Fiscal Note & Local Impact Statement
123 rd General Assembly of Ohio

BILL: Am. Sub. S.B. 207 DATE: May 24, 2000
STATUS: AsEnacted — Effective October 27, 2000 SPONSOR: Sen. Armbruster
LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: Yes

CONTENTS: Increases the penalty for the obstruction of a street, road, or highway by arailroad, and
requiresthat thefines paid to the municipal corporation or county in which the violation
occurred be used for railroad highway grade crossing improvements

State Fiscal Highlights

No direct fiscal effect on the state.

Local Fiscal Highlights

LOCAL GOVERNMENT FY 2000 FY 2001 FUTURE YEARS
Counties and Municipalities
Revenues Potential gain Potentid gain Potentid gain
Expenditures Potentia increase Potentid increase Potentia increase
Townships
Revenues Potential loss Potentia loss Potentia loss
Expenditures -0- -0- -0-

Note: For most local governments, the fiscal year isthe calendar year. The school district fiscal year is July 1 through June 30.

A new fund, the railroad grade crossng improvement fund, will receive fine revenue from ether the county or
municipa corporation in which the violation occurred. The monetary extent of the revenue gain depends upon
the number of citations issued and fine revenue collected. If, during any fiscd year, the amount of fine revenue
collected is $3,000 or less, that amount is to be used for any purposes determined by the county commissioners

for the following year.

If the fine revenue collected exceeds $3,000 in any fiscd year, for the following two fisca years, the monies are
to be used for ralroad grade crossing improvements as well. After the period of two fiscad years the

disposition of fundswill be based upon the amount of fine revenue collected in thet fiscd yeer.

The bill requires counties and municipa corporations to use the new funds to pay for grade crossing protection
devices desgnated by the Public Utilities Commission. The monetary extent of the expenditures depends upon
the number of citations issued and fine revenue collected. The hill aso grants permissive authority for county

commissioners to gppropriate genera fund monies for the same purposes.

240




The legidative authority of the municipa corporation, or board of county commissoners, may adso use the funds
for discretionary spending related to other grade crossing improvements. The monetary extent of the
expenditures depends upon the number of citations issued and fine revenue collected.

If aralroad car or locomotive blockage obstructs the public streets of unincorporated areas in one or more
counties, or in one or more municipa corporations, the county or municipality may charge the raillroad only once
for each affected area violation $1,000, in accordance with Section 5589.21. For abandoned cars, except for
cases of emergency that warrant such action, railroad companies will be fined $5,000 in accordance with
Section 5589.211.

Detailed Fiscal Analysis

The provigons of this bill increase the pendty for the obgruction of a sreet, road, or highway by a
raillroad, and require that the fines paid to the municipa corporation in which the violation occurred, be
used for railroad highway grade crossng improvements.  The maximum fine amount increases from
$1,000 for a minor misdemeanor, to $5,000 for a misdemeanor of the first degree for each separate
violation, regardless of the time of road blockage per violation.

The fine revenue will be deposited into the new railroad grade crossng improvement fund in each
county and municipa corporation. Monies from this fund will be used to pay for grade crossng
protective devices as assigned by the Public Utilities Commisson. Other related grade crossng
improvements will be paid for from this fund at the discretion of the legidative authority of the municipd
corporation, or the board of county commissioners.

This bill will address violations on the heavily traveled rail lines of Northern Ohio from Cuyahoga
County to the Indiana border. Information with regard to the actua number of citations issued is
inconclusve. The Norwak Municipa Court in Huron County has recorded 27 citetions for this offense
since June 1999. During the same timeframe, the Lorain County Sheriff’s Office has recorded one such
citation and at least eight complaints of road blockage by atrain. It is clear, from conversaions with
other law enforcement dficids, that the mgority of localities do not keep track of this offense. The
increase in the amount of the fine, however, will provide an indeterminate amount of increased revenue
to the newly created funds.

LSC fiscal staff: Jonathan Lee, Budget Analyst
Clifford R. Marsh, Budget/Policy Analyst
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