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Fiscal Note & Local Impact Statement
123 rd General Assembly of Ohio

BILL: Am. H.B. 204 DATE: June 16, 1999

STATUS: As Passed by the House SPONSOR: Rep. Schuler

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: No — Permissive

CONTENTS: Permits political subdivisions that comprise a joint fire district to pay the district's
charges for ambulance or emergency medical services provided to their respective
residents under certain circumstances

State Fiscal Highlights

•  No direct fiscal effect on the state.

 Local Fiscal Highlights
 
 LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  FY 1999  FY 2000  FUTURE YEARS
 Certain Municipalities and Townships
      Revenues  - 0 -  - 0 -  - 0 -
      Expenditures  Potential increase  Potential increase  Potential increase
 Note: For most local governments, the fiscal year is the calendar year. The school district fiscal year is July 1 through June 30.
 
•  Municipalities and townships that are, or become, members of a joint fire district and that choose to pay

district service charges on behalf of their residents could incur additional costs.

•  There are currently about 20 joint fire districts in the state.
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis

Current law permits municipal corporations and townships, or two or more townships, to
combine to form a joint fire district by adopting a joint resolution. The board of a joint fire
district may establish reasonable charges for the use of ambulance or emergency medical
services, and those charges may differ for residents and nonresidents of the district. In addition,
the board of a joint fire district may waive all or part of the charge for any resident of the district.

The bill permits two or more municipalities to form a joint fire district. The bill permits political
subdivisions that create a joint fire district to allow member subdivisions to pay any charges for
service on behalf of their residents. The bill requires residents to pay any charges for service they
receive from the district, unless the district board has agreed to waive the charges or the relevant
political subdivision has agreed to pay charges for its residents in the resolution creating the fire
district. (Sec. 505.371(C)(2)).

Any joint fire district already in existence when the bill goes into effect may amend its joint
resolution to permit any of the political subdivisions involved to agree to pay those charges for
their residents.

Municipalities and townships that are, or become, members of a joint fire district and that choose
to pay district service charges on behalf of their residents could incur additional costs. The actual
cost could vary significantly, depending upon the fee charged by a joint district and the number
of service charges that a particular subdivision had to pay on behalf of its residents. There are
about 20 joint fire districts in the state.

❑  LBO staff: Alexander C. Heckman, Budget/Policy Analyst
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