distributor and a 
manufacturer include in their 
records invoices that include the 
nonrepeating serial numbers of 
all paper bingo cards and sheets 
and all instant bingo deals or 
cards sold or otherwise 
provided to each charitable 
organization and distributor.  
(R.C. 2915.10(E) and (F).)  

Attorney General 
recommendations  

No applicable provision. No applicable provision. Requires the Attorney General, 
on or before June 1, 2003, to 
make written recommendations 
to the House Committee on 
State Government and the 
Senate Judiciary Committee on 
Civil Justice regarding the 
conduct of charitable 
fundraising authorized by the 
bill.  (Section 8.)  

Regulation of conduct of 
instant bingo 

Prohibits a charitable 
organization that conducts 
instant bingo from conducting 
instant bingo unless the 
organization is, and has 
received from the Internal 
Revenue Service a 
determination letter that is 
currently in effect stating that 
the organization is exempt from 

Prohibits a charitable 
organization that conducts 
instant bingo from conducting 
instant bingo unless the 
organization is, and has 
received from the Internal 
Revenue Service a 
determination letter that is 
currently in effect stating that 
the organization is exempt from 

Maintains the Senate version, 
but also permits an organization 
to conduct instant bingo if the 
organization is, and has 
received from the Internal 
Revenue Service a 
determination letter that is 
currently in effect stating that 
the organization is, exempt from 
federal income taxation under 
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federal income taxation and 
described in subsection 
501(c)(3), (4), (8), (10), or (19) 
of the Internal Revenue Code.  
(R.C. 2915.091(A)(2).) 

federal income taxation and 
described in subsection 
501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, is in good 
standing in the state pursuant to 
R.C. 2915.08, and is in 
compliance with the Charitable 
Organizations Law.  (R.C. 
2915.091(A)(2).)  

subsection 501(a), is described 
in subsection 501(c)(8), 
501(c)(10), or 501(c)(19) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, and 
conducts instant bingo under 
R.C. 2915.13 may conduct 
instant bingo.  (R.C. 
2915.091(A)(2)(b).) 
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