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Fiscal Note & Local Impact Statement 
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BILL: Am. Sub. H.B. 118 DATE: October 19, 1999 

STATUS: As Reported by Senate State and Local 
Government and Veterans Affairs 

SPONSOR: Rep. Maier 

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: No — Minimal cost 

CONTENTS: Changes the definition of veteran to include merchant marines who served during 
World War II  

 
State Fiscal Highlights 

 
STATE FUND FY 2000 FY 2001 FUTURE YEARS 
General Revenue Fund and other State Funds 
     Revenues Potential minimal loss Potential minimal loss Potential minimal loss 
     Expenditures Potential minimal 

increase 
Potential minimal increase Potential minimal increase 

Note: The state fiscal year is July 1 through June 30. For example, FY 2000 is July 1, 1999 – June 30, 2000. 
 
• = Certain expenditures may increase, and certain revenues may decrease, as merchant marines take advantage 

of veterans’ benefits offered by the state. 

Local Fiscal Highlights 
 
 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT FY 2000 FY 2001 FUTURE YEARS 
Counties 
     Revenues - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - 
     Expenditures Potential minimal 

increase 
Potential minimal increase Potential minimal increase 

 

• = The expanded definition of veteran could increase the number of persons served by county veteran services 
offices. 
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis 
 
This bill changes the definition of veteran in the Ohio Revised Code to specifically 

include merchant marines who served from December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946.  The 
United States Congress changed this definition on the federal level in November 1998. 

 
A spokesperson for the merchant marines in Ohio estimated that there are approximately 

1000 merchant marines that served during World War II currently living in the state. The bill also 
recognizes merchant marines that died in service during World War II. 

 
Adding merchant marines to the definition of veterans may cause a minimal increase in 

state expenditures and loss in the state revenues as this group will now be eligible for state 
benefits such as reduced fees for hunting and fishing licenses and entitlements to monuments and 
special license plates.  

 
In some cases this new provision will simply formalize a current practice of extending 

organizational benefits to veterans, e.g. The Governors Council on Veteran’s Affairs. 
 
 
❑  LBO staff: Brian A. Friedman, Budget/Policy Analyst 

         Susan Ackerman Murray, Budget/Policy Analyst 
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