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CONTENTS: Changes formation procedures for regional sewer and water districts

State Fiscal Highlights

• No direct fiscal effect on the state.

Local Fiscal Highlights

LOCAL GOVERNMENT       FY 1998 FY 1999 FUTURE YEARS
Counties
     Revenues - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
     Expenditures Potential negligible

increase
Potential negligible increase Potential negligible increase

Regional water and sewer districts
     Revenues - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
     Expenditures Potential increase Potential increase Potential increase

• Board of trustees of regional water and sewer districts must conduct a feasibility study of water and sewer
projects if a judge determines that the study is necessary.  The board may contract out for a separate entity
to conduct the feasibility study.  The cost of contracting with a separate entity is indeterminate, due to
variability in the complexity of the project and the cost of the contractor.

• The clerk of the county court of common pleas must provide notice of a proposed regional water or sewer
district to any municipality, county, or township that is not participating in the district.

• The political subdivisions that signed the petition of remonstrance must provide written notice of the
hearing to electors who reside in the territory of the proposed district.

• A member of a board of trustees who has been removed may appeal within 30 days to the court of common
pleas.
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis

Creation of new regional water or sewer districts

Each year there are three to four regional water or sewer districts proposed in the state.
Municipal corporations, counties, and/or townships may sign a petition of remonstrance after
having been authorized by the legislative authority of the political subdivision.  The legislative
authority of any municipality, board of county commissioners of any county, and the board of
trustees of any township may act in behalf of any part of their respective political subdivision.
The court of common pleas in each county shall order the signers of the petition to provide
written notice of the public hearing date to each elector residing in the proposed district territory.
The cost of this notice will depend on the number of electors that reside in the proposed district
territory.

In addition, the clerk of the court of common pleas must provide a notice of the hearing to
the legislative authority of each county, township, and municipal corporation that has territory to
be included in the proposed district, but that did not sign the petition.  This is a minimal cost.

Removal of members of boards of trustees of regional water or sewer district

Under this bill, at any time without cause, members of the board of trustees may be removed
from the water or sewer district by the participating political subdivision that appointed the
member.  The member would be notified of the removal and given the option of appearing
before the appointing authority or before the appointing authority in a public hearing.  The
member may request an appeal in the common pleas court of establishment within thirty days
following the removal.

Contracts for certain projects or improvements

This bill requires the board of trustees of a regional water or sewer district to conduct a
feasibility study of a water or sewer project or improvement if a judge determines that the study
is necessary.  If the board of trustees conducts the study, it should not impose any additional
expenditure on the board.  However, under this bill, the board has the option to contract out for
such a study.  This cost is indeterminate, due to variability in the complexity of the project and
the cost of the contractor. The board may use the same contractor for the feasibility study as it
uses for the construction of the project or improvement so long as there remains a separate
bidding process for each award, which should not make a difference in the cost.
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