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BILL: Am. H.B. 523 DATE: March 9, 1998

STATUS: As Reported by Senate Judiciary SPONSOR: Rep. Salerno

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: No — No local cost

CONTENTS: Eliminates certain application requirements from the Crime Victims Reparations Law,
protects the confidentiality of  certain records and reports and increases the cap on
allowable funeral expenses from $2,500 to $5,000

State Fiscal Highlights

STATE FUND FY 1998 FY 1999 FUTURE YEARS
Reparations Fund (Victims of Crime) Fund 402
     Revenues - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
     Expenditures Potential significant

increase
Potential significant

increase
Potential significant increase

• Increasing the amount of recoverable funeral expenses from $2,500 to $5,000 would not double the amount
of the awards related to such costs since the average cost of funerals in the State of Ohio was $4,114.35 in
1996.

• In 1993, the number of murders in Ohio was just over 600, but only 124 murder claims were filed with the
Ohio Court of Claims.

• For FY 96, the Ohio Victim’s of Crime Compensation Program had a year-end surplus of $14,812,286.

Local Fiscal Highlights

• No direct fiscal effect on local governments.

Detailed Fiscal Analysis

The bill would revise the information necessary on an application for a reparation award
under the Ohio Victim’s of Crime Compensation Program.  These changes should not have a
significant effect on the total number or size of claims awarded by the Court of Claims.
However, the change should allow a small number of claims to remain eligible for full approval.
Additionally, the bill would protect certain confidential information from being disclosed while
it is in the possession of either the Court of Claims or the Attorney General.

The most significant change of the bill would double the size of the allowable award for
funeral expenses.  Currently, the maximum award is $2,500.  The bill would increase the



2

maximum award amount to $5,000.  The latest figures from the Federated Funeral Directors of
America indicate that an average funeral in Ohio costs $4,114.35.  Increasing the allowable
award amount to double its current level would place an average funeral within the revised
amount.  Approximately only 1 in 5 eligible claimants file for an award through the Court of
Claims.  Potentially, the state could see an increase of $1,500,000 appropriated annually from the
state’s reparations fund.   Current levels would indicate an increase of approximately $200,136
each fiscal year to cover the increased awards for funeral expenses.  This increase does not have
an adverse effect upon the program.  In FY 96, Fund 402 had a surplus of nearly $15 million.
This program has no fiscal effect on local governments.
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