
143

Jill Baker

Walter Bennett

2000 Fellows

B.S. Telecommunications &  
     Video Production
Ohio University

Business:
CBS News
Associate Director
New York, NY
(revised 08/01/12)

B.A. History
Cleveland State University

Eseroghene “Ese”  
(Akpofure) Emerhi

B.A. Political Science
The Ohio State University

Business:
The Ohio State University
John Glenn School of Public Affairs
Washington Academic Internship  
     Program
Program Administrator
1705 DeSales Street, N.W., 8th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 452-6880
emerhi.1@osu.edu
(revised 01/05/07)

Monica (Cabotage) Juenger

B.A. International Affairs & Spanish
Xavier University

Business:
Office of Health Transformation
Director of Stakeholder Relations
77 South High Street, 30th Floor
Columbus, OH  43215
(614) 752-1552
(revised 09/19/11)

Rick Carfagna

B.A. Political Science
John Carroll University

Business:
Time Warner Cable
Government Relations Manager, 
     Public Affairs Department
1015 Olentangy River Road
Columbus, OH  43212
(614) 255-6222
rick.carfagna@twcable.com
(revised 05/08/09)
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George W. Cook, III Elisabeth (Culliton) Duesler

Jamie Fisher

B.A. Political Science
Kenyon College

Business:
Toyota
Associate Director
State Government Affairs
Detroit, Michigan
(revised 02/02/16)

B.A. Organizational Communication
Miami University

Business:
Cannizzaro, Bridges, Jillisky  
     & Streng, LLC
Attorney
302 South Main Street
Marysville, OH  43040
(937) 644-9125 
elisabethduesler@cfbjs.com
(revised 09/19/11)

B.S. Journalism
B.A. Political Science
Bowling Green State University

Business:
Ohio Education Association
225 East Broad Street, Box 2550
Columbus, OH  43216
(614) 227-3030
dotsonm@ohea.org

B.S. Environmental Science
Bowling Green State University

Caroline Davis

M.A. Sociology
The Ohio State University

Business:
Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs
Ohio Department of Transportation
1980 West Broad Street
Columbus, OH  43223
(614) 466-7440
(revised 10/23/15)

Matthew Dotson

“The LSC [fellowship] was a wonderful 
opportunity.  I learned so much about 
Ohio government and government in 
general.  In addition to the [fellow] 
day-to-day duties, the organized 
activities were important because they 
portrayed how government impacts the 
general public.  The program is also a 
great way to network and meet lots of 
interesting people.”

-Elisabeth Duesler
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Shana (Gerber) Eiselstein

B.S. Mass Communication
B.A. English & Journalism
Miami University

Business:
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP 
Policy Analyst
Huntington Center 
41 South High Street 
Columbus, OH  43215-6194
seiselstein@porterwright.com
(revised 08/01/12)

“The LSC [fellowship] program 
gave me my career start in state 
government, and the experience helped 
prepare me for what I am doing today.  
I highly recommend the program.”

-Shana Eiselstein

Rebecca Gonzales

B.A. English
The Ohio State University

Business:
Social Security Disability Attorney
Phoenix, AZ
(revised 08/01/12)

Leslie (Howard) Youssef

B.A. Spanish & International Studies
The Ohio State University

Business:
Slowik & Robinson, LLC
Of Counsel
(revised 08/01/12)

“The LSC [fellowship] is a great jump-
start to a professional career.  I utilized 
the connections and relationships I 
developed during my LSC [fellowship] 
when I was applying to law schools.  
During law school, I participated in 
a legislation clinic and revived some 
of my old contacts.  Now that I am 
practicing law, I am able to assist 
clients and other lawyers in my firm 
who may need help tracking a bill or 
obtaining other legislative information.  
The LSC [fellowship] was definitely an 
excellent career builder.”

-Leslie Youssef

Nadia Nakonecznyj Leary

B.A. English Literature
Hiram College

Business:
Lorain County Community College
UP Marketing/Recruitment  
     Specialist
1005 Abbe Road North
Elyria, OH  44035
(800) 995-5222 ext. 4722
nleary@lorainccc.edu
(revised 07/23/08)

Kristy (Lill) Smith

B.A. Sociology
Kent State University
(revised 08/01/12)
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Lisa Merz

B.A. Communication & Spanish
The Ohio State University

Mark Nedved

B.A. Political Science &  
     English/Literature
Miami University

Business:
Progressive Insurance
Cleveland, OH
(revised 12/28/05)

Aaron McLear

B.A. Journalism
The Ohio State University

Business:
Ginsberg McLear Group
1415 L Street, Suite 1260
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 753-3699
(revised 08/01/12)

Rebecca (Pease) Peckens

B.A. Journalism/News Broadcast
The Ohio State University
(revised 08/01/12)

“The LSC [fellowship] program was a 
wonderful experience for me.  It was 
a great transition from college to the 
workforce as well as a great way to 
network and meet others with similar 
interests.”

-Rebecca Peckens

Rebecca Peterson

B.A. Journalism
The Ohio State University

Business:
United Methodist Conference
Communication and Media 
     Consultant

Benjamin Rule

B.S. Social Work
The Ohio State University
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Molly Ryan-Fisher

B.S. Journalism
Ohio University

Business:
Nationwide Insurance
Digital Content Writer
(revised 12/01/15)

Jennifer Stump

M.A. Political Science
University of Massachusetts
(revised 09/27/12)

Kathryn Spearman

M.A. Journalism
Kent State University

“The LSC [fellowship] helped 
give me a fuller understanding of 
how agencies, departments, and 
government employees work.   Use 
your [fellowship] to your advantage 
and absorb everything.   Observe the 
process of governing and that will serve 
you no matter where you end up.”

-Molly Ryan-Fisher

Todd Suddeth

B.A. Psychology
The University of Akron

Business:
The Ohio State University
Office of Minority Affairs
Program Manager
Bell Resource Center on the  
     African American Male
1760 Neil Avenue
200 Pomerene Hall
Columbus, OH  43210
(614) 247-4765
suddeth.1@osu.edu
(revised 03/19/08)

Lynn Marker Verdin

B.A. Philosophy
Miami University
(revised 08/01/12)




