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CONTENTS: M akes changesto the Architects Law

State Fiscal Highlights

STATE FUND FY 2008 FY 2009 FUTURE YEARS
Occupational Licensng and Regulatory Fund (Fund 4K 9)
Revenues Potentid gain Potentid gain Potentid gain
Expenditures -0- -0- -0-

Note: The state fiscal year is July 1 through June 30. For example, FY 2008 isJuly 1, 2007 — June 30, 2008.

Among other changes, the bill alows architecturd interns and emeritus architects to register for use of those titles,
samplifies reciprocd registration requirements for architects, and expands architecture and landscape architecture
firm ownership options. These changes may result in increased regigtration activity and thus, again in revenue to the
Occupationd Licensng and Regulatory Fund (Fund 4K9).

Local Fiscal Highlights

No direct fiscd effect on politica subdivisons.




Detailed Fiscal Analysis
Overview

This bill makes many changes to the governing statutes of the State Board of Examiners of
Architects. The bill changes the name of the State Board of Examiners of Architects to the Architects
Board, dlows severa new architecturd titles to be used, changes reciprocity requirements, modifies the
contents of certificates awarded to licensees, adds a fee to cover the cost of insufficiently funded
checks, and expands firm ownership options. The State Board of Examiners of Architects oversees the
adminigtrative work of gpproximately 7,200 architects and 950 architecturd firms. The Board, along
with the State Board of Landscape Architect Examiners, uses a combined staff and operates out of the
Occupationa Licensing and Regulatory Fund (Fund 4K9), which pools the license fee and other
revenue received by many of Ohio's occupationd licensing and regulatory boards.

State fiscal effects — State Board of Examiners of Architects

Firm ownership reguirements

The hill expands current law architectura and landscape architecturd firm ownership provisons
to permit firms to offer services in this sate if more than 50% of the trustees in the case of an employee
stock ownership plan (ESOP) are registered design professionals (professiona engineers, surveyors,
architects, or landscape architects). Current law does not recognize ESOPs as aform of ownership.

The bill dso permits owners of architecture and landscape architecture firms to be registered as
design professonds in other states in order to offer services in Ohio. Currently, these architecture firm
owners must be registered specificaly in Ohio. If additiond firms were to register with the boards as a
result of these provisons, fee revenue would increase. The current fee for an initid architecture firm
regigration (a certificate of authorization) is $125 while the renewd fee is $100 every two years.
Landscape architecture firms pay an initia fee of $100 and a biennia renewa fee of $50.

Reciprocity simplification

The bill amplifies the requirements for reciprocity. Under current law, a person from another
gate wishing to be regstered in Ohio must be licensed or registered by a state that has equd registration
requirements and extends similar reciprocity as Ohio. That person must aso be certified by the
Nationa Council of Architectural Regigtration Boards (NCARB). The hill would only require licensure
or regidration in another sate and NCARB certification as a prerequidte for reciprocity. If additiona
reciprocal regigrations are granted as a result of the smplified requirements, fee revenue to the Board
may increase. The fee to be registered by reciprocity is $250.




Architect title usage

Under current law, only persons with certificates of qualification may practice under the title of
"architect.” The hill gives the Board the authority to dlow persons to use the title intern architect,
architecturd intern (which can be used interchangeably with "intern architect") or emeritus architect and
authorizes fees to be charged for such regigtrations. The Board dready registers interns to take the
Architect Regigration Examination (ARE) a a fee of $50. Under the hill, interns could aso register
with the Board to use the title "intern architect.” NCARB reported that there are 900 architectura
interns practicing in Ohio. Of this amount, the Board indicated that 500 are currently registered to take
the ARE.

The Board has registered dl potential emeritus architects under the standard certificate of
qudification. These are persons over the age of 65 that are retired but ill maintain an active
regisration and adhere to continuing education requirements. Rules to be adopted concerning these
registrations will exempt emeritus architects from continuing education requirements.  According to the
Board, there are approximately 680 Ohio resident registrants over the age of 65, which would qudify
those persons for the emeritus title if they are retired. However, the Board indicates that many of these
persons are gill practicing and thus would not be digible. The fee to be adopted in rule for emeritus
architect regigtration will be $125 biennidly, which is the same as the current biennid renewa fee for
architects.

Allowing such titles to be used may increase revenue to the Board depending on how many
additiona interns or emeritus (such as those who would have let their license lgpse upon retirement due
to continuing education requirements but would now obtain emeritus status) would elect to register for
their use,

L andscape architect supervision requirements

Under current law, before a landscape architect can be registered, an applicant must meet
certain age and educationd criteria.  Additiondly, an applicant must either (1) have three years of
practical experience in an office or have been under the direct supervison of a registered landscape
architect actively practicing or (2) have completed an internship program. The bill requires landscape
architect gpplicants not completing an internship program to meet both requirements in (1) above rather
than just one or the other. Nearly al applicants currently comply with both the practica experience and
supervison requirements, meaning that there would belittle to no fisca effect from this provison.

Bounced check fees

Currently, the Board must absorb the costs for checks or other instruments returned due to
insufficient funds. The bill dlows the State Board of Examiners of Architects and the State Board of
Landscape Architect Examiners to charge a fee to cover these costs, which has the potentia of
increasing revenue to the Board. The Board noted that checks have bounced in only a handful of
gtuations in recent years, making any gain in revenue from these provisions negligible.




Name change costs

The bill changes the name of the Board from the State Board of Examiners of Architects to the
Architects Board. Changing forms, obtaining new letterhead, and so forth would be consdered a

routine cost of doing business. The Board will continue to use current stock of these items until they run
out.
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