Fiscal Note & Local Impact Statement

123 rd General Assembly of Ohio

BILL: H.B. 417 DATE: October 20, 1999

STATUS:  As Introduced SPONSOR: Rep. O'Brien

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: No —  Offsetting revenues

CONTENTS: Revises the Township Park District Law

State Fiscal Highlights

* No direct fiscal effect on the state.

Local Fiscal Highlights

LOCAL GOVERNMENT FY 2000 FY 2001 FUTURE YEARS
Township Park Districts
Revenues Potential gain Potential gain Potential gain
Expenditures Potential increase Potential increase Potential increase
Counties and Municipalities
Revenues Potential offsetting gain Potential offsetting gain Potential offsetting gain
Expenditures Potential increase Potential increase Potential increase

Note: For most local governments, the fiscal year is the calendar year. The school district fiscal year is July 1 through June 30.

» Township park districts (TPD) could gain revenue from fines, user charges, lease revenue, revenue

securities, and via other methods as set forth in the bill.

» TPD would also be permitted authority to engage in activities that could increase costs, including issuing

securities, acquiring certain land, and expanding use of credit card debt.

» Counties and municipalities could incur costs to adjudicate cases resulting from challenges to fines or
penalties assessed by a TPD, but could also receive offsetting fee revenue from such cases.
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis
The bill makes numerous changes to the Township Park District law. The changes with potential
fiscal impact are listed below. According to the Ohio Parks and Recreations Association
(OPRA), there are 30 township and/or joint recreations districts in the state.

Potential revenue gains

The bill creates new revenue possibilities for township park districts (TPD) by permitting these
districts to:

» Establish fines and other penalties for violations of park rules that go to the TPD
» Lease park land to others and charge fees for use of park land and facilities

» Sell park lands with approval of TPD’s appointing authority, instead of requiring a vote
of electors

» Accept donations of land, money, or property without approval of the appointing
authority

» Accept contributions from township trustees without approval of the appointing authority
if the TPD has land in the relevant township (the bill also includes county park districts in
this provision)

» Issue revenue securities; this would be a short term gain

Potential cost increases

The bill also increases a TPD’s authority to engage in activities for which they could have
increased costs. This includes allowing TPD to:

» Obtain land not coterminous with the township, as long as 75% of its acreage is within
the township

» Issue revenue securities; this would increase debt service costs
e Set policies regarding use of TPD credit cards (bill removes a statutory $750 per month

limit)
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