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Marian Bontempo

Jeanine Ellis

1977 Fellows

B.A. Diplomacy & Foreign Affairs
Miami University

B.S. Journalism
The Ohio State University

Business:
Ohio Department of Education
Consultant, Teacher Incentives 
     and Recognition
25 South Front Street
Columbus, OH  43215-4183
(614) 466-1788
pd_ellis@ode.state.oh.us

Victoria Belfiglio

B.A. Speech/M.A. Journalism
The Ohio State University

Business:
National Labor Relations Board
Attorney
Celebrezze Federal Building
1240 East 9th Street, Suite 1695
Cleveland, OH  44199
(216) 522-3735

“I believe my experience as an LSC 
[fellow] had a direct effect on my 
subsequent decision to attend law 
school. The experience helped me as 
a law student, because I had a clear 
understanding of the legislative process. 
My experience as an LSC [fellow] 
had an effect on my choice of careers 
within the law--that is, federal service. I 
have found I am the most comfortable 
working for the public good as a 
government employee.”

-Victoria Belfiglio

“I made several contacts in state 
government which are still beneficial 
to me. The LSC [fellowship] helped me 
explore career options in the legislative 
arena and state government.”

-Jeanine Ellis

Francine Evans

B.A. Political Science
Central State University

Jeannette (Feihel) Oxender

B.A. Psychology & Sociology
Miami University
(revised 08/20/10)
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John R. Jacobs Kathy LaVanche

B.A. Political Science
Ohio Wesleyan University

Business:
U.S. Bancorp Piper Jaffray
Managing Director
1400 IBM Building
1200 Fifth Avenue
Seattle, WA  98101-1127

B.S. Social Work
University of Dayton

“The LSC [fellowship] program was 
a great introduction to government, 
politics and terrific people.”

-Donald B. Leach, Jr.

Donald B. Leach, Jr.

B.A. Political Science 
Union College

Business:
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP 
Managing Partner
175 South 3rd Street
Columbus, OH  43215
(614) 227-4262
dleach@dinslaw.com 

City Council Member
Upper Arlington, OH
(revised 07/23/08)

Wendy Lowe

B.A. Policital Science
College of Wooster

Business:  
Government Relations Consultant

wbilek@aol.com

“The LSC [fellowship] provided the 
basis for my career.  I served ten years 
as Assistant Director of the state oil 
and gas trade association and started 
my own private lobbying firm in 
Wyoming.  The [fellowship] allowed 
me to learn the legislative process 
and establish credibility in the field of 
lobbying.”

- Wendy Lowe

“The LSC [fellowship] was a great 
experience for me even though I 
decided that I did not want a political 
career.  I went to business school after 
completing the program.”

-John R. Jacobs.
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Sue Matthews Peg O’Connell

B.A. Journalism
The Ohio State University

Deceased

B.A. History & Political Science
Marietta College

“Not only did I learn about the 
legislative process during my LSC 
[fellowship], I learned how to write 
press releases, work with constituents 
and research legislation.  These skills 
have assisted me in my work as a 
lawyer.”

-Margaret “Peggy” Isquick

Margaret “Peggy” 
(Oshuns) Isquick

M.A. Education/
Ph.D. Education
The Ohio State University

Business:
Cuyahoga County Public  
     Defender Office
Assistant Public Defender
(216) 443-3099

Susan (Perkins) Botsford

B.S. Biology
Miami University

Sarah (Schleder) Gudz

B.A. Political Science/
M.A. Public Administration
The Ohio State University

Business:
EVEREN Securities, Inc.
Stockbroker/Financial 
     Consultant
527 Newark Road
P.O. Box 396
Granville, OH  43023-0396

“As an LSC [fellow], I learned an 
incredible amount about the workings 
of state government which has served 
me well ever since.  I learned problem 
solving and sharpened my analytical 
skills.  I learned how to network.  I 
gained wonderful memories from the 
experience.”

-Susan Gudz
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John Van Doorn

B.A. Political Science
Kenyon College

Business:
Ohio Association for Justice
Executive Director
655 Metro Place South, Suite 140
Dublin, OH  43017
(614) 341-6800
JVanDoorn@OAJustice.org
(revised 05/31/11)

Kent E. Studebaker

B.A. Political Science
Miami University

Business:
Ohio State Medical Association
Director, Division of Operations
3401 Mill Run Drive
Hilliard, OH  43026
(614) 527-6762
KSTUDE@OSMA.org

“The LSC [fellowship] offers an 
excellent opportunity to experience the 
inner workings of state government.  
The program encourages both 
professional and personal growth and 
maturity.  The friendships I have made 
through the program have been long-
lasting.  There seems to be a common 
bond among participants long after the 
[fellowship].”

-Kent E. Studebaker




