
Public Defender Commission, Ohio

General Revenue Fund

      

$ 5,095,954 $ 6,219,275 $ 172,505 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0

General Revenue Fund

ORC 120.01

This GRF line item provided funding for personal services for the basic 
administrative operation of the Ohio Public Defender Commission.  The biennial 
budget for FY 1998 -1999 reflected a move to a programmatic presentation of state-
funded activities.  The elimination of funding for line item 019-100, Personnel 
Services, was balanced in the creation of GRF line items 019-321, Public Defender 
Administration, and 019-401, State Legal Defense Services.  The FY 1998 - 1999 
budget merged line items 019-100 Personal Services, 019-200 Maintenance and 019-
300 Equipment into 019-321 Public Defender Administration and 019-401 State 
Legal Defense Services.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

22.0% -97.2% -100.0% N/A N/A

019-100 Personal Services

FY 1999

      

$ 1,094,087 $ 1,085,963 $ 88,389 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0

General Revenue Fund

ORC 120.01

This GRF line item provided funding for maintenance for the basic administrative 
operation of the Ohio Public Defender Commission.  The biennial budget for FY 
1998 -1999 reflected a move to a programmatic presentation of state-funded 
activities.  The elimination of funding for line item 019-200, Maintenance, was 
balanced in the creation of GRF line items 019-321, Public Defender Administration, 
and 019-401, State Legal Defense Services.  The FY 1998 - 1999 budget merged 
line items 019-100 Personal Services, 019-200 Maintenance and 019-300 Equipment 
into 019-321 Public Defender Administration and 019-401 State Legal Defense 
Services.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

-0.7% -91.9% -100.0% N/A N/A

019-200 Maintenance

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

      

$ 228,350 $ 61,666 $ 32,191 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0

General Revenue Fund

ORC 120.01

This GRF line item provided funding for equipment for the basic administrative 
operation of the Ohio Public Defender Commission.  The biennial budget for FY 
1998 -1999 reflected a move to a programmatic presentation of state-funded 
activities.  The elimination of funding for line item 019-300, Equipment, was balanced 
in the creation of GRF line items 019-321, Public Defender Administration, and 019-
401, State Legal Defense Services.  The FY 1998 - 1999 budget merged line items 
019-100 Personal Services, 019-200 Maintenance and 019-300 Equipment into 019-
321 Public Defender Administration and 019-401 State Legal Defense Services.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

-73.0% -47.8% -100.0% N/A N/A

019-300 Equipment

FY 1999

      

$ 0 $ 0 $ 1,577,698 $ 1,593,982 $ 1,773,081 $ 1,808,544

General Revenue Fund

ORC 120.01

This GRF line item provides funding for personal services, maintenance and 
equipment for the basic administrative operation of the Ohio Public Defender 
Commission.  GRF line item 019-321, Public Defender Administration, had existed 
until the FY 1998 - 1999 budget as three separate 100, 200 and 300 level line items.  
Line items 019-100 Personal Services, 019-200 Maintenance and 019-300 Equipment 
were merged into 019-321 Public Defender Administration and 019-401 State Legal 
Defense Services at that time.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

N/A N/A 1.0% 11.2% 2.0%

019-321 Public Defender Administration

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

      

$ 0 $ 0 $ 6,195,294 $ 6,456,852 $ 6,810,632 $ 6,993,291

General Revenue Fund

established by Am. Sub. H.B. 215 of the 122nd General Assembly

This GRF line item will fund the State Legal Defense Services program that provides 
legal representation and support to indigent adults, juveniles and incarcerated indigent 
individuals in all courts when representation is required pursuant to Ohio Law, the 
Ohio Constitution, the United States Constitution or other federal mandates or when 
requested by a court, county public defender or inmate.  Also provided are 
information, training and legal research resources for defense attorneys, judges and 
others throughout the state, as well as assistance to inmates held in state-run prisons 
and youth detention centers.  GRF line item 019-401, State Legal Defense Services, 
had existed until the FY 1998 - 1999 budget as three separate 100, 200 and 300 level 
line items.  Line items 019-100 Personal Services, 019-200 Maintenance and 019-
300 Equipment were merged into 019-401 State Legal Defense Services and 019-
321 Public Defender Administration at that time.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

N/A N/A 4.2% 5.5% 2.7%

019-401 State Legal Defense Services

FY 1999

      

$ 774,873 $ 879,092 $ 1,011,216 $ 935,049 $ 1,108,780 $ 1,280,291

General Revenue Fund

ORC 120.04 and ORC 120.06 (originally established by Controlling Board on 
December 17, 1990)

This GRF special purpose account provides funding for the commission's Multi-
County Program which began operation on January 1, 1991. The ten counties have 
combined resources to provide indigent defense.  Under the program the 
participating counties have entered into contracts with the commission to provide 
indigent defense services in their county. The commission in turn contracts with local 
attorneys or law firms in the region who provide the indigent defense service. In 
addition, the commission maintains regional branch offices in Athens, Ross, and 
Washington counties. These regional branch offices provide indigent defense 
services in these three counties and offer support services to all participating 
counties.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

13.4% 15.0% -7.5% 18.6% 15.5%

019-403 Multi-County: State Share

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

      

$ 313,377 $ 339,176 $ 352,707 $ 350,679 $ 415,691 $ 429,680

General Revenue Fund

originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 291 of the 115th G.A.

The commission currently maintains a branch office in the City of Warren that 
provides legal indigent defense services in Trumbull County. The line item was 
renamed from Indigent Defense Office to reflect that the office no longer serves 
several courts of the surrounding area including neighboring Mahoning County.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

8.2% 4.0% -0.6% 18.5% 3.4%

019-404 Trumbull County - State Share

FY 1999

      

$ 51,300 $ 48,300 $ 49,925 $ 39,325 $ 48,500 $ 48,500

General Revenue Fund

ORC 120.04 (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 171 of the 117th G.A.)

The revenue is used solely to fund free training for  state and county public 
defenders, as well as private attorneys who accept appointments to represent 
indigent criminal defendants. Prior to FY 1988, the commission hosted training 
seminars, and charged fees of $75 to $150 to attendees. To encourage more 
attorneys to attend these seminars, the commission waives the attendance fee for 
any attorney who agrees to represent one indigent client per year at no cost to the 
state or county.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

-5.8% 3.4% -21.2% 23.3% 0.0%

019-405 Training Account

FY 1999

      

$ 22,632,289 $ 23,701,135 $ 24,509,691 $ 24,517,431 $ 31,495,223 $ 34,600,011

General Revenue Fund

ORC 120.18 (county public defender commissions); ORC 120.28 (joint county public 
defender commissions); ORC 120.33 (county appointed counsel systems); authorize 
payments (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 164 of the 111th G.A.)

This GRF subsidy is used to reimburse counties for up to 50 percent of their costs of 
operating county public defender offices, joint county public defender offices and 
appointed counsel systems. Expenditures incurred for capital cases, however, are 
reimbursed through GRF appropriation item 019-503, County Reimbursement – 
Capital Cases.  If funding in the subsidy is insufficient to reimburse 50 percent of 
these costs for non-capital cases, the reimbursement percentage for each of the 
public defender offices and appointed counsel systems is reduced equally.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

4.7% 3.4% 0.0% 28.5% 9.9%

019-501 County Reimbursement - Non-Capital Cases

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

      

$ 962,028 $ 918,325 $ 1,144,919 $ 904,054 $ 1,151,476 $ 1,257,059

General Revenue Fund

ORC 120.35 (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 291 of the 115th G.A.

The account is used to reimburse counties for up to 50 percent of their costs of 
defending persons accused of capital crimes. The separate subsidy is intended to 
make it easier to track the costs of capital cases. If the appropriation to the subsidy 
is inadequate to fund 50 percent of these costs, the reimbursement percentage is 
reduced equally for all counties.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

-4.5% 24.7% -21.0% 27.4% 9.2%

019-503 County Reimbursement - Capital Cases

FY 1999

General Services Fund Group

      

$ 46,958 $ 47,227 $ 51,190 $ 52,445 $ 57,983 $ 56,422

General Services Fund Group: funding provided by the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction

originally established by Controlling Board on September 14, 1987

This special account funds a program that assists inmates at the state's Marion 
Correctional Institution with legal matters.  The line item finances the payroll and 
maintenance costs associated with one commission attorney.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

101

0.6% 8.4% 2.5% 10.6% -2.7%

019-602 Inmate Legal Assistance

FY 1999

      

$ 356,358 $ 379,546 $ 343,732 $ 355,843 $ 456,055 $ 503,615

General Services Fund Group: cfda 93.658, Foster Care-Title IV-E (distributed by 
the Ohio Department of Youth Services (DYS), line item 470-614, Title IV-E 
Reimbursements; the funds flow from the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services to the Ohio Department of Human Services and then are passed on to 
DYS)

originally established by Controlling Board on August 16, 1993

The line item supports a joint program between the Department of Youth Services 
and the Ohio Public Defender Commission. Through this program, the commission 
will provide staff to assist youths in DYS institutions in obtaining access to the courts 
on juvenile legal issues relating to the commitment process, appeals and collateral 
rights. The program is being put into place in response to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit ruling that indigent incarcerated juveniles have a constitutional 
right of access to the courts through attorneys provided by the State.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

101

6.5% -9.4% 3.5% 28.2% 10.4%

019-607 Juvenile Legal Assistance

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

      

$ 0 $ 1,887 $ 2,650 $ 9,077 $ 16,000 $ 16,000

General Services Fund Group: fees received by the commission for conducting 
educational seminars, as well as the sale of publications on topics concerning 
criminal law and procedures

ORC 120.03 (D) (originally established by Controlling Board September, 1982; 
established into permanent law by Am. Sub. H.B. 291 of the 115th G.A.)

The commission is required to expend the money from this line item for the sole 
purpose of conducting programs having a general objective of training and educating 
attorneys and others in the legal representation of indigent persons.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

406

N/A 40.4% 242.5% 76.3% 0.0%

019-603 Training and Publications

FY 1999

      

$ 0 $ 468 $ 27,573 $ 380,722 $ 466,799 $ 456,959

General Services Fund Group: revenues received by counties for their share of legal 
representation costs of indigent persons

ORC 120.06 (D) (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 291 of the 115th G.A.)

The line item is used to pay part of the costs incurred by the State Public Defender 
in providing legal representation for indigent defendants.  When the State Public 
Defender is designated by a court or requested by a county public defender office to 
provide legal representation for an indigent person, the appropriate county is billed 
for 50 percent of the cost of this representation and the payments are deposited to 
this line item.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

407

N/A 5791.7% 1280.8% 22.6% -2.1%

019-604 County Representation

FY 1999

      

$ 350,604 $ 342,910 $ 16,448 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0

General Services Fund Group: revenue received by Trumbull County for the 
operation of the Trumbull County Branch Office

ORC 120.06 (D)

The line item provided indigent representation to Trumbull County and surrounding 
municipalities.  In the FY 1998 - 1999 budget, revenues for this purpose were 
transferred to State Special Revenue line item 019-610, Trumbull County – County 
Share, fund, 4X7, to separate the funds from those of the County Representation 
Program, which were also located in fund 407.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

407

-2.2% -95.2% -100.0% N/A N/A

019-610 Trumbull County Office

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

      

$ 33,071 $ 30,790 $ 16,394 $ 83,732 $ 127,985 $ 131,453

General Services Fund Group: revenue due to the state for reimbursement of legal 
services where defendants are ordered to pay back all or part of the costs of the 
representation which was provided to them by appointed counsel or a county public 
defender office; all of the revenues collected are then deposited in this line item

ORC 120.04 (originally established by Am. H.B. 291 of the 115th G.A.)

The line item is to be used by the commission to appoint assistant public defenders 
and to provide other personnel, equipment, and facilities necessary for commission 
operations. The revenue may also be used to reimburse counties for the operation of 
public defender offices and appointed counsel systems.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

408

-6.9% -46.8% 410.7% 52.9% 2.7%

019-605 Client Payments

FY 1999

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group

      

$ 401,825 $ 0 $ 0 $ 13,514 $ 0 $ 0

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group: federal grant revenue from the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts, Defender Services Division, (no direct state 
match is required to receive this federal money, however, the federal grant was 
made with the condition that the state expend a designated amount of money on 
death penalty appeals and post-conviction cases).  The revenue source, the 
Postconviction Defender Organization Grant, was defunded in March of 1996

originally established by Controlling Board on September 24, 1990

The revenue was used by the commission for the purposes of operating a federal 
Death Penalty resource center. The resource center provided representation and 
legal resources for the provision of counsel in death penalty habeas actions. The 
grant funding for the resource center was a result of a designation made by the Sixth 
Circuit Task Force on Federal Habeas Corpus Death Penalty Cases for Ohio.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

3H4

-100.0% N/A N/A -100.0% N/A

019-609 Death Penalty Resource Center

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

      

$ 152,375 $ 96,416 $ 37,491 $ 23,661 $ 0 $ 0

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group: cfda 16.579, Byrne Memorial State and Local 
Law Enforcement Assistance (distributed by the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice 
Services - OCJS).  The commission was approved for funding through December 
1997.  The commission is no longer eligible for funding from this source

originally established by Controlling Board on December 20, 1993

This account was used to receive, disburse and account for federal funds from a 
federal grant being made to the commission through OCJS.  Under this program, the 
State Public Defender provided all county public defender offices with a computer, 
case management software and training to improve the efficiency of operations at 
the local level.  The grant also supported a county outreach program whereby staff 
assists counties by providing information and resources to improve indigent defense 
delivery systems throughout the state at the request of the counties.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

3M8

-36.7% -61.1% -36.9% -100.0% N/A

019-611 PD Case Management

FY 1999

      

$ 40,645 $ 47,656 $ 27,003 $ 889 $ 0 $ 0

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group: cfda 16.579, Byrne Memorial State and Local 
Law Enforcement Assistance (distributed by OCJS)  The commission was approved 
for funding through December 1997.  The commission is no longer eligible for 
funding from this source

originally established by Controlling Board on December 20, 1993

The line item was used to receive, disburse, and account for the federal funds. The 
revenue was used for a model reconciliation program in Athens County. The 
program brought defendants and their victims face to face to find ways of 
appropriate restitution.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

3M9

17.2% -43.3% -96.7% -100.0% N/A

019-612 Community Reconciliation

FY 1999

      

$ 0 $ 0 $ 55 $ 130 $ 190,000 $ 190,000

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group: federal reimbursement funds not related to 
any federal grant program

originally established by Controlling Board in February, 1998

The revenue is used by the commission to provide representation on appointed 
federal court cases, especially death penalty cases.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

3S8

N/A N/A 136.4% 146053.8% 0.0%

019-608 Federal Representation

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

State Special Revenue Fund Group

      

$ 836,005 $ 980,952 $ 1,038,357 $ 1,137,576 $ 1,556,829 $ 1,614,051

State Special Revenue Fund Group: payments from counties for their portion of the 
costs of operating the commission's Multi-County Program (counties participating in 
this program are Adams, Athens, Brown, Fayette, Jackson, Meigs, Pickaway, Pike, 
Ross, and Washington; the state's portion of the costs of operating the program are 
drawn from GRF appropriation item 019-403, Multi-County: State Share)

ORC 120.01-120.26 (originally established by Controlling Board on December 17, 
1990)

The program provides county-level indigent defense in the ten-county region by use 
of state public defenders located in branch offices, as well as by private attorneys 
under contract with the commission.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4C7

17.3% 5.9% 9.6% 36.9% 3.7%

019-601 Multi-County: County Share

FY 1999

      

$ 0 $ 0 $ 358,099 $ 407,822 $ 552,627 $ 579,645

State Special Revenue Fund Group: revenue received from Trumbull County for the 
operation of the Trumbull County Branch Office

originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 215 of the 122nd G.A.

The line item provides indigent representation to Trumbull County and surrounding 
municipalities.  Prior to FY 1998, the revenues were deposited into General Service 
Fund appropriation item 019-610, Trumbull County Office, fund 407.  This fund, 4X7 
– Trumbull County – County Share, was created to separate the funds from those of 
the County Representation Program, that also were in fund 407.  The state's portion 
of indigent defense costs is drawn from GRF appropriation item 019-404, Trumbull 
County – State Share.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998
     FY 2000

Appropriation
FY 2001

Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4X7

N/A N/A 13.9% 35.5% 4.9%

019-610 Trumbull County - County Share

FY 1999
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Public Defender Commission, Ohio

      

$ 8,340,519 $ 11,883,535 $ 13,623,708 $ 14,509,545 $ 16,350,000 $ 16,850,000

State Special Revenue Fund Group: (1) Interest On Legal Trust Accounts (IOLTAs) 
created in ORC 4705.09 and 4705.10; (2) filing fees on most new civil case filings, 
ORC 1901.26, 1907.24, and 2303.201; (3) Interest On Trust Accounts (IOTAs) 
created in ORC 3953.231and (4) gifts, bequests, donations, contributions, and income 
from investments

ORC 120.52 (originally established by Am. Sub. S.B. 219 of the 115th G.A.)

The line item is used for the charitable purpose of distributing financial assistance to 
legal aid societies that provide civil legal services to indigents.  Prior to Am. Sub. 
H.B. 152 of the 120th G.A., effective July 1, 1993, the commission was permitted to 
assess the fund for the reasonable costs of administering the state's legal aid society 
law contained in sections 120.51 through 120.55 of the Revised Code, with the 
remainder of the revenue to be distributed to legal aid societies under conditions 
specified in sections 120.51 to 120.54 of the Revised Code. Am. Sub. H.B. 152 
made several changes to those provisions, including creating the Ohio Legal 
Assistance Foundation, a charitable, tax exempt foundation, to administer the 
program as a branch of the commission, and reserving four and one-half percent of 
the money in the fund for the actual, reasonable costs of program administration. 
Am. Sub. S.B. 219 of the 115th G.A., effective April 4, 1985, established this 
account and its revenue stream composed of temporary court cost add-ons and 
IOLTA account interest. The court cost add-ons were a $5.00 charge for new 
municipal and county court civil actions and a $10.00 charge for new common pleas 
court civil actions. No court costs were in effect from January 1, 1987 to July 1, 
1987, and a $1.00 civil court filing fee supported the account in FY 1988 and FY 
1989. Subsequent legislative action starting with Am. Sub. H.B. 111 of the 118th 
G.A. increased the civil court filing fee to $4.00 (an exemption for civil actions filed 
with the small claims division of a municipal or county court was removed starting in 
FY 1992). Am. Sub. H.B. 405 of the 119th G.A., effective January 1, 1993 and 
scheduled to sunset December 31, 2002, imposed an increase in the preexisting $4 
fee. Each court of common pleas, municipal court, and county court is now required 
to collect a $15 filing fee, while small claims divisions will be collecting a filing fee of 
$7.  Am. Sub. H.B. 117 of the 121st G.A., effective January 1, 1996, increased the 
revenue stream by including IOTA account interest to the account.

FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998      FY 2000
Appropriation

FY 2001
Appropriation

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

574

42.5% 14.6% 6.5% 12.7% 3.1%

019-606 Legal Services Corporation

FY 1999
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