
)LVFDO�1RWH�	�/RFDO�,PSDFW�6WDWHPHQW
����QG�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�RI�2KLR

Ohio Legislative Budget Office: a nonpartisan agency providing fiscal research for the Ohio General Assembly
77 South High Street, 8th Floor, Columbus, OH 43266-0347 � Phone: (614) 466-8734 � E-mail: BudgetOffice@LBO.STATE.OH.US

BILL: Am. S.B. 208 DATE: December 2, 1998

STATUS: As Reported by House Local Government
and Townships

SPONSOR: Sen. Latta

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: Yes

CONTENTS: Requires coroner to  serve as a county commissioner under certain circumstances
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• No direct fiscal effect on the state.
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 LOCAL GOVERNMENT        FY 1998  FY 1999  FUTURE YEARS
 Counties
      Revenues  - 0 -  - 0 -  - 0 -
      Expenditures  - 0 -  Potential increase up to

$24,960, depending on county
size and length of absence

 Potential increase up to
$25,680, depending on county

size and length of absence
 

• Potential additional costs to counties of $74 to $192 per day in 1999 in order to pay the coroner to fill in for
a county commissioner when two commissioners are absent and have filed physician’s certificates.

• The above maximum amounts assume that a coroner in the largest county would be paid for serving as a
commissioner for 130 days. However, it would be extremely rare for such an occurrence to take place.

• Potential costs would be less if the number of days were fewer than 130, and less in smaller counties.
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1999 and 2000 per day costs

Under the bill, counties could incur additional costs between:

• $74 and $192 per day in calendar year 1999.
• $77 and $199 dollars per day in 2000.

The bill states that if two county commissioners are absent and have filed physician’s certificates,
indicating that they will be absent from office, then the county coroner must serve as a county
commissioner.  In addition the coroner would continue to be paid for carrying out the duties of
the county coroner. In such a circumstance, the county coroner can request to be paid a per diem
rate equal to the absent county commissioner’s annual pay rate divided by the number of days in
the year.

The additional cost created by paying both an absent county commissioner and the corner serving
in the commissioner’s place would cease once the commissioner’s seat was declared vacant.
Once a physician’s certificate is filed, the office can be deemed vacant 30 days after the
commissioner has been absent for a 100-day period, regardless of whether or not the
commissioner had filed a certificate during that period. Once a vacancy is declared, the county
commissioner who had held the office would cease to be compensated.

Maximum possible cost of the bill

If the second commissioner to file a physician’s certificate filed on the first day of the 100-day
period and the coroner took over the commissioners seat that same day, then the coroner could
serve for 130 days before the office would be deemed vacant. Therefore, the maximum possible
cost to counties in 1999 would be between $9,620 and $24,960. In 2000, it could be between
$10,010 and $25,870.

It seems unlikely that any county would incur the maximum cost for two main reasons:

- It would be extremely rare for two county commissioners to be absent on a physician’s
certificate at the same time.

- It would seem quite unlikely that if a second commissioner filed a physician’s certificate that
he or she would file on the first day of the 100-day period.

❑ LBO staff: Alexander C. Heckman, Budget/Policy Analyst
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