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Ohio Board of Regents– 

Agricultural 
 
OVERVIEW 

Summary of the budget funding recommendations:  Within the Governor’s recommended budget for 
the Board of Regents (BOR) are two line items that support higher-education programs of concern to the 
agriculture community.  These two line items are 235-511, Cooperative Extension Service, and 235-535, 
Agricultural Research & Development Center.  This Redbook describes these two line items and their 
budget implications. 

The combined biennial appropriation for the two line items would be $119.0 million, for a $9.2 million 
(8.4 percent) increase over the current biennium’s estimated actual funding.  The two line items would 
constitute 2.4 percent of the BOR’s total biennial budget and 2.3 percent of its increase. 

As can be seen from the summary budget table on page A3, the combined annual recommended 
appropriation for the two line items would increase by $2.0 million (3.5 percent) for fiscal year 2000 and 
by another $1.6 million (2.8 percent) for the fiscal year 2001.  Both of these increases would exceed the 
estimated overall inflation rates of 2.3 percent and 2.4 percent, respectively. 

The picture for the two items individually is different, however.  The above-inflation increases for the two 
years are attributable to just one of the two line items, Cooperative Extension Service.  It would receive 
higher percentage increases for each fiscal year than would the Agricultural Research & Development 
Center, whose increases would be held to the inflation rate.  This difference, described in the following 
section, Analysis of Executive Proposal,, can be attributed to just one major new initiative that is being 
recommended in the budget:  the mandate for the Cooperative Extension Service to support the Ohio 
Watersheds Initiative. 

Other than the above matter, the BOR has indicated no major initiatives under the recommended budget 
for these two lines for the biennium. 

Budget issues:  No specific budget issues concerning these two agricultural line items are indicated by 
the Board of Regents in the recommended budget.  However, both the extension service and the R&D 
center have indicated several issues of concern.  These are mentioned in the section Analysis of Executive 
Proposal. 

• Two line items included 

• Increase in biennial 
funding is 8.4% 

• An earmark for 
Cooperative Extension 
Service 
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Description of the agency: The two agricultural line items are included in the budget of the Ohio Board 
of Regents (BOR), which coordinates higher education in Ohio. 

The BOR’s primary missions are to distribute funds to state-assisted higher education institutions and to 
promote Ohioans’ access to higher education for career preparation and advancement, economic and 
social mobility and personal intellectual development.  Higher education is considered to help provide the 
educated labor force necessary for a vigorous economy.  In higher education, citizens and industry are 
provided access to an array of research and technological knowledge, medical care and cultural and 
artistic events. 

The regents are ultimately responsible for ensuring that the state’s higher education enterprise has the 
resources, direction, and incentives to efficiently and effectively create, disseminate, and apply 
knowledge. 

A fuller description of the BOR and its operations can be found in the Redbook for that agency. 

The BOR’s budget is comprised of ten program series; the budget for each series contains one or more 
line items.  The two agricultural line items of concern in this Redbook are contained in Program Series 5, 
called Public Service – Statewide.  A description of this series and these two line items, along with the 
implications of the recommended budget appropriations, is provided in the section Analysis of Executive 
Proposal. 

Current goals and challenges: Some of the BOR’s goals and challenges for the biennium, as reflected in 
its funding recommendations, are provided in the BOR Redbook.  Of the priority goals and challenges 
indicated by the agency at this time, none concern the programs supported by the two agricultural line 
items. 
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Ohio Board of Regents:  The Agricultural Budget (BOR-AGR) Line Items 

BOR 
Program 
Series 

Fund 
Group ALI Description FY 1999 FY 2000 FY 2001 

5 GRF 235-511 Cooperative 
Extension Service $23,815,548 $25,043,306 $25,858,525

 Change vs. prior year 6.39% 5.16% 3.26%

5 GRF 235-535 Agricultural Research 
& Development Center 32,867,947 33,623,910 34,430,884

 Change vs. prior year 7.20% 2.30% 2.40%

 GRF 
Both 
line 

items 
Total BOR-AGR $56,683,495 $58,667,216 $60,289,409

 Change vs. prior year 6.86% 3.50% 2.77%

 All All line 
items 

Total BOR budget (all 
line items) $2,313,695,863 $2,414,733,050 $2,516,436,604

 BOR-AGR line items 
as a percentage of 

total BOR budget
2.45% 2.43% 2.40%
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ANALYSIS OF EXECUTIVE PROPOSAL 

All ten of the Board of Regents’ program series are described in the Redbook for that agency. This 
section will concern itself with just two of the line items in Program Series 5: ALI 235-511, Cooperative 
Extension Service and ALI 235-535, Agricultural Research and Development Center.  

PUBLIC SERVICE-STATEWIDE Program Series 5
 

Purpose   This program series supports public service activities at the state’s higher education 
institutions.  

 

The following table shows the line items that are used to fund this program series, as well as the 
Governor’s recommended funding levels. 

Fund ALI Title FY 2000 FY 2001 

GRF 235-511 Cooperative Extension Service $25,043,306 $25,858,525 

GRF 235-535 Agricultural R&D Center 33,623,910 34,430,884 

  Subtotal for the two line items $58,667,216 $60,289,409 

GRF 235-524 Police and Fire Protection 244,996 244,996 

GRF 235-583 Urban University Programs 5,098,911 5,221,285 

GRF 235-587 Rural University Projects 1,273,070 1,303,624 

Total funding: PUBLIC SERVICE-STATEWIDE $65,284,193 $67,059,314 

 

Public Service – Statewide 

Program Series 5 

Program Description:  This program series consists of several programs supporting public 
service activities performed at or by the state’s higher education institutions.  These services 
address a variety of agricultural, rural, and urban issues and are offered either statewide or 
regionally. 

Funding Source:  This program series is funded entirely by GRF funds. 

Line Items:  Following are brief descriptions of the two agricultural line items comprising 
this program series.  Additional descriptions, including the legal bases for the line items, are 
available in the Legislative Budget Office’s Catalog of Budget Line Items (COBLI), a 
relevant excerpt from which is included with this Redbook. 

ALI 235-511, Cooperative Extension Service, suppo9rts educational programs for Ohioans 
in the areas of agriculture and natural resources, family and consumer science (including 
home economics and family living), community development, and 4-H youth development. 
Eligible participants are the food and fiber industries, homemakers, farmers, community 
leaders and young people. 

The programs, operated under the Ohio State University’s land-grant mandate by the Ohio 
State University Extension, provides services to every county in the state and is intended to 
help people improve their lives through an educational process using scientific knowledge 
focused on identified issues and need.  Included as an earmark under this line item are funds 
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to support the Ohio Watersheds Initiative. 

 

Current priority programs indicated by the Ohio State University Extension include food 
safety, rural-urban interfaces, site-specific farming, environmental issues, 4-H expansion, 
and problems faced by limited-resource clients. 

The Extension also indicates other primary activities, both ongoing and planned.  These 
activities include efforts to improve distance education (through satellite, Internet and other 
technologies); collaborative educational efforts with other colleges at the university 
(through, e.g., incentive grants); collaborative efforts with branch campuses, the Ohio 
Agricultural Research and Development Center and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (to 
establish regional enterprise centers that facilitate economic development opportunities); and 
efforts to help county governments faced with financial difficulties (by, e.g., increased 
subsidization of additional extension agents).  

ALI 235-535, Agricultural R&D Center, supports the Ohio Agricultural Research and 
Development Center (OARDC), which conducts basic and applied research through the 
Ohio State University’s colleges of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences; Human 
Ecology; Biological Sciences; and Veterinary Medicine. Research areas include plant and 
animal agriculture, engineering, social sciences, food science, natural resources, 
environmental sciences, community and human development, and human nutrition.  The 
center serves such diverse groups as consumers, farmers and other producers, food 
processors, environmentalists, landfill managers, and researchers.  

The OARDC indicates that a major priority for the biennium is its effort to enhance the 
productivity of its research scientists.  It wants to continue to rebuild its essential research 
programs and faculty and staff positions following the effects of the budget reductions of the 
late 1980’s and early 1990’s. Its indicated needs include additional technicians, additional 
and repaired equipment, expansion of the recently established internal Competitive Grants 
Program, and the establishment of a state-wide Ohio Plant Biotechnology Consortium, 
which would support competitive research intended to enhance Ohio’s food crops and green 
industries.  

Implication of Recommendation:  The recommended biennial budget appropriation for 
these two combined line items is $119.0 million, which represents an increase of $9.2 
million (8.4 percent) over the current biennium’s $109.7 million.  (The biennial increase for 
the two line items constitutes more than the increase for Program Series 5 as a whole, 
because of reductions for other line items.) 

Further, the recommended biennial appropriation for the two line items is 2.41 percent of the 
total BOR appropriation and 2.33 percent of its recommended increase.  From the base fiscal 
year 1999, the annual increases are $2.0 million (3.5 percent) and another $1.6 million (2.8 
percent) for FY 2000 and FY 2001, respectively.  These recommended increases exceed the 
estimated overall inflation rates of 2.3 percent and 2.4 percent, respectively.  

Individually, however, the two line items differ.  The above-inflation budget increases for 
the combined line items are caused by just one of the two items, Cooperative Extension 
Service.  Annual budget increases for the Agricultural Research & Development Center, on 
the other hand, would be held to the inflation rates. This difference can be mainly attributed 
to just one major new initiative that is being recommended in the budget: the mandate for 
the Cooperative Extension Service to support the Ohio Watersheds Initiative. 
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Specifically, the Cooperative Extension Service line item would see a biennial increase of 
$4.7 million (10.2 percent) from the current biennium’s $46.2 million. On an annual basis, 
the increases would exceed inflation.  From its FY 1999 estimate of $23.8 million, this line 
item’s appropriation would increase by $1.2 million (5.2 percent) and another $0.8 million 
(3.3 percent) for FY 2000 and FY 2001, respectively. 

These above-inflation annual increases arise form the funding for the Ohio Watersheds 
Initiative, which would be funded by a proposed temporary-law earmark of $680,000 for   
FY 2000 and $910,500 for FY 2001. Without this earmark, the appropriations for the two 
years would be $24,363,306 and $24,948,025; at these levels, the annual increases would be 
just 2.3 percent and 2.4 percent for FY 2000 and FY 2001, respectively, or just equal to the 
estimated overall rates of inflation.  

For its part, the Agricultural Research and Development Center’s biennial increase would be 
$4.5 million (7.1 percent) from the current biennium’s $63.5 million.  On an annual basis, 
the line item would be held to he projected inflation rates. From its FY 1999 estimate of 
$32.9 million, the appropriation would increase by $0.8 million (2.3 percent) and another 
$0.8 million (2.4 percent) for FY 2000 and FY 2001, respectively.  The biennial increase 
would be $4.5 million (7.1 percent).  
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PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY LAW  

This section describes permanent and temporary law provisions contained in the executive budget that 
will affect the department’s activities and spending decisions during the next biennium. 

 

Permanent Law Provisions 

No permanent law changes directly affecting these line items are included in the recommended budget 
bill. 

 

Temporary Law Provisions 

Section 7.09  of H.B. 282  [Cooperative Extension Service et al.]:  In summary, the bill would . . . 

• add an earmark that calls for this line item to support the Ohio Watersheds Initiative.  The 
earmarked funds would amount to $680,000 and $910,500 in FY 2000 and FY 2001, 
respectively.



As
Introduced

20032001

% Change
Est. 2001 to 
House 2002

% Change
House 2002 to 

House 2003

As
Introduced

2002Fund ALI ALI Title

LSC Budget Spreadsheet by Line Item, FY 2002 - FY 2003

Estimated
 House

Sub Bill
2002

 House
Sub Bill

2003

Revised

Regents, Ohio Board ofBOR
2.0% 2.0%GRF 235-511 Cooperative Extension Service $ 28,262,696 $ 28,827,949$27,708,525 $ 28,262,696 $ 28,827,949

2.0% 2.0%GRF 235-535 Ohio Agricultural Research and Development 
Center

$ 39,505,502 $ 40,295,612$38,730,884 $ 39,505,502 $ 40,295,612

2.0% 2.0%General Revenue Fund Total $ 67,768,198 $ 69,123,561$ 66,439,409 $ 67,768,198 $ 69,123,561

2.0% 2.0%$ 67,768,198 $ 69,123,561Total All Budget Fund Groups $ 66,439,409 $ 67,768,198 $ 69,123,561

Tuesday, May 08, 2001 Page 1 of  1Prepared by the Legislative Service Commission



Regents, Ohio Board of -  Catalog of Budget Line Items

General Revenue Fund

      

$22,385,000 $23,815,548 $26,643,306 $27,708,525 $28,262,696 $28,827,949

GRF

ORC, section 3333.35; established under the Smith-Lever Act in 1914; state subsidy 
created in the early 1950's

The line iem supports educational programs for Ohioans in the areas of agriculture, 
natural resources development, family and consumer science (including home 
economics and family living), community development, and 4-H youth 
development.  Eligible participants are farmers, homemakers, young people, the 
food and fiber industries, and community leaders.  The programs, operated by the 
Ohio State University under its land-grant mandate, provide services to every county 
in the state and are intended to help people improve their lives through an 
educational process using scientific knowledge focused on identified issues and 
needs.

Some ot the programs undertaken by the Extension Service have included food 
safety, rural-urban interfaces, site-specific farming, environmental issues, 4-H 
expansion, and problems faced by limited-resource clients.  Other primary activities, 
ongoing or planned, have included efforts to improve distance education (through 
satellite, Internet and other technologies); collaborative educational efforts with 
other colleges at the Ohio State University (through, e.g., incentive grants); 
collaborative efforts with branch campuses, the Ohio Agricultural Research and 
Development Center (OARDC) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (e.g., to 
establish regional enterprise centers that facilitate economic development 
opportunities); and effors to help couny governments faced with financial 
difficulties (e.g., by increased subsidization of additional extension agents).

Included as an earmark under this line item are funds to support the Ohio 
Watersheds Initiative.

1998 1999 2000 2001
 Estimate

2002
Executive Proposal

2003
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

6.4% 11.9% 4.0% 2.0% 2.0%

235-511 Cooperative Extension Service

COBLI: 1 of 2

Legislative Service Commission - Redbook
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$30,660,880 $32,867,947 $36,673,910 $38,730,884 $39,505,502 $40,295,612

GRF

ORC 3335.56; the Ohio Agricultural Experiment Station was created by Congress in 
1882; the station was renamed the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development 
Center (OARDC) in 1965; it became part of the Ohio State University in 1982

This line item supports the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center 
(OARDC), which conducts basic and applied research through the Ohio State 
University's Colleges of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences; Human 
Ecology; Biological Sciences; and Veterinary Medicine.  Research areas include 
plant and animal agriculture, engineering, social sciences, food sciences, natural 
resources, environmental sciences, community and human development, and human 
nutrition.  The population served includes farmers, other producers, food processors, 
environmentalists, landfill managers, and researchers.

Activities in which the OARDC has been or plans to be involved include expansion 
of the internal Competitive Grants Program (to leverage additional research funds); 
investments in new economically strategic enterprdises such as aquaculture and 
biofuels; and quality-of-life issues such as food safety and land use management and 
preservation.

1998 1999 2000 2001
 Estimate

2002
Executive Proposal

2003
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

7.2% 11.6% 5.6% 2.0% 2.0%

235-535 Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center

COBLI: 2 of 2

Legislative Service Commission - Redbook



Regents, Ohio Board of H. B. 0094

As Introduced

Temporary Law  Changes

Main Operating Appropriations Bill

As Passed  by the House

Funds the Ohio State University Cooperative Extension 
Service.

Provides several earmarks at the same levels as for FY 
2001:
(1)  County agent staffing:  $210,000 in each fiscal year

(2)  Enterprise Center for Economic Development:  
$210,000 in each fiscal year

(3)  Farm labor mediation and education:  $65,000 in each 
fiscal year

(4)  OSU Marion Enterprise Center:  $215,000 in each 
fiscal year

(5)  Ohio Watersheds Initiative:  $910,500 in each fiscal 
year

No change.

(1)  No change.

(2)  No change.

(3)  No change.

(4)  No change.

(5)  No change.

Cooperative Extension Service

235-511 

1 Subject:

ALI:

7.09 Section: 92.09 Section:

1 5/8/2001Prepared by the Legislative Service Commission



Regents, Ohio Board of H. B. 0094

As Introduced

Temporary Law  Changes

Main Operating Appropriations Bill

As Passed  by the House

Provides an appropriation to support the center.

Provides several earmarks at their FY 2001 levels:
(1)  Piketon Agricultural Research and Development 
Center:  $950,000 in each fiscal year

(2)  Raspberry/Strawberry Ellagic Acid Research program:  
$250,000 in each fiscal year

(3)  Ohio Berry Administrator:  $50,000 in each fiscal year

(4)  Crop development:  $100,000 in each fiscal year

Same as Executive, but changes the appropriation item 
name "Agricultural Research and Development Center" to 
"Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center".  
This provision has no fiscal effect.

(1)  No change.

(2)  No change.

(3)  No change.

(4)  No change.

Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center

235-535 

2 Subject:

ALI:

7.09 Section: 92.09 Section:

2 5/8/2001Prepared by the Legislative Service Commission
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