Fiscal Note & Local Impact Statement
122 nd General Assembly of Ohio

BILL: S.B. 192 DATE: March 16, 1998
STATUS:  Aslintroduced SPONSOR:  Sen. Furney

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: No— Nolocal cost

CONTENTS: Requiresthe Director of Health to test bacteria levels of watersunder the control of the
Division of Parksand Recreation and requiresthe posting of warning signsat public
beaches and other recreation areasif safe bacteria levels are exceeded.

State Fiscal Highlights

STATE FUND FY 1998 FY 1999 FUTURE YEARS
General Revenue Fund
Revenues -0- -0- -0-
Expenditures -0- Indeterminate increase Indeterminate increase

The Department of Health (DOH) currently tests the waters in Lake Erie, including state parks, twice a
week. DOH does not test in-land lakes under the authority of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
DNR currently testsin-land, state-owned lakes one time per month.

Based upon the DOH costs from last year, it would cost about $110,000 to test in-land waters at an average
of $47.18 per sample taken. DNR currently covers the cost of thistesting, therefore, thismay result in only a
shift in which agency covers the cost.

DOH tests water for harmful bacteria levels. These tests cost under $100 per test. Under this bill, DOH will
be required to test for an unknown amount of other contaminants. The cost of this testing is unknown and
could be significant, causing the major portion of the potential expenditure increase.

According to DOH, additional GRF funding to support this voluntary program was added last year. These
funds will not be available after FY 1998 ends.

For each warning sign posted, DNR pays $20-40 per sign. The standard signs are contracted through the
Ohio Penal Industries.

Local Fiscal Highlights

No direct fiscal effect on local governments.
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis

According to the Department of Health (DOH), most of what this bill legislates is aready in
practice in a voluntary system in place since the 1970s. DOH currently tests the waters of Lake
Erie twice a week. This includes both state parks and private beaches. DOH does not test state-
owned in-land lakes. These bodies of water are currently tested monthly by the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR). The Department of Health currently samples 33 beaches along Lake
Erie. Twelve of these beaches are DNR operated state beaches. There are an additional 65 in-
land beaches operated by DNR. Under this bill, DOH would be required to test the in-land state
waters currently sampled by DNR. It is unclear as to whether this would duplicate the activities
of DNR.

There are many fiscal uncertainties as aresult of provisionsin the bill. Currently, DOH only tests
for bacteria levels in the water. These tests average $47 per sample. This comprehensive cost
includes all facets of the process such as personnel and lab costs. In the bill, however, DOH is
required to test for bacteria and "other contaminant levels.” It is unclear exactly how many
contaminants the Department would be required to examine. Additionally, the cost of testing for
certain contaminants varies greatly and could cost more than the $47 for the bacteria testing.
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