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Dr. Michael Carroll

Sandra EnglishLisa Defendiefer

1997 Fellows

B.A. History & Public Relations
Xavier University

B.A. Sociology
College of Wooster

Business:
Capital Crossroads Special  
     Improvement District
General Manager
20 East Broad Street
Columbus, OH  43215
(614) 645-5064
lldefendiefer@cmhmetro.net

B.A. History
Ursuline College

J.D./M.P.A. Candidate at Cleveland  
     Marshall College of Law and  
     Maxine Goodman Levin  
     College of Urban Affairs

David Abel

B.A. Politics & Government
Ohio Wesleyan University

“I have noticed that, simply being 
a former [fellow], I have an instant 
connection and positive response from 
the many other former [fellows] with 
whom I work on a daily basis.”

-Dr. Michael Carroll

“Being a participant in the program 
has assisted in providing employment 
and educational opportunity.”

-Sandra English

Business:
University of Cincinnati
Assistant Vice President for  
     Governmental Relations
10 West Broad Street, Suite 450
Columbus, OH  43215
(614) 340-1457
(614) 935-2173 (cell)
mike.carroll@uc.edu
(revised 02/12/10)
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1997 Fellows Legislative Service Commission

Lauren Johnson

Tanya Kahl Todd Kleismit

B.A. Sociology
Kenyon College

B.A. International Studies & Spanish
The Ohio State University

B.S. Journalism
Bowling Green State University

Business:
Ohio Historical Society
Director of Government Relations
1982 Velma Avenue
Columbus, OH  43211
(614) 297-2300
tkleismit@ohiohistory.org

Melissa Kunselman

B.A. Political Science
Ohio University

Moved to Houston, TX

Kim Hess

B.A. Political Science
Bowling Green State University

Moved to California

2007 Participant in “Wife Swap,” reality 
television series
(revised 04/24/07)

“The LSC [fellowship] program was 
an excellent opportunity to enter the 
world of state politics.”

-Kim Hess
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Legislative Service Commission 1997 Fellows

Makiedah Messam

B.A. Political Science & History
Kenyon College

Scott MasticJennifer Lawless

B.S. Environmental Science
The Ohio State University

Business:
Public Finance Attorney
Tucker Ellis LLP
950 Main Ave. Suite 1100
Cleveland, OH  44113
jennifer.roth@tuckerellis.com
(revised 11/17/16)

Kristina (Menden) Mitchell

J.D. Law
University of Toledo

Business:
Lucas County Court of Common Pleas
Attorney Judicial Law Clerk
Toledo, OH

Sean McGlone

B.A. Economics
Wittenberg University

Business:
Ohio Hospital Association
Associate General Counsel and  
     Director of Health Policy
155 East Broad Street, 15th Floor
Columbus, OH  43215
(614) 221-7614
(revised 09/17/10)

B.A. Political Science
The Ohio State University

Susan (Montgomery) McDonald

B.A. Public Affairs & 
     Speech Communications
Muskingum College

Business:
Gottlieb, Johnston, Beam & Dal Ponte
Attorney
320 Main Street, P.O. Box 190
Zanesville, OH  43701
(740) 452-7555
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1997 Fellows Legislative Service Commission

Kristan Nalezny Aaron Ockerman

M.A. Public Affairs
University of Minnesota

B.A. Political Science & English
University of Dayton

Business:
President
Ockerman Consulting
(614) 581-8238
(revised 11/17/16)

Stephanie Owen

M.Ed.
Wright State University
(revised 09/17/10)

Whitney Page

B.A. Russian & Slavic Studies
West Virginia University

Business:
Majority Strategies
122 East Main Street
Columbus, OH  43215
(614) 621-1000

Jennifer Reilly

B.S. Journalism
Ohio University

Moved to Pittsburgh, PA

“The [fellowship] gives a great basic 
background of public policy, a great 
networking opportunity if you want 
to stay in state government or public 
service.”

-Susan McDonald

“The LSC [fellowship] program 
provided me with the basis of 
knowledge necessary for a career 
in the legislative process.  More 
importantly, it introduced me to the 
people who have helped me at every 
step of my career.”

-Aaron Ockerman
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Legislative Service Commission 1997 Fellows

“As one of the two first 
telecommunications [fellows] 
assigned to Ohio Government 
Telecommunications, it was a privilege 
to get a firsthand look at how the 
legislature works from ‘behind the 
camera.’ ” 

-Jacquelyn M. Shafer

Jacquelyn M. (Schrader) Shafer

B.S. Broadcast News & Journalism
Kent State University

Business:
OGT/The Ohio Channel
Producer/Director
Statehouse, Room 13
Columbus, OH  43215
(614) 728-4183
jshafer@ogtv.org

(revised 11/30/05)

“Through the LSC [fellowship], I 
not only learned about the political 
process--I experienced it.  Being 
assigned to the Ohio Senate was 
particularly advantageous--much of 
what I learned there can be applied 
to my current work in shaping public 
policy.”

-Heather L. Sidwell

Heather L. Sidwell

B.A. Communication
Denison University

Business:
National Recreation and Park 
     Association
Public Policy Associate
22377 Belmont Ridge Road
Ashburn, VA  20148

Kim (Snyder) Kivimaki

B.A. Political Science
Wittenberg University

Daniel White

B.A. Elementary Education
Ohio Wesleyan University

Courtney (Williams) WIlson

J.D. Law
University of Virginia

Business:
Winton Woods City School District
District Compliance Officer
8 Enfield Street
Cincinnati, OH  45218
(513) 619-2324
wilson.courtney@wintonwoods.org
(revised 12/19/05)
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Jason V. Young

B.S. Mass Communication
Miami University

Business:
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals
Video Editor
Philadelphia, PA

“The LSC [fellowship] gave me my 
wings after law school.  I learned 
about the day-to-day workings of the 
legislature and the political process.  In 
addition, I made many good friends 
and professional contacts with whom I 
still keep in touch.”

-Courtney Wilson

“The LSC telecommunications 
[fellowship] experience at OGT offers 
a hands-on opportunity to participate 
in every level of the production process-
-something most people in the field 
don’t get the chance to do, especially 
right out of college.  The [fellowship] 
program is an awesome jump-start to 
a rewarding career in either the public 
or private sector.  It helped me develop 
a variety of production and graphic 
skills as they relate to the television 
world and provided an opportunity to 
work on a myriad of projects!”

-Jason V. Young

1997 fellows took a moment for a “photo op” following a visit to 
former LSC fellow Congressman John Kasich


