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Bill: Sub. S.B. 196 of the 129th G.A. Date: June 8, 2012
Status: As Passed by the House Sponsor: Sen. Wagoner
Local Impact Statement Procedure Required: No

Contents: Ohio Business Opportunity Plan Law

State Fiscal Highlights

e No direct fiscal effect on the state.

Local Fiscal Highlights

e The bill's fiscal effect on courts of common pleas, and municipal or county courts
could either be: (1) a minimal at most increase in a court's annual operating costs to
adjudicate a few additional business disputes, or (2) a savings effect by reducing the
number of actions for recovery filed.

Detailed Fiscal Analysis

The bill amends the Ohio Business Opportunity Plan Law, which regulates the
sale of business franchises, by changing provisions related to cancelling an agreement,
exempting specified persons or transactions, and actions for recovery.

The bill may create a few additional business disputes for the courts of common
pleas, and municipal or county courts around the state to adjudicate. It is also possible
that the bill's limiting of the timeframe within which an action for recovery may be
brought could even reduce the number of actions that might otherwise have been filed
under current law. Also important to note is that many franchise agreements already
contain provisions allowing for the arbitration of disputes, which tends to keep such
disputes out of the courts. Thus, the bill could produce two contrasting local fiscal
effects: (1) a minimal at most increase in a court's annual operating costs to adjudicate a
few additional business disputes, or (2) a savings effect by reducing the number of
actions for recovery filed.
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