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MBR General H. B. 487

Abolishment of the eTech Ohio Commission

As Passed by the House

Sections: 515.10, 512.60, Repealed: 183.28, 3353.02,
3353.03, 3353.04, 3353.09, 3353.15, 3353.20,
Renumbers various sections
Amends Sections 283.20, 283.30 of H.B. 153

Abolishes the eTech Ohio Commission, effective July 1,
2012.

Eliminates the requirement for the development of a state
educational technology plan.

Eliminates the Interactive Distance Learning Pilot Project.

Eliminates the Education Technology Trust Fund (held
tobacco settlement moneys dedicated to educational
technology) and transfers the remaining balance to the
GRF.

Eliminates the Information Technology Service Fund (held
money received by the Commission from educational
entities for the provision of information technology
services).

Transfers all remaining duties of eTech to the Department
of Education or the Chancellor of the Board of Regents.
(See BORCD8 and EDUCD9)

Fiscal effect: Transfers appropriations and earmarks for
eTech in FY 2013 to the Board of Regents or the Department
of Education. The $0.76 balance in the Educational
Technology Trust Fund (Fund S087) is transferred to the
GRF. The Information Technology Services Fund (Fund
5JU0) has a balance of $0.
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Other Education Provisions
EDUCD9 Transfer of eTech Ohio Duties to the Department of Education

Sections: 515.13, R.C. 3301.75, 3314.074

assistance to schools from the eTech Ohio Commission
(that is abolished by the bill) to ODE, in coordination with
the Chancellor of the Board of Regents. These duties
include:

No provision. (1) Making grants to institutions and other organizations for
the provision of technical assistance and other services to

school districts, community schools, and other educational
institutions and affiliates;

No provision. (2) Establishing a reporting system for school districts,
community schools, other educational institutions,
affiliates, and educational technology organizations;

No provision. (3) Ensuring that, where appropriate, products produced by
an educational entity for use in elementary and secondary
education are aligned with statewide academic standards;

No provision. (4) Promoting accessibility to educational products aligned
with the statewide academic standards for school districts,
community schools, and other educational entities; and

No provision. (5) Executing contracts and other agreements necessary
and desirable to carry out the duties noted above.

No provision. ‘ Transfers the duties related to providing technology

No provision. Transfers from eTech Ohio to ODE the responsibility of
collecting from closing community schools computer
hardware or software originally received from the former
SchoolNet Commission or eTech Ohio.
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Fiscal effect: Appropriations totaling $501,677 from the GRF
and $100,000 from the Telecommunity Education Fund
(Fund 4W90) in FY 2013 are transferred from eTech to ODE
to fund these duties.
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