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CONTENTS: Changes formation procedures for regional sewer and water districts

State Fiscal Highlights

• No direct fiscal effect on the state.

Local Fiscal Highlights

LOCAL GOVERNMENT       FY 1998 FY 1999 FUTURE YEARS
Counties
     Revenues - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
     Expenditures Potential negligible

increase
Potential negligible increase Potential negligible increase

Regional water and sewer districts
     Revenues - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
     Expenditures Potential increase Potential increase Potential increase

• If a water or sewer project is proposed in a county, the court of common pleas may be required to put a
notice in a newspaper for four weeks, which is estimated to cost under $300 total.

• Board of trustees of regional water and sewer districts must conduct a feasibility study of water and sewer
projects that are expected to cost more than $100,000.  The board may contract out for a separate entity to
conduct the feasibility study.  The cost of contracting with a separate entity is indeterminate, due to
variability in the complexity of the project and the cost of the contractor.
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis

Creation of new regional water or sewer districts

For each proposed district, the clerk of the court of common pleas in each county located in
the proposed district must give notice once a week for four weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation.  The total cost is estimated to be under $300 per county for the total of four notices.
However, this cost varies depending upon the number of lines in the notice and the cost that the
newspaper charges for the notice (i.e. cost per line.)  There are only three to four districts
proposed each year in the state, so this cost will be negligible.

The county board of elections must certify the signatures to ensure a majority of electors if a
petition of remonstrance is submitted within thirty days.  This is already within the scope of the
duties of the board of elections, so it is not anticipated to incur additional costs.  If the board of
elections determines the petition of remonstrance is valid, the court must issue an order to
dismiss the district and petitioners must bear the cost of the proceedings.

Growth of existing districts or district mergers

This bill requires the county board of elections to certify signatures on the petition of
remonstrance within thirty days.  This is not expected to incur additional expenditures, as it is
within their normal range of duties.

Removal of members of boards of trustees of regional water or sewer district

Under this bill, at any time without cause, members of the board of trustees may be removed
from the water or sewer district by the participating political subdivision that appointed the
member.  This is not expected to have a fiscal impact.

Contracts for certain projects or improvements

This bill requires the board of trustees of a regional water or sewer district to conduct a
feasibility study of a water or sewer project or improvement if the estimated cost of the project or
improvement is more than $100,000.  If the board of trustees conducts the study, it should not
impose any additional expenditure on the board.  However, under this bill, the board has the
option to contract out for such a study.  This cost is indeterminate, due to variability in the
complexity of the project and the cost of the contractor. In addition, the board may not use the
same contractor for the feasibility study as it uses for the construction of the project or
improvement, which should not make a difference in the cost.
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