
OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE COMMISSION 

OHIO FACTS 2008

Table of Contents
Demographics
A Snapshot of Ohio’s Population in 2006 ..................................................................1

Ohio’s Highest Population Growth Has Been Concentrated in Central and 
Southwest Ohio .........................................................................................................2

Ohio’s Population Is Aging  ........................................................................................3

Economy
Ohio’s Economy Ranks Seventh Largest among States ...........................................4

Ohio’s Per Capita Income Remains Below U.S. Average ..........................................5

Ohio Employment Growth Lags National Pace since 1996 .......................................6

Ohio’s Unemployment Rate Exceeds National Average since 2003 .........................7

Ohio Employment Continues Shifting toward Services .............................................8

Manufacturing Comprises Larger Share of Ohio Economy than That of the 
Nation ........................................................................................................................9

Ohio Relies More on Coal for Energy Needs than National Average ......................10

Ohio Ranks 8th Nationally in the Value of Exports ..................................................11

Ohio Ranks in the Top 25 Nationally in Receipts from 9 of Its 10 Leading 
Agricultural Commodities .........................................................................................12

Research and Development Incentive Programs Comprise Largest Share of 
Economic Development Assistance.........................................................................13

Ohio’s Median Home Prices Remain Below National and Regional Levels ............14

Liquor Sales Decrease at Wholesale but Continue to Rise at Retail  ......................15

State Payroll Comprises 8.6% of Total State Operating Budget in FY 2008 ...........16

Public Finances
K-12 Education Comprises Largest Share of State Spending  ................................17

State Spending Increased More Slowly in the 2000s than in the 1990s .................18

Income Tax and General Sales Tax Dominate State-Source GRF & Lottery 
Profi ts Receipts .......................................................................................................19

Ohio’s State and Local Taxes Balanced among Income, Sales, and Property ........20

Ohio Below National Average in Tax Revenue per Capita, Above National 
Average in Portion of Personal Income Paid in Taxes .............................................21

Governments in Ohio Relied More on Income Taxes Compared to Other States 
in FY 2006 ...............................................................................................................22

Commercial Activity Tax Phase-In Brings Increased Receipts ................................23



Property Taxes Account for About Two-Thirds of Local Government Tax 
Revenue ..................................................................................................................24

Growth of Property Taxes Halts As Most Tangible Personal Property Taxes 
Begin Phase-Out .....................................................................................................25

Libraries Receive the Largest Share of Distributions from Local Government 
Funds  ......................................................................................................................26

Ohio Leads Nation in Funding Public Libraries........................................................27

Motor Fuel Tax Revenue Supports State and Local Highways and Roads .............28

Ohio’s Motor Vehicle License Taxes Generated $464 Million in 2007 for Local 
Transportation Infrastructure ...................................................................................29

Public Works Commission Awarded $270 Million for Local Infrastructure and 
Conservation Projects in FY 2007 ...........................................................................30

School Facilities Commission Comprises Almost 62% of FY 2008 Expenditures 
Made from Capital Appropriations ...........................................................................31

Ohio’s Outstanding GRF-Backed Debt Registers Its First Decrease in the 
Last 20 Years ...........................................................................................................32

Ohio’s Debt Service Ratio Remains Within the Constitutional Limit ........................33

Over 53 Million Visits Made to Ohio State Parks in 2007 ........................................34

Ohio’s 5,340 Public Water Systems Serve 11 Million People Daily .........................35

K-12 Schools
Ohio’s Public School per Pupil Operating Expenditures Exceed National 
Average ...................................................................................................................36

Ohio’s Average Teacher Salary Maintains Edge over U.S. Average ........................37

School Districts Spend an Average of 78% of Their General Funds on Salaries 
and Fringe Benefi ts..................................................................................................38

Per Pupil Operating Spending Varies across Different Types of Ohio School 
Districts ....................................................................................................................39

Per Pupil Operating Revenue for Schools Increases 67% since FY 1998 ..............40

School District Property Values Vary Widely across Ohio .......................................41

State Aid Equalizes School District Revenues for State-Defi ned Basic 
Education .................................................................................................................42

Revenue Disparities Based on District Wealth Persist at the Enhancement 
Education Level .......................................................................................................43

Interdistrict Equity Improves since FY 1991 ............................................................44

Lottery Profi ts Comprise a Small Percentage of State Spending on Primary and 
Secondary Education ..............................................................................................45

School Choice Program Spending Continues to Increase ......................................46

OHIO FACTS 2008

OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE COMMISSION 



Full-Facility Fixes Completed or in Progress in 35% of Ohio School Districts .........47

Ohio Schools Show Improvement on Report Card Ratings.....................................48

Total School Enrollment Continues to Decline .........................................................49

Percentage of Ohio High School Graduates Going Directly to College Falls 
in 2004 .....................................................................................................................50

Colleges and Universities
Total Higher Education Enrollment Registered a Small Increase in FY 2008 ..........51

Higher Education Tuitions Held Flat in FY 2008 and FY 2009 ................................52

State Share of Instruction per Student Increases in FY 2007 and FY 2008 ............53

Postsecondary Educational Attainment of Young Ohioans Approaches National 
Average ...................................................................................................................54

Ohio’s Colleges and Universities Exceed National Average in the Granting of 
Bachelor’s Degrees .................................................................................................55

Health and Human Services
Aged, Blind, and Disabled Account for One-Fourth of Medicaid Caseloads but 
Three-Quarters of Service Costs .............................................................................56

Medicaid Caseload Growth Rate Jumped in Early 2000s .......................................57

Medicaid Managed Care Caseload Expands ..........................................................58

Medicaid Expenditures in FY 2007 Almost Five Times Greater than in FY 1990 ....59

Medicaid Spending Growth Has Been Concentrated in Home Care Waiver and 
Managed Care .........................................................................................................60

Over One-Third of Elderly Medicaid Long-Term Care Consumers Utilized 
PASSPORT Services in FY 2005 ............................................................................61

Three-Quarters of State MR/DD Spending in FY 2007 Was for 
Community-Based Medicaid Services .....................................................................62

State Provides Half of Total Funding for Mental Health Services ............................63

Federal Funds Account for More than Half of Child Welfare Expenditures .............64

Ohio’s Early Prenatal Care and Infant Mortality Rates Exceed the National 
Averages ..................................................................................................................65

Growth in Child Care Caseloads Varies between Two Publicly Funded Eligibility 
Groups .....................................................................................................................66

TANF Surplus Declines Rapidly from Its Peak in Federal Fiscal Year 2005 ............67

Local Workforce Investment Boards Served 487,000 Ohioans in FY 2008 .............68

Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund Balance Decreases Almost 82% 
in Nine Years ...........................................................................................................69

OHIO FACTS 2008

OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE COMMISSION 



BWC Reduces Workers’ Compensation Premium Rates for Private Employers 
for the First Time since 2001 ...................................................................................70

Justice and Public Safety Systems
Prison Population Increases ....................................................................................71

Corrections Expenditure Growth Outpaces Total GRF in 15 of the Last 20 
Years ........................................................................................................................72

Spending on Prison Medical Services Outpaces Total DRC Spending in 
Recent Years  ..........................................................................................................73

A Snapshot of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, 
July 2008 .................................................................................................................74

A Snapshot of the Ohio Department of Youth Services, July 2008 ..........................75

State Reimbursement Rate for County Indigent Defense Costs Decreases ...........76

Ohio’s Crime Rate Levels Off while Incarceration Rate Rises in Recent Years ......77

Most Crimes That Put Offenders into Prison Fall into Three Main Categories ........78

Ohio’s Judicial System At a Glance .........................................................................79

Seventy-Two Percent of New Cases Were Filed in Municipal Courts in 2007 ........80

Specialized Dockets Implemented in Ohio Courts...................................................81

A Statistical Profi le of Law Enforcement Agencies and Peace Offi cers in Ohio ......82

Ohio Permits Carrying a Concealed Handgun.........................................................83

Ohio Implements the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act ........................84

Ohio Awarded Nearly $87 Million in Federal Grants Related to Homeland 
Security in FFY 2008 ...............................................................................................85

OHIO FACTS 2008

OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE COMMISSION 



LSC 1

OHIO FACTS 2008  DEMOGRAPHICS

A Snapshot of Ohio’s Population in 2006

Population and Age Ohio United States Ohio’s Rank

Total population 11,478,006 299,398,485 7

Median age 37.6 36.4 14

Female persons 51.3% 50.8% 14

Foreign born 3.6% 12.5% 39

Persons under 5 years old 6.4% 6.8% 34

Persons under 18 years old 24.2% 24.6% 28
Persons 65 years old or over 13.3% 12.4% 15

Race and National Origin (Selected Groups)

White 84.0% 73.9% 19
Black or African-American 11.8% 12.4% 17

American Indian or Alaska native 0.2% 0.8% 46

Asian 1.5% 4.4% 32
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 2.3% 14.8% 42

Education (Persons 25 Years Old or Over)

High school graduates 86.2% 84.1% 24
College graduates 23.0% 27.0% 38

Homes and Home Life 

Number of households 4,499,506 111,617,402 7
Persons per household 2.48 2.61 33

Households with persons under 18 years 32.9% 34.6% 35

Households with persons 65 years or over 23.7% 23.2% 20

Veterans (in total population 18 years or 
over) 11.1% 10.4% 32

Now married, except separated, persons 
15 years or over 50.3% 50.4% 36

Employed (16 to 64 years of age) 70.2% 69.2% 26

Median household money income* $44,532 $48,451 32

Median family money income* $56,148 $58,526 26

Median housing value $135,200 $185,200 33

Mean travel to work (minutes) 22.1 25.0 33
Persons speaking a language other than 
English at home (age 5+) 6.2% 19.7% 39

* A household includes all the people who occupy a housing unit as their usual place of residence.  
It is possible to have a single-person household. In contrast, a family consists of a group of two or 
more individuals who reside together and who are related by birth, marriage, or adoption.

  Source:  U.S. Census Bureau  Source:  U.S. Census Bureau

Jean Botomogno, 644-7758
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Ohio’s Highest Population Growth Has Been Concentrated 
in Central and Southwest Ohio

Ohio’s Population Growth by County, 2000-2007

• From 2000 to 2007, the largest areas of population growth in Ohio were in central 
and southwest portions of the state.  Overall, 47 counties gained in population 
with an average growth rate of 5.2%.  The other 41 counties experienced a loss of 
population with an average declining rate of 3.7%.

• Thirteen counties experienced above average growth.  The population of Delaware 
County in central Ohio grew by almost 51,000 people, giving it the highest growth 
rate in the state (46.3%).  

• Eight counties experienced above average loss.  The population of Cuyahoga 
County in northern Ohio declined by almost 98,000 people, giving it the largest 
declining rate in the state (-7.0%).

• Overall, Ohio’s population grew by about 1.0% over this seven-year period from 
11.35 million in 2000 to 11.47 million in 2007.  This rate is well below the national 
average growth rate of 6.6% during the same period.

• Of Ohio’s largest cities, only Columbus (4.5%) and Cincinnati (0.3%) experienced 
an increase in population.  Akron (-4.1%), Toledo (-5.8%), Dayton (-6.2%), 
Cleveland (-8.1%), and Youngstown (-9.7%) all decreased in population.

Sources:  U.S. Census Bureau; U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research ServiceSources:  U.S. Census Bureau; U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service
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Ohio’s Population Is Aging 

• Ohio’s population is expected to continue aging in the next few decades.   The 
percentage of Ohioans age 60 to 69 is projected to increase from 7.6% in 2000 to 
12.5% in 2030.  The percentage of Ohioans age 70 or older is also projected to 
increase from 9.7% to 13.0%.

• During the same period, the percentage of Ohioans age 30 to 59 is expected 
to decrease from 41.5% in 2000 to 36.4% in 2030, a decrease of 12.3%.  The 
percentage of Ohioans age 19 or younger is also expected to decrease from 28.3% 
to 25.5%.   

• There are about 3.2 million Baby Boomers (those born between 1946 and 1964) 
in Ohio.  They accounted for 28% of Ohio’s population in 2000.  While they were 
in their prime working years (age 36 to 54) in 2000, Baby Boomers will be at least 
65 years old by 2030.  

• The median age for Ohioans was 36.2 years in 2000.  It is projected to increase to 
40.2 years in 2030.

• According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Ohio’s dependency ratio (the combined 
number of Ohioans under 20 and age 65 or older as a percentage of Ohioans age 
20 to 64) is also projected to increase from 71.3% in 2000 to 84.4% in 2030, an 
increase of 13.1 percentage points.  Comparable ratios for the U.S. as a whole are 
69.6% and 84.5%, an increase of 14.9 percentage points.

Source:  U.S. Census BureauSource:  U.S. Census Bureau

Deauna Hale, 995-0142
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