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OVERVIEW 

The Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board (CSR) provides all educational, maintenance, support, 
and security services for the Capitol Square Complex, the Statehouse, and its grounds. The agency also 
operates a museum shop and maintains an underground public parking garage. Another significant aspect 
of CSR’s operations is the Ohio Government Telecommunications (OGT) studio, which broadcasts House 
and Senate sessions and produces educational programming for the public. CSR provides public tours 
through the Statehouse Education and Visitors Center through a cooperative agreement with the Ohio 
Historical Society. 

The Board comprises nine members, including two members from both the House and Senate and five 
persons appointed by the governor. An executive director handles the day-to-day operations of the 
agency.  CSR employs 85 full-time staff, as well as nine part-time employees. 

The executive recommendation for fiscal year (FY) 2002 appropriations is $7,672,283, which represents a 
4.3 percent increase over estimated FY 2001 spending ($7,355,034), though it is 20.3 percent lower than 
the $9,624,096 the agency requested. The executive recommendation for FY 2003 appropriations is 
$7,980,784, which is 4.0 percent higher than the FY 2002 funding recommendation, and 18.5 percent 
lower than the $9,794,668 the agency requested. 

 

 

• Increased funding for 
telecommunications 
studio’s digital 
conversion 

• High natural gas costs 
have drained current 
funds 
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ADDITIONAL FACTS AND FIGURES 
 

Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board Staffing Levels (Full time/part-time) 

 Estimated 

Program Series/Division 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

Executive Staff 3 3  3 2 2 2 

Administration 29/5 29/5 29/5 25/5 25/5 25/5 

Buildings and Grounds 45/1 45/1  45/1 46/1 46/1 46/1 

Ohio Government 
Television 8 8  9 7/2 9/2 11/2 

Communications and 
Education 4/1 4/1 4/1 5/1 5/1 5/1 

Totals 89/7 89/7 90/7 85/9 87/9 89/9 
 

Grounds and Building Maintenance Issues 

This section briefly describes some of the on-going maintenance projects that concern Capitol Square. 

Heating and Cooling Expenses 

In previous years, agency officials have estimated the cost of heating and cooling the Statehouse with 
natural gas to run between $155,000 and $180,000 annually. Over the entire fiscal year 2000, CSR spent 
approximately $156,000 on natural gas bills. As of January 2001, CSR had already spent $146,000 on 
natural gas bills, and officials expected the total for FY 2001 to reach or surpass $290,000. Skyrocketing 
natural gas prices have forced the agency to cut spending in other areas. CSR officials have said that 
initial requests for funding over the FY 2002-2003 biennium were based on the assumption of normal 
natural gas prices, which are now inadequate to cover the annual expense of heating and cooling the 
Statehouse. Additional funds will be required to make up for current underspending in other program 
areas, and to cover the continued high cost of natural gas. 

Veterans Plaza 

The Ohio Veterans Plaza is situated on three acres on the eastern side of Capitol Square. This area 
requires extensive routine maintenance, and the agency estimates funding needs approach $45,000-
$50,000 annually. 

Window Washing 

According to agency staff, it costs $6,500 to clean all the windows once per year around the Statehouse 
and the Senate Building. 

Special Events 

Capitol Square hosts some 500 or more special events annually, 250 of which involve catered food 
service. 
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ANALYSIS OF EXECUTIVE PROPOSAL 

CAPITOL SQUARE REVIEW AND ADVISORY BOARD 

 
Fund ALI Title FY 2002 FY 2003 

GRF 874-321 Operating Expenses $4,270,387 $4,398,499 

4G5 874-603 Capitol Square Maintenance Expenses $15,000 $15,000 

4S7 874-602 Statehouse Gift Shop/Events $623,293 $670,484 

4T2 874-604 Government 
Television/Telecommunications Operating 

$150,000 $150,000 

208 874-601 Underground Parking Garage Operating $2,613,603 $2,746,801 

Total funding $7,672,283 $7,980,784 

 
Some of the programs and activities in which the Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board are 
involved are described below. 

Ohio Government Telecommunications (OGT) 

Program Description: OGT was created in 1996 to coordinate all the telecommunications 
operations within the Capitol Square. Its role is to provide the public with electronic access 
to the legislative and executive branches of government. Another responsibility of the OGT 
is to provide easy media access to Statehouse events by maintaining the necessary cables 
and transmission equipment throughout the building. OGT also manages the evolving 
computer network needs of the agency. OGT’s state-of-the-art, digital component studio is 
located on the ground floor of the Statehouse. A Programming Committee, comprising the 
House Speaker, Senate President, and minority leaders of both chambers, sets policy for the 
OGT. The studio is run by six full time staff. 

OGT provides live audio and video coverage of House and Senate sessions, and other 
selected official proceedings that take place at the Statehouse. Plans to begin regular 
broadcasts of Ohio Supreme Court sessions are underway as well, pending the Court’s 
completion of the renovation of the Ohio Departments Building. OGT staff also produces 
educational programming for use in Ohio schools. These programs are transmitted statewide 
through cooperative agreements with external broadcasters, such as Ohio Educational 
Broadcasting and the Ohio Cable Television Association. 

OGT’s analog broadcasting signal is currently delivered to approximately 1.8 million homes 
in Ohio via cable television affiliates. Currently, all broadcasting industries are in the 
process of converting their analog signals to a new digital format, known as HDTV. The 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has mandated digital broadcasting standards 
that broadcasters must implement by 2003. OGT has requested supplemental funds to GRF 
874-321, Operating Expenses, in the amount of $1,088,983 in FY 2002 and $910,082 in FY 
2003 to cover the costs associated with converting its broadcasting equipment to the new 
digital format, to purchasing new equipment to cover the expanded service area digital 
broadcasting will provide (projected to reach 97 percent of homes in Ohio), and to hiring six 
new employees over the biennium to help run the studio. 
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Funding Sources: For the FY 2002-2003 biennium, proposed funding would include a 
combination of GRF moneys and income from contract productions that are deposited into 
Fund 4T2, Government Television/Telecommunication Operating. 

Line Items: GRF 874-321 Operating Expenses, and 4T2 874-604 Government 
Television/Telecommunications Operating. In fiscal year 2001, approximately $450,000 
from GRF moneys went toward OGT. 

Implication of the Executive Recommendation: The greatest percentage of OGT’s total 
supplemental funding request is intended for equipment purchases necessary for its 
conversion to digital broadcasting. From a total of $800,000 requested for equipment 
purchases in FY 2002, $11,183 was recommended for funding. In FY 2003, a total of 
$525,000 was requested, and $8,503 was funded. Agency officials have said that this level 
of funding will not allow the studio to convert to new HDTV standards (the FCC deadline 
for doing so is 2003). The studio will continue broadcasting over cable lines as long as 
possible, however, after 2006 television stations will no longer be able to receive OGT’s 
analog signal. In addition, OGT will not be able to hire additional programming staff over 
the biennium to handle increased workloads. 

 

Statehouse Gift Shop 

Program Description: The gift shop offers a selection of merchandise relevant to Ohio 
heritage and the history of the statehouse. The value of inventory at hand is approximately 
$81,000. According to agency officials, the shop achieves some $300,000 in sales annually, 
which now includes sales from the gift shop’s new online presence, located at 
http://www.statehouseshop.com. Because the online gift shop has only recently been 
operational, total online sales have been negligible. However, overall sales from the gift 
shop have slowly, but steadily increased over the years. A near three-fold increase in the 
number of Statehouse tours conducted since the completion of the Capitol Square 
Renovation Project has helped in this regard. The shop employs one manager, as well as six 
gift shop associates. 

Funding Source: Fund 4S7 874-602 Statehouse Gift Shop/Events. Note that this fund 
comprises both the revenues from merchandise sales and from rental fees and services 
provided by Capitol Square for the 500 plus special events that occur on statehouse grounds 
annually. 
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PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY LAW  

This section describes permanent and temporary law provisions contained in the executive budget that 
will affect the department’s activities and spending decisions during the next biennium. 

Permanent Law Provisions 

Fund Name Change (ORC 105.41) 

This permanent law provision would change the name of fund 4T2 from the Capitol Square Improvement 
Fund to the Capitol Square Government Television and Telecommunications Operating Fund. The 
original purpose of the fund was to use any excess, unobligated, and unencumbered balance to the credit 
of fund 208, Underground Parking Garage Operating, to help pay for Statehouse renovation and 
construction costs. These funds were deposited via a transfer request from CSR to the director of the 
Office of Budget and Management (OBM). Now that the Statehouse renovation project is complete, the 
fund is being used for other purposes, namely, to fund the Ohio Government Television (OGT) studio. 
The primary funding source for this fund comes from payments made by other agencies and individuals 
who contract with OGT for specific video productions. In FY 2001, OGT has earned approximately 
$85,000 in contract productions, and expects to double this amount by the end of the fiscal year. The 
current balance in fund 4T2 is between $190,000 and $200,000. 

Temporary Law Provisions 

There are no temporary law provisions affecting Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board.   
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REQUESTS NOT FUNDED 

 
This request would be used to fund continuing administrative, maintenance, and equipment costs for the 
Statehouse, Senate building, atrium, offices, and grounds. This request would also be used to fund much 
of OGT’s conversion to digital broadcasting, its equipment purchases, and additional personnel costs.  
 
CSR requested additional funding in Object Class 10 (personal service) to meet higher payroll expenses 
resulting from the gradual addition of 59 employees into the union from its Operating (GRF), Gift Shop 
(4S7), and Underground Parking Garage (208) funds, as well as the cost of hiring 3 new employees in 
each fiscal year to staff OGT1. In FY 2002, CSR requested $237,697 in additional payroll funds, of which 
$164,457 was funded. In FY 2003, CSR requested $335,744 in additional payroll funds, and $160,808 
was funded. Additional funding requests to Object Class 20 (maintenance) totaled $200,000 in FY 2002 
and FY 2003, of which $80,370 and $31,058 were funded, respectively. Additional funding requests to 
Object Class 30 (equipment) totaled $800,000 in FY 2002 and $525,000 in FY 2003, of which $11,183 
and $8,503 were funded, respectively. 

 
Fund 4G5 is funded through private donations to the Capitol Square Foundation, and acts primarily to 
fund the acquisition of art and artifacts relevant to Ohio history and to the Statehouse. During the 
Statehouse renovation project, the fund received considerable donations that resulted in higher levels of 
appropriation authority. By FY 2001, the balance in the fund had dwindled, and OBM adjusted FY 2001 
estimated expenditures from $979,162 to $10,000 after CSR had submitted its initial budget request. 
Based on this, OBM increased spending authority to $15,000 in FY 2002 and FY 2003. CSR recently 
sponsored a fundraiser that raised over $200,000 for a planned exhibit dedicated to George Washington 
Williams, Ohio’s first African American State Representative. This money was deposited into fund 4G5, 
and agency officials say other fundraising activities are planned for the near future. At this writing, the 
balance in fund 4G5 is approximately $265,000. 

 

                                                      
1 In FY 2002, OGT would like to hire an Engineer, a Network Assistant, and a Multimedia Specialist. In FY 2003, OGT would 
like to hire 3 additional staff persons to coordinate the coverage of Supreme Court sessions  

Operating Expenses – GRF  
Fund 

Line Item 
FY 02 

Requested 
FY 02 

Recommended Difference FY 03 
Requested 

FY 03 
Recommended Difference 

GRF 874-321 $5,252,074 $4,270,387 ($981,687) $5,258,874 $4,398,499 ($860,375) 

Capitol Square Renovation Gift – 4G5  
Fund 

Line Item 
FY 02 

Requested 
FY 02 

Recommended Difference FY 03 
Requested 

FY 03 
Recommended Difference 

4G5 874-603 $750,704 $15,000 ($735,704) $725,722 $15,000 ($710,722) 

Capitol Square Improvement (Government Television/Telecommunications) – 4T2  
Fund 

Line Item 
FY 02 

Requested 
FY 02 

Recommended Difference FY 03 
Requested 

FY 03 
Recommended Difference 

4T2 874-604 $384,422 $150,000 ($234,422) $392,787 $150,000 ($242,787) 
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This request would be used to fund the continuing operation of the OGT studio, and to act as a 
contingency fund in the event of equipment breakdowns and other unforeseen costs related to the 
operation and maintenance of the studio. 
 
 
  



As
Introduced

20032001

% Change
Est. 2001 to 
House 2002

% Change
House 2002 to 

House 2003

As
Introduced

2002Fund ALI ALI Title

LSC Budget Spreadsheet by Line Item, FY 2002 - FY 2003

Estimated
 House

Sub Bill
2002

 House
Sub Bill

2003

Revised

Capitol Square Review and Advisory BoardCSR
0.9% 3.0%GRF 874-321 Operating Expenses $ 4,270,387 $ 4,398,499$4,063,087 $ 4,099,572 $ 4,222,559

0.9% 3.0%General Revenue Fund Total $ 4,270,387 $ 4,398,499$ 4,063,087 $ 4,099,572 $ 4,222,559

50.0%  0.0%4G5 874-603 Capitol Sq. Maint. Expenses $ 15,000 $ 15,000$10,000 $ 15,000 $ 15,000

-2.1% 7.6%4S7 874-602 Statehouse Gift Shop/Events $ 623,293 $ 670,484$636,930 $ 623,293 $ 670,484

 0.0%  0.0%4T2 874-604 Govt TV/Telecommunication Oper $ 150,000 $ 150,000$150,000 $ 150,000 $ 150,000

-1.1% 6.0%General Services Fund Group Total $ 788,293 $ 835,484$ 796,930 $ 788,293 $ 835,484

8.4% 5.1%208 874-601 Undergrnd Parking Garage Oper. $ 2,613,603 $ 2,746,801$2,412,097 $ 2,613,603 $ 2,746,801

8.4% 5.1%Underground Parking Garage Fund Total $ 2,613,603 $ 2,746,801$ 2,412,097 $ 2,613,603 $ 2,746,801

3.2% 4.0%$ 7,672,283 $ 7,980,784Total All Budget Fund Groups $ 7,272,114 $ 7,501,468 $ 7,804,844

Friday, May 04, 2001 Page 1 of  1Prepared by the Legislative Service Commission



Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board -  Catalog of Budget Line Items

General Revenue Fund

      

$4,363,849 $4,217,587 $4,617,398 $4,146,007 $4,270,387 $4,398,499

GRF

ORC 105.41

This line item is used to cover administration, maintenance, and equipment costs for 
the Statehouse, Senate building, atrium, offices, and grounds.  A portion of this line 
item funds the continuing operation of the Ohio Government Telecommunications 
studio.

1998 1999 2000 2001
 Estimate

2002
Executive Proposal

2003
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

GRF

-3.4% 9.5% -10.2% 3.0% 3.0%

874-321 Operating Expenses

General Services Fund Group

      

$446,414 $30,849 $2,664 $10,000 $15,000 $15,000

GSF: donations received for the Capitol Square Renovation Project and the Capitol 
Square Foundation from non-governmental parties

ORC 105.41

The line item is used to support the education center, including the production of 
educational programming and videos.  It is also used to fund to acquisition of art and 
artifacts relevant to Ohio history and to the Statehouse.

1998 1999 2000 2001
 Estimate

2002
Executive Proposal

2003
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4G5

-93.1% -91.4% 275.4% 50.0% 0.0%

874-603 Capitol Sq. Maint. Expenses

      

$241,552 $479,680 $450,020 $636,930 $623,293 $670,484

GSF: fees, receipts, and revenues received by the Capitol Square Review and 
Advisory Board except for state underground parking revenue

ORC 105.41

Pays for inventories, services, and maintenance related to the Statehouse gift shop.

1998 1999 2000 2001
 Estimate

2002
Executive Proposal

2003
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4S7

98.6% -6.2% 41.5% -2.1% 7.6%

874-602 Statehouse Gift Shop/Events

COBLI: 1 of 2
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Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board -  Catalog of Budget Line Items

      

$249,427 $24,336 $26,310 $150,000 $150,000 $150,000

GSF: funds transferred from the Underground Parking Garage Operating Fund at the 
Board’s request (subject to the approval of the Director of Budget and Management) 
and moneys received from contract productions of the Ohio Government 
Telecommunications studio

ORC 105.41

During the Capitol Square Renovation Project, this line item was used to pay 
construction, renovation, and other costs related to the Capitol Square for which 
money was not otherwise available to the Board, such as the cost of meeting 
requirements that were outside the scope of project specifications.  Currently the 
line item is reserved as a contingency fund in the event of computer and other 
equipment breakdowns related to the Ohio Government Telecommunciations studio.

1998 1999 2000 2001
 Estimate

2002
Executive Proposal

2003
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4T2

-90.2% 8.1% 470.1% 0.0% 0.0%

874-604 Govt TV/Telecommunication Oper

Underground Parking Garage Fund

      

$2,183,626 $2,234,585 $2,371,807 $2,412,097 $2,613,603 $2,746,801

UPG: 

ORC 105.4.  The fund was created under Sub. H.B. 715 of the 120th G.A. as a 
depository for parking garage revenues;  before FY 1995, the moneys were not 
deposited into the State Treasury.

This line item is used to pay for the operation and maintenance of the underground 
parking garage at the Statehouse.  Profits are used to help repay a loan from Ohio 
Building Authority.

1998 1999 2000 2001
 Estimate

2002
Executive Proposal

2003
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

208

2.3% 6.1% 1.7% 8.4% 5.1%

874-601 Undergrnd Parking Garage Oper.

COBLI: 2 of 2
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Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board H. B. 0094

As Introduced

Permanent Law  Changes

Main Operating Appropriations Bill

As Passed  by the House

Changes the name the Capitol Square Improvement Fund 
to the Capitol Square Government Television and 
Telecommunications Operating Fund and requires that the 
fund be used for the operations, improvements, and 
educational projects of any television or 
telecommunications studio the Board authorizes to carry 
out its functions.  The original purpose of the fund was to 
pay for construction and renovation costs associated with 
the Statehouse renovation project, which is now complete.

No change.

Capitol Square Improvement Fund Name and Uses

 

Subject:

105.41 section:

1 5/11/2001Prepared by the Legislative Service Commission
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