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Fiscal Note & Local Impact Statement
123 rd General Assembly of Ohio

BILL: H.B. 136 DATE: May 26, 1999

STATUS: As Introduced SPONSOR: Rep. Carey

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: Yes Corrected after initial review

CONTENTS: Provides that under certain circumstances, coal trucks that exceed by not more than
5% the existing motor vehicle weight limit provisions are not subject to the penalties for
violating those provisions

State Fiscal Highlights
 STATE FUND  FY 2000  FY 2001  FUTURE YEARS
 General Revenue Fund and Highway Safety Fund
      Revenues  Potential loss   Potential loss   Potential loss
      Expenditures  -0-  - 0 -  -0-
 Highway Operating Fund
      Revenues  -0-  -0-  -0-
      Expenditures  -0-  - 0 -  Possible increase

•  The bill may slightly reduce fine revenue to the state by extending to coal trucks the weight limitation
provisions.

•  The Highway Operating Fund may incur future expenditures due to road deterioration.

 Local Fiscal Highlights
 
 LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  FY 1999  FY 2000  FUTURE YEARS
 Counties, Municipalities, and Townships
      Revenues  Potential loss   Potential loss   Potential loss
      Expenditures  -0-  - 0 -  Possible increase
 Note: For most local governments, the fiscal year is the calendar year. The school district fiscal year is July 1 through June 30.
 
•  The bill may slightly reduce fine revenue to counties (and possibly municipalities and townships) by

extending to coal trucks the weight limitation provisions.

•  Roads not covered under current law may undergo accelerated deterioration from the increase in poundage
of coal trucks. Counties, municipalities and townships may incur costs to deal with road repairs, however, it
is unclear as to the extent of damage, or the timeframe in which this may occur.
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis

Current law prescribes maximum wheel loads and vehicle and load weight limits for
vehicles.   Section 5577.042(B) of the Revised Code makes a limited exception to these weight
limitations by providing that a farm truck or farm machinery transporting farm commodities, a
log truck transporting timber, or trucks carrying bulk milk, corn, soybeans, tobacco, and wheat
between points of harvest or production, to the first point of delivery where the commodities are
weighed and title to the commodities or timber is transferred, may exceed by no more than 5%
the statutory weight limitations, and the prescribed criminal penalty that otherwise would be
applicable cannot be imposed. Current law allows local governments to set weight limits and
establish fines for vehicles that violate these limits.  The exemption does not apply to trucks or
farm vehicles travelling on interstate highways or roadways and bridges with weight restrictions
nor does it apply during the months of February and March, when thawing roadways are most
susceptible to damage. As stated in Section 5577.99 of the O.R.C., the current fine for violation
of the weight provisions are listed below.

Fine structure for violation of the weight provisions

Truck Weight Overload Fine Assessed
2000 lbs. $80.00

2000-5000 lbs. $100.00 and $1 per additional 100 lbs. of overload
5000-10,000 lbs. $130.00 and $2 per additional 100 lbs. of overload

or imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both
>10,000 lbs. $160.00 and $3 per additional 100 lbs. of overload

or imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both

The provisions of this bill extend the 5% weight limit exemption to coal trucks. It is
unclear just how the state, counties, municipalities, and townships will fare from the increased
weight limits of coal trucks on their roads.  A spokesperson from the Delaware County
Engineer’s office was unable to place a fiscal amount on any possible damage that may be caused
by increased weight.  Most roads are built with a maximum weight limit of 80,000 lbs. in mind.
The 5% weight limit exception allows coal trucks to travel to their destinations at no more than
84,000 lbs. The increased weight, along with a number of other variables, would accelerate the
deterioration of certain roads; the timeframe of this deterioration is not known. This
spokesperson also questioned how it would be possible to whom to attribute to anyone any
accelerated deterioration of roads, as it would be unclear how to determine damage from a coal
truck as opposed to those transporting livestock, etc.  The State Highway Patrol reports that in
about a one-month period, from 12/16/98 to 1/22/99, there were 24 citations in a 10-county area
for overweight coal trucks.  Of the 24 citations, 2 were within 5% of their weight limit, and
would have been exempted under the provisions of this bill.

❑  LBO staff: Clifford R. Marsh, Budget/Policy Analyst
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