Fiscal Note & Local Impact Statement
123 rd General Assembly of Ohio

BILL: H.B. 146 DATE: March 8, 1999
STATUS:  Asintroduced SPONSOR: Rep. Williams
LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: No— Permissive

CONTENTS: permits public children services agencies (PCSAS) to contract with law enforcement
agenciesfor servicesrelated to investigations of child abuse and neglect and to make an
appropriation

State Fiscal Highlights

STATE FUND FY 1999 FY 2000 FY 2001
General Revenue Fund . .
Revenues -0- v -0- - 0-
Expenditures -0- i Upto $5 millionincrease | Upto $5 million increase -

Note: The state fiscal year is July 1 through June 30. For example, FY 2000 is July 1, 1999 — June 30, 2000.

By increasing the appropriations for the Department of Human Services budget by $5 million in FY 2000 and
by $5 million in FY 2001, the bill anticipates up to $5 million in each fiscal year of increased expenditures by
the department.

LBO assumes that the Department of Human Services will distribute these dollars only to those PCSAs who

enter into a contract with local law enforcement agencies, therefore, expenditures may not reach $5 million if
some counties opt not to enter into such an agreement.

Local Fiscal Highlights

LOCAL GOVERNMENT FY 1999 FY 2000 FUTURE YEARS
Counties
Revenues -0- . - possible $5 million gain- | - possible $5 million gain -
Expenditures -0- . possible - possible
' $5 million increase - $5 million increase -

Note: For most local governments, the fiscal year is the calendar year. The school district fiscal year is July 1 through June 30.

If a county opts to enter into a contract with a law enforcement agency to provide protection for PCSA
employees, the result will be an increase in revenues and expenditures for the county.
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis

This bill creates the appropriation line item 400-513, Police Protection, to be used by the
Department of Human Services to fund contracts between public children services agencies
(PCSA) and law enforcement agencies. These contracts will support the provision of law
enforcement officers to accompany employees of the PCSA who conduct investigations of reports
of child abuse and neglect. These contracted services are to be used by the PCSA when PCSA
employees believe that their safety isin jeopardy.

The hill requires the Department of Human Services to distribute these funds to the
counties based upon a formula that takes into consideration the total number of child abuse and
neglect cases investigated in the county compared to the number of such cases statewide for the
most recent fiscal year.

What is not clear from the bill is whether funding is to be distributed to al the counties,
irrespective of whether or not they have entered into a contract with a local law enforcement
agency. LBO assumes that these dollars will only be distributed to PSCAs that enter into police
protection contracts. LBO also assumes that if al counties do not enter into such contracts
expenditures will be less than the $5 million appropriated by the bill. If a county PCSA opts to
enter into a contract with a law enforcement agency to provide protection for PCSA employees,
the result will be an increase in revenues and expenditures for the county.
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