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Bill: S.B. 274 of the 130th G.A. Date: May 13, 2014 

Status: As Introduced Sponsor: Sen. Hughes 

Local Impact Statement Procedure Required: No  

Contents: Makes changes to towing laws and regulations 

State Fiscal Highlights 

 No direct fiscal effect on the state. 

Local Fiscal Highlights 

 Clerks of courts of common pleas may experience an increase in expenditures 

related to increased workload that will be offset by a gain in revenues related to the 

increase in the number of vehicles that could be declared unclaimed. 

 

 

Detailed Fiscal Analysis 

Under current law, repair garages and places of storage are permitted to file an 

affidavit with a clerk of court of common pleas to receive a certificate of title for a 

vehicle valued at less than $2,500 that has been left unclaimed for more than 30 days. 

The bill makes changes to this provision to include towing companies in the list of types 

of companies that can obtain a certificate of title for an unclaimed vehicle and also to 

increase the value of the vehicle for which a certificate of title may be obtained to $5,000. 

These changes may increase the workload for the clerks of courts, but any increase in 

expenditures will be offset by the requirement, unchanged by the bill, that the owner of 

the towing company, repair garage, or place of storage pay the clerk the value of the 

motor vehicle, less expenses incurred by the owner of the given company for the towing 

and storage of the vehicle. 

The bill makes several other changes to motor vehicle towing requirements and 

procedures, which primarily affect private towing companies and do not have any fiscal 

impact on governmental entities. 
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