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BILL: H.B. 334 DATE: June 8, 1999

STATUS: As Reported by House State Government SPONSOR: Rep. Callender

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: No — No local cost

CONTENTS: Prohibits the protection of trademark for public buildings or images

State Fiscal Highlights

•  No direct fiscal effect on the state.

 Local Fiscal Highlights
 
•  No direct fiscal effect on local governments.

Detailed Fiscal Analysis

This bill, which prohibits any owner of a public building from claiming the protection of
trademark for its shape, design, or structure, is not expected to have a fiscal impact. It is rare in
Ohio for owners of public buildings to sue because of duplication of a building’s image; a unique
case occurred in Cleveland in which an unauthorized photographer sold his pictures of a public
building for profit.  Although the legislation would prohibit legal action, the actual savings are
virtually nonexistent because such a case would normally end in a declaratory judgment, thus a
short appearance in court.

❑  LBO staff: Sybil N. Haney, Budget/Policy Analyst
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