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STATUS:

H.B. 66 DATE: Mar ch 13, 2007

AsIntroduced SPONSOR: Rep. Collier

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: Yes

CONTENTS:

Changes the minimum school year requirement from daysto hours

State Fiscal Highlights

No direct fiscd effect on the sate.

Local Fiscal Highlights

Schoal digtricts may experience increased operational costs for making up school time lost due to inclement weether
and other unforeseen public caamities. Time can be made up by adding hours to each day or by adding daysto the

year.

Some digtricts may experience a decrease in codtsif they were to diminate one day from the school week aslong as
they continued to meet the parameters set by the hill.




Detailed Fiscal Analysis

Schoal didtricts are currently required to provide 182 days of ingtruction during each school
year, incuding desgnated time for parent-teacher conferences and teacher professona development.
Each day mugt be at least five hours in length for grades 1 through 6 and five and one-hdf hoursin
length for grades 7 through 12. Didtricts are permitted to close schools for up to five days per year,
delay the start of a school day for up to two hours, and close schools up to two hours early for public
cadamities such as hazardous westher, without making up the lost ingructiond time.

Beginning in the 2007-2008 school year, the bill changes the ingtructiond time requirement to
one based on hours instead of days and diminates the current excused time for public calamities. For
grades 1 through 6, the proposed requirement is 910 hours (182 days x 5 hours/day) and for grades
7 through 12 the requirement is 1,001 hours (182 days x 5.5 hours/day). However, the bill dso
dipulates that each schoal didtrict offer the same number of hours of ingruction as it offered during the
2006-2007 school year. According to information from the Department of Education, it gppears that
most school digtricts are offering more than the minimum number of hours currently required. Under the
bill, therefore, the minimum number of hours of ingruction for mogt didricts will be higher than the
current 910-hour or 1,001-hour requirement. In addition, by removing excused time for public
cdamities, assuming most didtricts teke advantage of some amount of this excused time each year, the
bill effectively increases the number of hours of ingtruction required for most districts above what they
currently offer.

The change to a requirement based on hours as opposed to days would alow the schoals to
make up these days or hours by possbly Iengthening the school day rather than adding days on to the
end of the year. While this may mitigate some of the cost of making up the days, schoal districts could
gl experience costs depending on the number of days or hours to make up throughout a school yesr.
These additiond costs would be dependent upon the amount and duration of time missed by school
didricts.

By changing the school year requirement to one based on hours instead of days, the bill gives
digricts some flexibility in establishing their school cdendar. This flexibility is subject by the bill to the
following parameters.  each school must be open for ingruction for aminimum of 36 school weeks per
year, no school may be closed for more than 90 consecutive school days, and school districts must get
their board of education’s gpprova to reduce the number of hours per year or the number of days per
week (as long as the hours do not go below the 2006-2007 school year levels). For example, the bill
would permit digtrict boards of education to establish a four-day school week instead of a standard
five-day school week. According to the Nationa School Boards Association, in 2002, 108 school
digricts in ten states were operating with four-day school weeks. Mostly smal and rurd digtricts have
taken advantage of the four-day school week schedule. Some of these didtricts report reducing
expenses for food service, pupil transportation, energy, and custodia services.
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