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Bill: S.B. 235 of the 129th G.A. Date: December 6, 2011 

Status: As Introduced Sponsor: Sen. Burke 

Local Impact Statement Procedure Required:  No  

Contents: Establishes a waiver for the commercial driver's license skills test for drivers with military 
commercial motor vehicle experience 

State Fiscal Highlights 

 The bill permits certain drivers to obtain a commercial driver's license without 

taking a skills test.  This may have a minimal fiscal effect on the state by reducing 

revenues from the testing fee and lowering expenditures on providing the skills test. 

Local Fiscal Highlights 

 The bill permits certain drivers to obtain a commercial driver's license without 

taking a skills test.  This may have a minimal fiscal effect on the local governments 

that operate testing centers by reducing revenues from the testing fee and lowering 

expenditures on providing the skills test. 
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Detailed Fiscal Analysis 

The bill establishes a waiver for the commercial driver's license (CDL) skills test 

for drivers with military commercial motor vehicle experience.  In order to qualify for 

the waiver, at the time of application, the applicant must be a current member or 

uniformed employee of the armed forces, or have separated from such service within 

the preceding 90 days. 

The fee for an applicant taking the CDL skills test depends on which testing 

location is used.  There are five state-operated testing locations, where it costs an 

applicant $50 to take the skills test, and ten public or third-party testing locations, of 

which three are operated by local governmental entities, where it costs an applicant $85 

to take the skills test.  By granting a waiver to an applicant who has recent military 

commercial motor vehicle experience, there is a possibility that the State Highway 

Safety Fund (Fund 7036) or the local entities that offer testing could lose revenue from 

applicants who would otherwise have to pay the testing fee.  Any loss in revenue will 

be at least partially offset by a savings of the costs of providing the testing.  However, 

given the small number of applicants affected by this provision, it is unlikely that the 

fiscal impact would be significant. 
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