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READER’S GUIDE 
The Legislative Service Commission prepares an analysis of the executive budget 

proposal for each agency.  These analyses are commonly called ʺRedbooks.ʺ  This brief 
introduction  is  intended  to help  readers navigate  the Redbook  for  the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio (PUCO), which includes the following four sections. 

1. Overview:    Provides  a  brief  description  of  PUCO  and  an  overview  of  the 
provisions  of  the  executive  budget  that  affect PUCO,  including major  new 
initiatives proposed for PUCO.   

2. Analysis  of  the  Executive  Proposal:    Provides  a  detailed  analysis  of  the 
executive  budget  recommendations  for  PUCO,  including  funding  for  each 
appropriation  line  item.    The  line  items  for  PUCO  are  organized  into  two 
categories. 

3. Attachments:    Includes  the catalog of budget  line  items  (COBLI)  for PUCO, 
which briefly describes each  line  item, and  the LSC budget  spreadsheet  for 
PUCO. 
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Public Utilities Commission of Ohio Overview 

Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 

• Funded primarily by 
assessments on regulated 
utility companies; no GRF 

• Executive proposal does not 
increase any appropriations 
except for rotary fund that is 
statutorily obligated to 
distribute revenue to Ohio 
counties. 

OVERVIEW 
Agency Overview 

The  Public  Utilities  Commission  of  Ohio  (PUCO)  regulates  investor‐owned 
public utilities and commercial carriers in Ohio.  The public utilities regulated by PUCO 
include electric, natural gas and pipeline utilities, heating and cooling companies, local 
and  long‐distance  telephone  companies, and waterworks and wastewater  companies. 
However, PUCO does not regulate every aspect of these industries.  Specifically, it does 
not  regulate  long‐distance  telephone  rates,  cellular  phone  rates,  nor  does  it  regulate 
utilities owned and operated by municipalities, cooperatives, or nonprofit entities. 

Despite  significant  changes  in  PUCOʹs  role  over  the  last  decade,  its mission 
continues  to be  the  following:  ʺassure all residential and business customers access  to 
adequate,  safe,  and  reliable  utility  services  at  fair  prices,  while  facilitating  an 
environment that provides competitive choices.ʺ 

PUCO  does  not  receive  budgetary  resources  from  the General Revenue  Fund 
(GRF).  Instead, the agency receives funding through assessments on utilities, as well as 
fees  generated  by  intrastate  and  interstate motor  carriersʹ  registrations,  and  federal 
grants.  

 
Table 1.  Public Utilities Commission of Ohio Staffing Levels 

Category FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 

Utility Regulation 331 318 343 343

Transportation Regulation  75 73 78 78

TOTAL 406 391 421 421
 

PUCO  is  governed  by  five  commissioners,  including  the  chairman,  who  are 
appointed  by  the Governor  for  five‐year  terms.    The Commission  employs  386  staff 
members  in  addition  to  the  five  commissioners.    Staff members  include  individuals 
from a variety of professional backgrounds  such as accountants, auditors,  inspectors, 
engineers, economists, and attorneys. 
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Appropriation Overview 
According to PUCO, the requested budget will enable the Commission to sustain 

essential programs, and ensure that safe and secure utility services are provided to the 
citizens  of Ohio.   The  executive proposal  endorsed  the  entire PUCO  budget  request, 
which generally offers zero growth from FY 2009 levels.  For the biennium, the Wireless 
9‐1‐1 Administration  appropriation  item may  differ  somewhat  from  previous  levels 
because this line item automatically allocates revenues received from a user fee, so the 
funding available for the appropriation is variable in nature.   Otherwise, all state‐only 
appropriation levels for the biennium remain the same as they were in FY 2009.   

 
Table 2.  Executive Budget Recommendations by Fund Group, FY 2010-FY 2011 

Fund Group FY 2009* FY 2010 % change,  
FY 2009-FY 2010 FY 2011 % change, 

FY 2010-FY 2011

General Services $45,685,456 $45,685,456 0% $45,685,456 0%

State Special Revenue $39,622,928 $38,768,928 -2.2% $40,794,928 5.2%

Federal Special Revenue $8,009,219 $8,049,619 0.5% $8,049,619 0%

TOTAL $93,317,603 $92,504,003 -0.9% $94,530,003 2.2%
*FY 2009 figures represent adjusted appropriations according to the Office of Budget and Management. 
 

The  chart  below  itemizes  by  object  category  the  budget  proposed  by  the 
Governor for the biennium. 
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Chart 1:  Biennial Executive Budget Recommendations 
by Expense Category, FY 2010-FY 2011
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Issues of Interest  

Implementation of Electric Energy Policy Specified in S.B. 221 
Upon the enactment of Am. Sub. S.B. 221 by the 127th General Assembly, PUCO 

gained stronger regulatory authority over electric generation rates.  Beginning January 
1, 2009, electric distribution utilities were required to provide standard service offers to 
consumers.  Prior to this date, all utilities submitted an application to PUCO in order to 
establish  their  standard  service  offer.    All  such  applications  included  an  ʺelectric 
security planʺ (ESP) and most included a ʺMarket Rate Optionʺ (MRO). 

Application Process and Resulting Actions 
On  July 31, 2008, American Electric Power and Duke Energy Ohio  filed electric 

security plans.    FirstEnergy  filed  both  an ESP  and  a MRO  on  that  same day.   After 
reviewing the applications and  the completion of public and evidentiary hearings, the 
PUCO took the following actions on the applications: 

November 25, 2008 – PUCO denied FirstEnergy’s MRO application on the basis 
that the application failed to meet several requirements.  FirstEnergy has since filed an 
application for rehearing at PUCO, which has been granted for the purpose of allowing 
the Commission additional time to review the company’s arguments. 

December 17, 2008 – PUCO  implemented a  three‐year electric security plan  for 
Duke Energy Ohio.  

December  19,  2008  –  PUCO  modified  and  adopted  a  two‐year  ESP  for 
FirstEnergy.  On December 22, 2008, FirstEnergy filed notice with the Commission that 
they were withdrawing and  terminating  their ESP application.   PUCO Staff has since 
developed  an  electric  security  plan  proposal  for  FirstEnergy.    Staff  held  a  technical 
conference with  the parties  to  the  case  on  Feb.  5,  2009  to discuss  the  staff proposal.  
Talks are continuing with the parties to see if an agreement can be reached. 

December  19,  2008  – PUCO  continued AEP’s  current  rates  and  riders  through 
February 2009.   The procedural schedule  for AEP’s case continued until mid‐January.  
The PUCO plans  to  issue a decision on AEP’s electric security plan application by  the 
end of February 2009. 

Rulemaking Process 
PUCO has also been working on rules for the implementation of S.B. 221.  PUCO 

has  put  three  sets  of  rules  out  for  comment,  which  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Joint 
Committee on Agency Rule Review  (JCARR) shortly.   These sets of  rules address  the 
following issues: 

1. The  requirements and procedures  for Ohio’s electric distribution utilities  to 
submit  electric  security  plans  and  market  rate  options,  file  corporate 
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separation  plans,  and  describe  special  economic  development  and  energy 
efficiency arrangements. 

2. New  or  revised  requirements  for  electric  line  extensions,  government 
aggregation  programs,  net  metering,  interconnection,  and  environmental 
disclosure. 

3. Alternative  energy  portfolio  standards,  new  requirements  for  energy 
efficiency  programs,  renewable  energy  credits,  long‐term  forecast  and 
greenhouse gas reporting and carbon dioxide control planning. 

Recent Natural Gas Initiatives 

Natural Gas Distribution Rate Structure 
In  2008,  PUCO  implemented  a  new  “levelized”  residential  distribution  rate 

structure for Ohio’s four largest natural gas utilities (Columbia Gas of Ohio, Dominion 
East Ohio, Duke Energy Ohio, and Vectren Energy Delivery of Ohio) that better reflects 
the  fixed  cost  nature  of  delivering  natural  gas.    According  to  PUCO,  the  new  rate 
structure more accurately reflects  the cost of distribution service while  lowering what 
had  otherwise  been  added  to  the  cost  of  the  natural  gas  itself.    Furthermore, PUCO 
suggests  that  the  new  rate  structure  gives  customers  a  more  accurate  reward  for 
conservation measures. 

Natural Gas Standard Service Offer 
Separately, PUCO has approved applications allowing Dominion East Ohio and 

Vectren Energy Delivery of Ohio  to eliminate  their gas cost recovery rates and obtain 
and price  their natural gas  supplies  through a more market‐based  rate methodology.  
Both companies conducted auctions  to purchase natural gas  for  their customers.   The 
auction price or the standard service offer rate changes monthly and is calculated as the 
sum  of  a  retail  price  adjustment  plus  the New York Mercantile  Exchange  (NYMEX) 
month‐end settlement price.  

Natural Gas Percentage of Income Payment Plan 
Still another recent initiative is a rule revision to the long‐standing Percentage of 

Income Payment Plan  (PIPP).   PIPP was designed  to  assist  low‐income  customers  in 
paying for their natural gas bills.   Customers whose yearly household  income  is 150% 
or  less  of  the  federal poverty  level may  pay  a  certain  percentage  of  their  income  to 
maintain their natural gas service.  

The PIPP program was  first  implemented  over  25  years  ago  and  has  allowed 
thousands of Ohioans to avoid a discontinuation of service during the winter months.  
The new rules adopted by PUCO in December 2008 were the first major revisions made 
to the natural gas PIPP program since its inception in 1983. 
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The revised rules will lower the monthly payments of PIPP customers from 10% 
to 6% of their income.  PUCO believes this will make payments more affordable as well 
as encourage more timely payments by PIPP customers.  

A new program will also be implemented to encourage customers to make PIPP 
payments on time.  For each payment made on time, 1/24 of customers’ total arrearages 
will be  credited.   PUCO believes  this will help  the  customer  from  falling deeper  into 
debt.    This  arrearage  credit  program will  also  help  control  PIPP  program  costs  by 
encouraging  responsible payment behavior.   PUCO will not bear any  costs  related  to 
this new program. 
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ANALYSIS OF EXECUTIVE PROPOSAL 
Introduction 

This  section provides  an  analysis of  the Governorʹs  recommended  funding  for 
each  appropriation  item  in  PUCOʹs  budget.    In  this  analysis  PUCOʹs  line  items  are 
grouped  into  two major  categories.   For  each  category a  table  is provided  listing  the 
recommended appropriation in each fiscal year of the biennium.  Following the table, a 
narrative  describes  how  the  appropriation  is  used  and  any  changes  affecting  the 
appropriation that is proposed by the Governor.  If the appropriation is earmarked, the 
earmarks  are  listed  and  described.    The  two  categories  used  in  this  analysis  are  as 
follows: 

1. Utility Regulation 
2. Transportation Regulation 
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To aid the reader in finding each item in the analysis, the following table shows 
the category in which each appropriation has been placed, listing the line items in order 
within  their  respective  fund groups and  funds.   This  is  the same order  the  line  items 
appear in the budget bill. 

Categorization of PUCO's Appropriation Line Items for Analysis of Executive Proposal 
Fund ALI and Name Category 

General Services Fund Group 

5F60 870622 Utility and Railroad Regulation 1: Utility Regulation 

5F60 870624 NARUC/NRRI Subsidy 1: Utility Regulation 

5F60 870625 Motor Transportation Regulation 2: Transportation Regulation 

5Q50 870626 Telecommunications Relay Service 1: Utility Regulation 

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group 

3330 870601 Gas Pipeline Safety 1: Utility Regulation 

3500 870608 Motor Carrier Safety 2: Transportation Regulation 

3V30 870604 
Commercial Vehicle Information 
Systems/Networks 2: Transportation Regulation 

State Special Revenue Fund Group 

4A30 870614 Grade Crossing Protection Devices-State 2: Transportation Regulation 

4L80 870617 Pipeline Safety-State 1: Utility Regulation 

4S60 870618 Hazardous Materials Registration 2: Transportation Regulation 

4S60 870621 Hazardous Materials Base State Registration 2: Transportation Regulation 

4U80 870620 Civil Forfeitures 2: Transportation Regulation 

5590 870605 Public Utilities Territorial  Administration 1: Utility Regulation 

5600 870607 Special Assessment 1: Utility Regulation 

5610 870606 Power Siting Board 1: Utility Regulation 

5BP0 870623 Wireless  9-1-1 Administration 1: Utility Regulation 

6380 870611 Biofuels/Municipal Waste Technology 1: Utility Regulation 

6610 870612 Hazardous Materials Transportation 2: Transportation Regulation 
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Utility Regulation 
PUCO uses  this  category of appropriations  to monitor and enforce  compliance 

with utility regulations. 
 

Governor's Recommended Amounts for Utility Regulation 
Fund ALI and Name FY 2010 FY 2011 

General Services Fund Group 

5F60 870622 Utility and Railroad Regulation $34,455,627 $34,455,627 

5F60 870624 NARUC/NRRI Subsidy $158,000 $158,000 

5Q50 870626 Telecommunications Relay Service $5,000,000 $5,000,000 

General Services Fund Subtotal $39,613,627 $39,613,627 

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group 

3330 870601 Gas Pipeline Safety $597,959 $597,959 

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group Subtotal $597,959 $597,959 

State Special Revenue Fund Group 

4L80 870617 Pipeline Safety-State $187,621 $187,621 

5590 870605 
Public Utilities Territorial  
Administration 

$4,000 $4,000 

5600 870607 Special Assessment $100,000 $100,000 

5610 870606 Power Siting Board $647,893 $647,893 

5BP0 870623 Wireless  9-1-1 Administration $34,417,000 $36,443,000 

6380 870611 Biofuels/Municipal Waste Technology $40,000 $40,000 

State Special Revenue Fund Group Subtotal $35,396,514 $37,422,514 

Total Funding:  Utility Regulation $75,608,100 $77,634,100 
 

Utility Market Monitoring and Oversight (870622, 870605, 870606, and 870607)  
Commission  jurisdiction over water, gas, electricity, and  telephone  service was 

established by the Ohio legislature in 1911.  Today, PUCO provides economic oversight 
of private  companies  in  these  industries.   The Commissionʹs  core  function within  the 
utility industry is to facilitate, monitor, and help develop the marketplace. 

Appropriation item 870622, Utility and Railroad Regulation, provides most of the 
funding  for  agency  operations.    More  than  70%  of  total  payroll  expenditures  are 
charged to this line item.   The executive proposal flat funds this appropriation item at 
an  annual  level  of  $34.5  million.    The  FY  2009  adjusted  appropriation  includes  a 
Controlling Board action that increased spending authority by $651,000.  The additional 
appropriation addressed PUCOʹs expanded role due  to S.B. 221.   This  line  item  funds 
most of PUCO departments including service monitoring and enforcement; the utilities 
department;  energy  and  environment  analysis;  and  the  legal  and  administration 
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departments.   All  spending authority  is  supported by  revenues  to  the Public Utilities 
Fund (5F60), which are derived from assessments against the intrastate revenues of the 
railroads and utilities regulated by PUCO. 

In  2007,  PUCOʹs  Service  Monitoring  and  Enforcement  Department  saved 
customers  $651,718.  Individual  savings  ranged  from  $5  to more  than  $60,000.   One 
investigator assisted Tuscarawas County in resolving a billing complaint with Verizon, 
saving the county $26,000.  These investigations, both formal and informal, are initiated 
after  contact via PUCO  call  center.   For more  than 30 years, PUCO has  staffed a  call 
center dedicated  to  resolving  issues and  complaints between  residential and business 
customers as well as the utilities that serve them.  According to PUCO, the majority of 
issues are resolved with  informal  investigations conducted by agency staff.   However, 
when  this  method  does  not  produce  immediate  results,  PUCO  initiates  a  formal 
investigation to resolve the issue. 

The Power Siting Board reviews all applications for building electric generating 
facilities, and both electric and natural gas transmission facilities in Ohio.   H.B. 562, as 
enacted  by  the  127th General Assembly,  increased  the  Boardʹs  authority  over wind 
generation by  lowering  the Boardʹs oversight  threshold  from  fifty  to  five megawatts.  
The Controlling Board approved a funding increase in September 2008 in order to carry 
out  the  additional  duties  assigned  under  the  legislation.    The  additional  funding 
provides  resources  to  conduct  hearings  and  investigations  on  issues  related  to  the 
construction,  operation,  maintenance,  and  decommissioning  of  wind  generation 
facilities.   

The  executive  proposal  recommends  appropriations  at  an  annual  level  of 
$647,893 for line item 870606, Power Siting Board.  The spending authority draws upon 
revenues  from  the Power Siting Board Fund  (5610), which collects  the  fees submitted 
with applications for a certificate of environmental compatibility and public need.  

A Special Assessment, appropriation item 870607, is infrequent and occurs when 
PUCO launches a special public utility investigation.  Although $100,000 was annually 
appropriated for this purpose in H.B. 119, no amounts were spent in FY 2008 and PUCO 
estimates  that  no  funds  will  be  spent  in  FY  2009  either.    The  executive  proposal 
recommends 100% of the prior year appropriation for the biennial budget.  The special 
revenue  fund, Special Assessments  (5600), collects only enough revenue  from a utility 
to reimburse the costs for its investigation. 

Appropriation item 870605, Public Utilities Territorial Administration, is another 
cost  reimbursement  initiative  that  is  infrequently  utilized.    The  executive  proposal 
recommends  $4,000  in  annual  appropriation  for  this  purpose, which  is  100%  of  the  
FY  2009  amount.    This  line  item  did  not  expend  any  funds  for  FY  2008  and  PUCO 
estimates  that  none will  occur  in  FY  2009,  either.    Electric  companies  reimburse  the 
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Public  Utilities  Territorial  Administration  Fund  (5590)  to  cover  agency  expenses 
incurred  by  resolving  boundary  disputes.    The  advent  of more  advanced  computer 
software has mitigated the disputes. 

Gas Pipeline Safety (870601 and 870617)  
Natural gas is the energy source most Ohioans use to heat their homes.  Several 

separate and distinct industries produce, transport, and distribute gas throughout Ohio.  
These  segments  are  production  companies,  transmission  companies,  distribution 
companies,  and  marketers.    PUCO  has  regulatory  authority  over  distribution 
companies  and  has  some  responsibility  for marketers,  but  does  not  directly  oversee 
other aspects of the industry. 

Traditionally,  users  of  natural  gas  have  paid  a  local  distribution  company  to 
purchase the commodity from producers, ensure it was transported through interstate 
pipelines to the local gas company, and then deliver it directly to homes and businesses.  
However, beginning  in  the 1970s,  industrial customers were given  the opportunity  to 
purchase the commodity directly from suppliers. 

In  1997,  this  choice was  extended  to  certain  residential  and  small  commercial 
customers  throughout  the state  in programs  like  the Columbia Gas of Ohio Customer 
Choice  Program,  the  Cincinnati  Gas  &  Electric  Customer  Choice  Program,  the 
Dominion  Gas  Energy  Choice  Program,  and  the  Vectren  Energy  Delivery  of  Ohio 
Choice  Advantage  Program.    Today,  customers  in  these  areas  can  choose  their 
commodity  supply  from  the  offerings  of  gas marketers, while  the  local  distribution 
company continues to guarantee delivery. 

PUCO  administers  a  gas  pipeline  safety  program  for  natural  gas  delivery  in 
Ohio.  PUCO investigators inspect pipeline systems and review records and procedures 
implemented  by  local  distribution  companies.   When  violations  are  detected,  PUCO 
orders  corrective  action  to  ensure  that  Ohio’s  pipeline  systems  continue  to  deliver 
natural  gas  safely  and  reliably.    In  2007,  the Commission  conducted  over  120  safety 
inspections of gas pipelines.  

The executive proposal recommends an annual appropriation of $187,621 for line 
item 870617, Pipeline Safety‐State, which is identical to those amounts appropriated in 
the  previous  biennium.    The  funding  for  this  line  item  is  derived  from  assessments 
against  natural  gas  and  natural  gas  pipeline  operators.    The  resulting  revenues  are 
deposited into the Pipeline Safety Fund (4L80). 

Appropriation  item  870601, Gas Pipeline  Safety,  authorizes  the  expenditure  of 
federal  grant moneys  for  the Gas  Pipeline  Safety  Program.    The  executive  proposal 
recommends $597,959 in each fiscal year of the biennium, which is 100% of the FY 2009 
appropriation.   The  federal  revenue  serves as a  supplement  to  the  state  funding, and 
PUCO  may  submit  a  reimbursement  claim  amounting  to  50%  of  the  programʹs 
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operating  costs.    The  federal  funds  are  deposited  into  the Gas  Pipeline  Safety  Fund 
(3330) upon receipt. 

Telecommunications Safety Services (870623 and 870626)  
The Americans with Disabilities Act mandates an intrastate telecommunications 

relay service  (TRS)  for persons with communication disabilities.   TRS enables persons 
with hearing or speech disabilities to communicate by phone in a manner functionally 
equivalent  to  someone without  such  a disability  through  the use  of  a  text  telephone 
yoke (TTY) or other similar telecom devices.  PUCO is charged with administering the 
TRS Program.  Sections 4905.79 and 5727.44 of the Revised Code originally allowed the 
relay  provider  a  credit  against  its  corporate  franchise  tax.   Due  to  tax  changes,  this 
funding mechanism expired on January 1, 2008.   

The FY 2008‐FY 2009 biennial budget provided short‐term  funding  for  the TRS 
contract  for  calendar  year  2008  by  requiring PUCO  to make payments  from  its  cash 
balances.   In 2008, H.B. 562 established a new  funding mechanism  for  the TRS.   As of 
January 1, 2009,  telecommunication companies operating  in Ohio are assessed  for  the 
cost  of  providing  TRS  to  the  hearing  impaired.    The  assessment will  equal  the  TRS 
Program costs.   

The executive proposal  recommends a $5 million annual appropriation  for  line 
item  870626,  Telecommunications  Relay  Service,  which  is  equal  to  the  amounts 
appropriated for FY 2009.  TRS assessments paid by the service providers are deposited 
into the Telecommunications Relay Service Fund (5Q50). 

PUCO is responsible for monitoring the development and implementation of 9‐1‐
1 systems within individual Ohio counties.  Currently, 87 have landline 9‐1‐1 service.  In 
2005,  the  General  Assembly  passed  legislation  to  provide  funding  for  the  local 
establishment of enhanced 9‐1‐1 service  for wireless  telephones.   This service allows a 
mobile telephone to be located geographically using either a global positioning system 
built into the phone itself or by utilizing the surrounding radio towers to triangulate the 
wireless  telephoneʹs position.   Presently, 53  counties provide enhanced wireless 9‐1‐1 
service  and  84  counties  receive  funding  from  line  item  870623,  Wireless  9‐1‐1 
Administration, to implement it.  

S.B.  129  of  the  127th  General  Assembly  extended  the  wireless  9‐1‐1  charge 
applied  to monthly  cellular  telephone bills.   Whereas  the  charge was  to expire at  the 
conclusion of calendar year 2008, the legislation extends the sunset date to December 31, 
2012.    Furthermore,  the General Assembly  lowered  the monthly  fee  to  28  cents  per 
month from 32 cents per month.   

The  executive  proposal  recommends  $34,417,000  for  FY  2010,  a  2.7%  decrease 
from FY 2009 appropriations.  FY 2011 funding is recommended at $36,443,000, a 5.9% 
increase  over  the  FY  2010  recommendation.    Given  the  rate  decrease  by  S.B.  129, 
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expected annual revenues for the biennium will be approximately $25.5 million.  All of 
these  revenues  are  initially  deposited  into  the Wireless  9‐1‐1  Administration  Fund 
(5BP0).    The  appropriations  in  the  executive  proposal  sufficiently  accommodate  this 
revenue forecast for this fund. 

National Association Dues (870624)  
Appropriation item 870624, NARUC/NRRI Subsidy, enables PUCO to participate 

in  national  associations.    Founded  in  1889,  the  National  Association  of  Regulatory 
Utility Commissioners (NARUC) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to representing 
the  state public  service  commissionʹs who  regulate  the utilities  that provide  essential 
services  such  as  energy,  telecommunications,  water,  and  transportation.    NARUCʹs 
members  include all  fifty states,  the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and  the Virgin 
Islands.    Founded  in  1976  by  the NARUC  and  housed  at The Ohio  State University 
through  2007,  the  National  Regulatory  Research  Institute  (NRRI)  seeks  to  provide 
research products based on  facts, objective analysis, and  independence.   The NRRI  is 
supported  by  state  commission  dues  payments,  and  it  envisions  itself  as  an 
independent,  nonprofit  corporation.   Because  some  state  regulatory  commissions  are 
understaffed  relative  to  their  responsibilities,  the NRRI provides  research  that  is both 
politically relevant and academically rigorous. 

The executive proposal recommends a $158,000 annual appropriation.  This level 
is identical to those amounts in the previous biennium.  The funding is derived from the 
assessment  on  public  utility  companies  and  deposited  into  the  Public Utilities  Fund 
(5F60).  

Biomass Energy Promotion (870611)  
The Council of Great Lakes Governors has administered the Great Lakes Biomass 

State‐Regional  Partnership  (GLBSRP)  under  contract  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Energy  (DOE)  since 1983.   This  is one of  five  regional programs  established by DOE 
designed  to  encourage greater production  and use of biomass  for  energy generation. 
Biomass  includes wood,  crop  residues, municipal waste, and other organic materials.  
Biomass  can  be  converted  for  power  production  and  transportation  fuels  including 
ethanol and biodiesel. 

The GLBSRP states include:  Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin.    The Ohio  Biomass  Energy  Program  provides  information,  resource 
referrals,  business  connections  and  periodic  funding  assistance  to  support  the 
development  and use  of  biomass  energy  resources  in Ohio.   The  executive proposal 
recommends  flat  funding  this  appropriation  for  the  biennium  at  an  annual  level  of 
$40,000.  This amount is equal to the grant award from the GLBSRP, which is deposited 
into the Biofuels and Municipal Waste Technology Fund (6380). 



Public Utilities Commission of Ohio Requests Not Funded 

 

Legislative Service Commission Redbook Page 13 

Transportation Regulation  
PUCO uses  these  appropriations  to  safeguard  the  security  of Ohioʹs  regulated 

motor  carrier  and  rail  operations  by means  of  inspections,  training, monitoring,  and 
education programs. 

 
Governor's Recommended Amounts for Transportation Regulation 

Fund ALI and Name FY 2010 FY 2011 

General Services Fund Group 

5F60 870625 Motor Transportation Regulation $6,071,829 $6,071,829 

General Services Fund Subtotal $6,071,829 $6,071,829 

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group 

3500 870608 Motor Carrier Safety $7,351,660 $7,351,660 

3V30 870604 
Commercial Vehicle Information 
Systems/Networks 

$100,000 $100,000 

Federal Special Revenue Fund Group Subtotal $7,451,660 $7,451,660 

State Special Revenue Fund Group 

4A30 870614 
Grade Crossing Protection Devices-
State 

$1,349,757 $1,349,757 

4S60 870618 Hazardous Materials Registration $464,325 $464,325 

4S60 870621 
Hazardous Materials Base State 
Registration 

$373,346 $373,346 

4U80 870620 Civil Forfeitures $284,986 $284,986 

6610 870612 Hazardous Materials Transportation $900,000 $900,000 

State Special Revenue Fund Group Subtotal $3,372,414 $3,372,414 

Total Funding:  Transportation Regulation $16,895,903 $16,895,903 
 

Motor Carrier Registration and Safety (870604, 870608, 870620, and 870625)  
PUCOʹs comprehensive motor carrier and registration program integrates carrier 

registration,  driver/vehicle  audits  and  inspections,  civil  forfeiture  fines,  safety  grant 
funding, and issuance of educational materials.   

Commercial  transportation  companies  in  Ohio  are  public  utilities  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  PUCO.    These  companies  pay  special  fees  and  taxes  in  exchange  for 
exemption from other taxes, such as sales tax on equipment.  They are also exempt from 
many forms of local regulation. 

PUCO  is  committed  to  improving  road  safety  and  ensuring  quality,  equitable 
service  for Ohioans  and  commercial motor  and hazardous materials  carriers.   PUCO 
registers more than 58,000 general freight carriers, more than 1,000 towing companies, 
and more than 300 household goods movers. 
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The Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) is a major grant program 
of the U.S. Department of Transportation for which PUCO has been designated a lead 
agency.   This program  is utilized by PUCO  to develop a  comprehensive approach  to 
motor carrier safety  in Ohio.   Portions of  this  funding are also disbursed by PUCO  to 
the Ohio State Highway Patrol to support commercial vehicle inspection programs. 

The federal MCSAP funds supplement those generated by PUCOʹs program and 
help fund PUCOʹs on‐site audits of motor carrier safety records and programs, as well 
as PUCOʹs specialized  inspections  involving hazardous materials.   MCSAP  funds also 
assist  other  organizations,  including  public  roadside  inspections  of  nonhazardous 
materials commercial vehicles. 

Appropriation  item  870625,  Motor  Transportation  Regulation,  supports  the 
enforcement  of  statutes,  rules,  and  regulations  governing  transportation  companies.  
The executive proposal recommends $6.1 million in each year of the biennium, which is 
100%  of  the  FY  2009  appropriation.    The  Public  Utilities  Fund  (5F60)  provides  the 
necessary  revenues  for  this  line  item.    The  fund  collects  taxes  on  intrastate  motor 
carriers and fees from the Unified Carrier Registration Program. 

Appropriation item 870608, Motor Carrier Safety, provides PUCO with spending 
authority  to  administer MCSAP  funds  from  the  federal  government.    The  executive 
budget recommends $7.4 million annually, which represents no increase above FY 2009 
appropriation  authority.    Federal  grants  are  deposited  into  the Motor Carrier  Safety 
Fund (3500) upon receipt. 

PUCOʹs  primary mission  in  commercial  vehicle  safety  is  the  prevention  and 
reduction of accidents on Ohio  roadways;  specifically,  the protection of  the  traveling 
public in all areas of the state from commercial operations of large, heavy, or hazardous 
cargo  laden  vehicles.    According  to  PUCO,  new  carriers  are  often  the  largest 
contributing  factor  to unsafe  roadways.   The Commission  administers  a  safety  audit 
program targeted at new carriers.   

Appropriation item 870604, Commercial Vehicle Information Systems/Networks, 
authorizes PUCO to spend the federal revenues on these audit and safety initiatives for 
commercial  vehicles.   The  executive proposal  recommends  $100,000  annually  for  the 
upcoming biennium, which is equivalent to the amount appropriated for FY 2009.  The 
Commercial Vehicle  Information Systems and Networks Fund  (3V30)  receives money 
from  a  federal  grant  authorized  by  the  Safe,  Accountable,  Flexible,  Efficient 
Transportation Act of 2005.   

In 1995, Ohio enacted a new civil forfeitures program applicable to general truck 
safety violations.  All audits or inspections that contain serious violations are subject to 
the assessment of fines ranging from $1,000 for a roadside inspection to a maximum of 
$10,000 for compliance audits.  According to PUCO, the audits and inspections provide 
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direct  financial  incentives  to  carriers not  in  compliance  to  change  their behavior  and 
comply with existing regulations.  Last year, over $2.7 million of the civil forfeiture fines 
collected by PUCO went into the GRF.   

The executive budget proposal recommends annual  funding of $284,986  for  the 
upcoming biennium, which  is  100% of  the  amount  appropriated  to  line  item  870620, 
Civil  Forfeitures,  for FY  2009.   Fines  are  initially deposited  into  the Civil  Forfeitures 
Fund  (4U80)  for  the  support  of  the  line  item.    Once  the  fund  receives  revenues 
equivalent to the appropriation authority, all additional fines are deposited in the GRF. 

Hazardous Materials Regulation (870612, 870618, and 870621)  
The PUCO registers more than 2,500 hazardous materials transporters each year 

and  works  to  ensure  carriers  are  safely  transporting  these  commodities  on  Ohio’s 
highways.  The agency inspects each shipment of high‐level radioactive material that is 
transported  from,  to,  or  through  Ohio.    All  PUCO  hazardous  materials  (hazmat) 
specialists  and  the  PUCO  rail  inspectors  are  trained  and  certified  in  radiological 
inspections.   

The Revised Code provides, among other things, that the first $800,000 of hazmat 
fines  collected  in  any  fiscal  year  is  credited  to  a  special  revenue  fund  in  the  state 
treasury.  Hazmat fines are generally paid by hazardous material carriers, shippers, and 
drivers.   The  resulting money  is distributed  for  the purposes of  emergency  response 
planning  as  well  as  the  training  of  safety,  enforcement,  and  emergency  services 
personnel  for  the  management  of  hazardous  materials  releases  that  occur  during 
transportation  or  otherwise.    The  PUCO  awarded  13  hazardous  materials  training 
program grants  totaling  $400,000  in  2007.    In  addition  to  these grants,  the Cleveland 
State  University  hazardous materials  training  center  receives  $400,000  each  year  to 
support their program that develops and provides training to government and private 
industry regarding the safe handling of hazardous materials. 

Appropriation  item  870612,  Hazardous  Materials  Transportation,  provides 
PUCO with  authority  to  spend  the  revenues  collected  via  fines  and  civil  forfeitures 
assessed against hazardous materials  transporters.   The proceeds  from  the Hazardous 
Materials  Transportation  Fund  (6610)  support  the  training  program  grants.    The 
executive  proposal  recommends  $900,000  in  each  year  of  the  biennium,  which  is 
identical to the amount appropriated in FY 2009. 

Appropriation item 870618, Hazardous Materials Registration, is used to employ 
the PUCO hazmat  specialists.   The executive proposal  recommends $464,325  for each 
year of the biennium, which equals the FY 2009 appropriation.  All hazardous materials 
transporters  must  pay  a  registration  fee,  which  is  deposited  into  the  Hazardous 
Materials Registration Fund (4S60) for the support of this line item. 
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Appropriation  item  870621,  Hazardous  Materials  Base  State  Registration, 
provides PUCO with the authority to pay hazmat fees to other states on behalf of Ohio 
transporters.   When an Ohio  transporter  registers with PUCO,  the carrier can elect  to 
register  in other  states at  the  same point  in  time.   This appropriation  item authorizes 
PUCO  to pay up  to $373,346  in each year of  the upcoming biennium.   The executive 
proposal seeks no  increase from the FY 2009 appropriation.   All payments remitted to 
other states are drawn from the Hazardous Materials Registration Fund (4S60). 

Railroad Safety (870614)  
Ohio  is  a  national  leader  in  rail  traffic  with  more  than  5,200  miles  of  track 

running from every corner of the state, and 6,100 public rail‐highway grade crossings.  
The  PUCO  has  the  regulatory  responsibility  to  inspect  rail  industry  activities  that 
include structures, operational practices, and worker safety issues.  Additionally, PUCO 
enforces  the  regulations  of  the  Federal Railroad Administration  (FRA)  and  has  FRA 
certified  inspectors  in  the  disciplines  of  hazardous materials,  rail  tracks,  locomotive 
power and equipment, operating practices, railroad grade crossing lights and gates, and 
numerous other areas of public concern. 

As part of PUCOʹs regulatory function, it administers state and federal warning 
device  programs  for  grade  crossings  and  distributes  funds  for  rail  crossing 
improvements.  In 2007 PUCO ordered more than 65 grade crossing upgrades in Ohio, 
as well  as  numerous  other  rail  crossing  improvements.   According  to  PUCO,  these 
programs played an important role in reducing rail fatalities by 72% in the last 11 years. 

For  appropriation  item  870614,  Grade  Crossing  Protection  Devices‐State,  the 
executive recommends annual funding of $1.3 million for FY 2010‐FY 2011, which is an 
amount equal to FY 2009 adjusted appropriations.  Revenues from the state gasoline tax 
are  deposited  into  the Grade  Crossing  Protection  Fund  (4A30), which  supports  this 
spending authority. 
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General Services Fund Group

      

$31,456,553 $30,787,160 $30,197,914 $34,455,627 $34,455,627 $34,455,627

GSF: Assessments against the intrastate revenues of the railroads and 
utilities regulated by the Public Utilities Commission.  The total assessment 
in any year is equal to the agency's appropriation to this line item.  If the 
agency's expenditures are less than its appropriation in a given year, the 
next year's assessment is reduced by the difference.

ORC 4905.10 (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 215 of the 122nd G.A.)

This line item funds activities related to the regulation of investor-owned 
telephone, electric, gas, water and sewer utilities. The item also funds the 
Commission's regulation of railroads.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

5F60 870622 Utility & Railroad Regulation
2009

-2.1% -1.9% 14.1% 0.0% 0.0%

      

$147,163 $147,163 $111,054 $158,000 $158,000 $158,000

GSF: Assessments against the intrastate revenues of the railroads and 
utilities regulated by the Public Utilities Commission

Section 369.10 of Am. Sub. H.B. 119 of the 127th G.A. (originally established 
by Am. Sub. H.B. 215 of the 122nd G.A.; in prior years these funds were 
deposited in the GRF to the credit of line item 870-501, NARUC/NRRI 
Subsidy, which was originally created by Controlling Board in 1982)

This line item funds PUCO's share of an assessment levied by the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) to support the 
National Regulatory Research Institute (NRRI). The fee is based on a 
percentage of utilities' operating revenues by class of utility.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

5F60 870624 NARUC/NRRI Subsidy
2009

0.0% -24.5% 42.3% 0.0% 0.0%

COBLI: 1 of 12
Legislative Service Commission - Redbook
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$4,971,196 $4,254,291 $4,426,141 $6,071,829 $6,071,829 $6,071,829

GSF: Revenues are derived from taxes on intrastate motor carriers and fees 
of motor carriers registering to operate within the state via the Base State 
Motor Carrier registration program

ORC 4923.12 (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 215 of the 122nd G.A.)

Funds in this line item support activities related to the enforcement of 
statutes, rules and regulations governing transportation companies (bus 
and motor carriers) operating within the state. This line item provides 
matching funds for federal grants funding line items 870604 and 870608. 
Beginning in FY 2000, this line also includes $200,000 per year in "transfer 
and other" appropriation authority to handle motor carrier registration fees 
whose disposition is uncertain at the time of their receipt. Such funds were 
formerly deposited in Fund R20 and appropriated via line item 870-610, 
Motor Carrier Refunds. That line has been discontinued.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

5F60 870625 Motor Transportation Regulation
2009

-14.4% 4.0% 37.2% 0.0% 0.0%

      

$0 $0 $1,373,225 $5,000,000 $5,000,000 $5,000,000

GSF: As of January 1, 2009, the PUCO collects an annual assessment from 
telecommunication service providers.

ORC 4905.84, originally authorized by Am. Sub. H.B. 562 of the 127th G.A.  
Previously, ORC 4905.79 and 5727.44 allowed the relay provider a credit 
against its corporate franchise tax.  Due to tax changes, this funding 
mechanism expired on January 1, 2008.

The Americans with Disabilities Act mandates an intrastate 
telecommunications relay service (TRS) for persons with communication 
disabilities.  TRS enables persons with hearing or speech disabilities to 
communicate by phone in a manner functionally equivalent to someone 
without such a disability through the use of a text telephone yoke (TTY) or 
other similar telecom devices.  This line item reimburses the service vendor 
for the costs of providing the service.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

5Q50 870626 Telecommunications Relay Service
2009

N/A 264.1% 0.0% 0.0%

COBLI: 2 of 12
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$659,857 $470,294 $438,469 $597,959 $597,959 $597,959

FED: CFDA 20.700, Pipeline Safety

ORC 4905.91 (originally established by Controlling Board in FY 1973)

This line item contains operating funds for the Gas Pipeline Safety 
program.  The program was originally authorized by the Natural Gas 
Pipeline Safety Act of 1968 and more recently by the Pipeline Inspection, 
Protection, Enforcement, and Safety (PIPES) Act of 2006.  The line item 
receives reimbursements from the federal government amounting to 50% of 
the costs of operating the program.  In order to remain eligible for the 
funds, the state must maintain a previously established level of effort.  Since 
FY 1998, the state's share of expenses has come from line item 870622, 
Utility and Railroad Regulation.  Prior to that time, the state's share came 
from the 871-499 State Match line item in the GRF.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

3330 870601 Gas Pipeline Safety
2009

-28.7% -6.8% 36.4% 0.0% 0.0%

COBLI: 3 of 12
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$6,007,990 $7,202,905 $5,440,814 $7,351,660 $7,351,660 $7,351,660

FED: CFDA 20.218, Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration)

ORC 4919.79 (originally established by Controlling Board in 1984)

Funds are used to administer the Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program 
(MCSAP) involving the safe operation of commercial motor vehicles.  The 
program, originally authorized by the Surface Transportation Act of 1982, 
began as an inspection program by the PUCO.  However, with the passage 
of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Act of 1991, it was expanded to 
deal with drug interdiction and other matters under the purview of the 
State Highway Patrol.  To receive the grant, the state must contribute 20% of 
the total costs and use the funds to enhance the program, not to support 
existing activities.  In FY 1996, the PUCO's transportation enforcement 
division was transferred to the Department of Public Safety (DPS).  As a 
result, much of these federal moneys are now directed to the Highway 
Safety Federal Reimbursement Fund (8310).  Since, however, the PUCO is 
the primary recipient for the federal funds, this line item retains 
appropriation authority over the entire amount of the federal grant.  The 
PUCO transfers the appropriate amount to the DPS to fund the 
Department's enforcement division.  Federal funds were most recently 
authorized in 2005 by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act' a Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

3500 870608 Motor Carrier Safety
2009

19.9% -24.5% 35.1% 0.0% 0.0%
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Public Utilities Commission of Ohio - Catalog of Budget Line Items

      

$45,489 $94,413 $52,366 $59,600 $100,000 $100,000

FED: CFDA 20.205, Commercial Vehicle Information Systems/Networks 
(Federal Highway Administration, Highway Planning and Construction 
grants)

Section 369.10 of Am. Sub. H.B. 119 of the 127th G.A. (originally established 
by Am. Sub. H.B. 94 of the 124th G.A.)

The Commercial Vehicle Information Systems and Networks (CVISN) 
Program is a key component of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration's (FMCSA) drive to improve commercial motor vehicle 
safety.  CVISN will enable safety inspectors to target their resources on the 
highest risk carriers, drivers, and vehicles.  These changes are expected to 
reduce the frequency and severity of accidents that involve commercial 
vehicles.  CVISN will enable government agencies, the motor carrier 
industry, and other parties engaged in commercial vehicle operations to 
exchange information and conduct business transactions electronically.  The 
PUCO is the administrative lead in the business plan development for 
Ohio.  The departments of Taxation, Public Safety, and Transportation, as 
well as the Ohio Trucking Association are participating in the project.  
Federal funds were most recently authorized in 2005 by the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act' a Legacy for 
Users (SAFETEA-LU).

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

3V30 870604 Commercial Vehicle Information Systems/Networks
2009

107.6% -44.5% 13.8% 67.8% 0.0%
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Public Utilities Commission of Ohio - Catalog of Budget Line Items

State Special Revenue Fund Group

      

$903,948 $1,063,418 $1,224,069 $1,349,757 $1,349,757 $1,349,757

SSR: $1.2 million per year from the state gasoline tax

ORC 4907.471 (Am. Sub. H.B. 111 of the 118th G.A. transferred the legal 
basis from ORC 5523.31, and transferred the appropriation for 770-750, 
Grade Crossing Protection Devices - State, from the Department of 
Transportation to this Public Utilities Commission line)

The funds in this line item are used to provide warning devices at rail-
highway crossings, pursuant to ORC 4907.471. These devices include flasher 
lights and gates. This line receives $1.2 million each year from the state 
gasoline tax, to provide preliminary funding for upgrades or funding for 
which federal funds cannot be used (such as, to cover preliminary 
engineering costs). The upgrades are undertaken by the railroads, and the 
PUCO reimburses them for the expenditure when the project is complete.  
Expenditures in excess of $1.2 million in any year may be incurred as 
projects begun in prior years are completed, and the railroads are 
reimbursed for the expenses.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4A30 870614 Grade Crossing Protection Devices-State
2009

17.6% 15.1% 10.3% 0.0% 0.0%

      

$151,088 $180,837 $164,523 $187,621 $187,621 $187,621

SSR: Assessments against gas and natural gas pipeline operators and 
deposited into the Pipeline Safety Fund (individual assessments are based 
on the total amount of gas supplied during the calendar year preceding the 
assessment; assessments are made in October of each year and the total 
amount assessed depends on the appropriation level received by the PUCO 
in order to administer the program)

ORC 4905.92 (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 365 of the 119th G.A.)

Moneys in this line item are used to administer the pipeline safety code for 
all gas and natural gas pipeline operators in the state and to finance PUCO's 
duties and responsibilities under the program. All of the moneys deposited 
in the fund are to be used exclusively for the administration and 
enforcement of the pipeline safety code.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4L80 870617 Pipeline Safety-State
2009

19.7% -9.0% 14.0% 0.0% 0.0%

COBLI: 6 of 12
Legislative Service Commission - Redbook



Public Utilities Commission of Ohio - Catalog of Budget Line Items

      

$518,442 $375,925 $359,473 $464,325 $464,325 $464,325

SSR: Fees collected under the program for the uniform registration and 
permitting of persons engaged in the highway transportation of hazardous 
materials in Ohio -  (1) a $50 per-carrier processing fee and (2) an 
apportioned per-truck registration fee (in the first year, FY 1995, the 
operations were funded by the $50 per-carrier fee and a federal grant of 
$40,000)

ORC 4905.80 (originally established by Sub. H.B. 647 of the 120th G.A.)

Funds are used to enforce the Hazardous Materials Transportation Law 
(ORC 4905.80 through 4905.83).  This program was devised in accordance 
with the Hazardous Materials Transportation Uniform Safety Act of 1990.  
The act called for the eventual establishment of a base-state-type system of 
registering hazardous materials transporters in the U.S.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4S60 870618 Hazardous Materials Registration
2009

-27.5% -4.4% 29.2% 0.0% 0.0%

      

$302,755 $314,265 $274,665 $373,346 $373,346 $373,346

SSR: Registration fees of hazardous material carriers who register in the 
State of Ohio

ORC 4905.80 (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 117 of the 121st G.A.)

This line item is used to receive and disburse funds received under a base-
state registration program for hazardous material carriers. Under this type 
of program, carriers who operate in more than one state can register for all 
states in their home state. This fund receives those registration fees that are 
ultimately to be transferred to other states. Fees collected on behalf of the 
state of Ohio are credited to line item 870618, Hazardous Materials 
Registration, in fund 4S60.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4S60 870621 Hazardous Materials Base State Registration
2009

3.8% -12.6% 35.9% 0.0% 0.0%
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$292,515 $232,258 $235,744 $284,986 $284,986 $284,986

SSR: Forfeitures

ORC 4923.12(c) (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 117 of the 121st 
G.A.)

This line item funds the administrative costs of the civil forfeitures program 
created in Am. Sub. H.B. 117 of the 121st G.A. The program centralizes with 
the PUCO the collection of civil forfeitures from motor carriers found to be 
in violation of state and federal safety rules and regulations. A portion of 
the forfeitures is deposited into Fund 4U80, Civil Forfeitures, to fund the 
costs of administering this program. Revenues in excess of the 
appropriation to the 870620 line item are deposited into the GRF.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4U80 870620 Civil Forfeitures
2009

-20.6% 1.5% 20.9% 0.0% 0.0%

      

$0 $0 $0 $0 $4,000 $4,000

SSR: Assessments paid by electric companies to cover expenses incurred in 
resolving boundary disputes

ORC 4933.89 (originally established by Controlling Board in FY 1981; 
authorized by Am. H.B. 577 of the 112th G.A.)

This line item funds the costs incurred by the Commission in drawing and 
mapping service boundary lines. Revenues are received only when the 
Commission is required to settle a boundary dispute between electric 
companies. It is difficult to predict when that might occur. No 
reimbursements for such disputes have been made since FY 1990.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

5590 870605 Public Utilities Territorial Administration
2009

0.0%
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Public Utilities Commission of Ohio - Catalog of Budget Line Items

      

$59,467 $0 $0 $0 $100,000 $100,000

SSR: A special assessment levied upon the utility or utilities under 
investigation (assessment is set at such a level as to cover the cost of 
investigation). As the costs in an investigation are incurred, the PUCO 
usually seeks reimbursement on a monthly basis.

ORC 4903.24 (originally established by Controlling Board in 1982)

Funds in this line item are used to conduct large-scale investigations of a 
public utility when the investigation or the results of the investigation apply 
to a specific company.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

5600 870607 Special Assessment
2009

0.0%

      

$396,781 $274,672 $296,593 $647,893 $647,893 $647,893

SSR: Fees submitted with applications for a certificate of environmental 
compatibility and public need plus expenses incurred in processing 
applications. Utilities are billed annually for expenses incurred in the prior 
year.

ORC 4906.06 (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 291 of the 115th G.A.)

This line item provides operating funds for the Power Siting Board.  Am. 
Sub. H.B. 694 of the 114th G.A. transferred the board to the PUCO in FY 
1982.  It had previously functioned as an independent agency.  The line item 
receives fees submitted with applications for a certificate of environmental 
compatibility and public need. A public utility must have such a certificate 
before constructing or expanding major utility facilities. The Board is 
empowered to approve or disapprove applications for such a certificate.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

5610 870606 Power Siting Board
2009

-30.8% 8.0% 118.4% 0.0% 0.0%
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Public Utilities Commission of Ohio - Catalog of Budget Line Items

      

$3,372,649 $21,028,934 $27,860,660 $35,375,000 $34,417,000 $36,443,000

SSR: fees imposed on wireless service subscribers until December 31, 2012

ORC 4931.63

This line item provides funding for the compensation of the Ohio 9-1-1 
Coordinator and for other expenses of operating the 9-1-1 Service Program.  
This program is responsible primarily for distributing fee revenue received 
from charges levied on wireless service subscribers to counties and other 
political subdivisions that operate wireless enhanced 9-1-1 service within 
the county.  The fee imposed on wireless service subscribers is 28 cents per 
month, of which over 96% each year is distributed to counties.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

5BP0 870623 Wireless 911 Administration
2009

523.5% 32.5% 27.0% -2.7% 5.9%

      

$38,926 $21,392 $4,454 $40,000 $40,000 $40,000

SSR: Grant moneys from the Council of Great Lake Governors, Inc., a 
Minnesota-based nonprofit corporation which operates a seven-state 
biomass energy program in the Great Lakes region for the U.S. Department 
of Energy

Section 369.10 of Am. Sub. H.B. 119 of the 127th G.A. (originally established 
by Controlling Board on January 11, 1988)

This line item funds the Ohio Biomass Energy Program which promotes the 
use of biofuels and municipal waste for energy development and 
substitution for fossil fuels.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

6380 870611 Biofuels/Municipal Waste Technology
2009

-45.0% -79.2% 798.2% 0.0% 0.0%
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Public Utilities Commission of Ohio - Catalog of Budget Line Items

      

$861,304 $781,659 $734,742 $900,000 $900,000 $900,000

SSR: Up to $800,000 annually in fines and civil forfeitures assessed against 
hazardous materials transporters (prior to the passage of H.B. 647 of the 
120th G.A., these funds were deposited in the GRF; amounts in excess of 
$800,000 will continue to be deposited into the GRF)

ORC 4905.80 (originally established by Am. Sub. H.B. 428 of the 117th G.A., 
substantially amended by H.B. 647 of the 120th G.A.)

Moneys credited to this line item fund emergency response training and 
other hazardous materials training programs throughout the state. In the 
past, 50% has gone to Cleveland State University for its training program 
for public safety and emergency services personnel, and 50% has been 
allocated to other educational institutions, state agencies, and political 
subdivisions for similar programs.  Am. Sub. H.B. 283 of the 123rd G.A. 
revised the percentage going to "other purposes." It allocates 5% of the total 
to the PUCO for administration and training, with the remaining 45% going 
to other programs. The Cleveland State University program would still 
receive $400,000 a year, or 50% of the total (but no less than $200,000).

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

6610 870612 Hazardous Materials Transportation
2009

-9.2% -6.0% 22.5% 0.0% 0.0%
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Public Utilities Commission of Ohio - Catalog of Budget Line Items

Agency Fund Group

      

$5,130,520 $170,791 $0 $0 $0 $0

AGY: Registration fees that are ultimately to be transferred to other states

ORC 4923.12 (originally established by Controlling Board in October 1991; 
authorized by Sub. H.B. 715 of the 120th G.A.)

Moneys credited to this line item allow Ohio to participate in the Single 
State Registration Program (SSRP, formerly known as the Base State 
Registration Program). The program allowed trucking companies based in 
participating states to register their authority to operate on an interstate 
basis, granted by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, with 
their base state only, rather than registering separately with each and every 
state that belongs to the SSRP. This fund receives those registration fees that 
are ultimately to be transferred to other states. (Those fees collected on 
behalf of the state of Ohio, wherever collected, are deposited in fund 5F60, 
the Public Utility Fund.)  The program has been discontinued, effective 
January 1, 2007.

2006 2007 2008 2010
Executive Proposal

2011
Executive Proposal

Source:

Legal Basis:

Purpose:

4G40 870616 Base State Registration Program
2009

-96.7%
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2008
As Introduced

20112009
% Change

2009 to 2010
% Change

2010 to 2011
As Introduced

2010Fund ALI ALI Title

LSC Budget Spreadsheet by Line Item, FY 2010 - FY 2011

PUC Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
$ 30,197,914  0.0%  0.0%5F60 870622 Utility & Railroad Regulation $ 34,455,627 $ 34,455,627$ 34,455,627

$ 111,054  0.0%  0.0%5F60 870624 NARUC/NRRI Subsidy $ 158,000 $ 158,000$ 158,000

$ 4,426,141  0.0%  0.0%5F60 870625 Motor Transportation Regulation $ 6,071,829 $ 6,071,829$ 6,071,829

$ 1,373,225  0.0%  0.0%5Q50 870626 Telecommunications Relay Service $ 5,000,000 $ 5,000,000$ 5,000,000

$ 36,108,334  0.0%  0.0%General Services Fund Group Total $ 45,685,456 $ 45,685,456$ 45,685,456

$ 438,469  0.0%  0.0%3330 870601 Gas Pipeline Safety $ 597,959 $ 597,959$ 597,959

$ 5,440,814  0.0%  0.0%3500 870608 Motor Carrier Safety $ 7,351,660 $ 7,351,660$ 7,351,660

$ 52,366 67.8%  0.0%3V30 870604 Commercial Vehicle Information Systems/Networks $ 100,000 $ 100,000$ 59,600

$ 5,931,649 0.5%  0.0%Federal Special Revenue Fund Group Total $ 8,049,619 $ 8,049,619$ 8,009,219

$ 1,224,069  0.0%  0.0%4A30 870614 Grade Crossing Protection Devices-State $ 1,349,757 $ 1,349,757$ 1,349,757

$ 164,523  0.0%  0.0%4L80 870617 Pipeline Safety-State $ 187,621 $ 187,621$ 187,621

$ 359,473  0.0%  0.0%4S60 870618 Hazardous Materials Registration $ 464,325 $ 464,325$ 464,325

$ 274,665  0.0%  0.0%4S60 870621 Hazardous Materials Base State Registration $ 373,346 $ 373,346$ 373,346

$ 235,744  0.0%  0.0%4U80 870620 Civil Forfeitures $ 284,986 $ 284,986$ 284,986

$0 N/A  0.0%5590 870605 Public Utilities Territorial Administration $ 4,000 $ 4,000$ 0

$0 N/A  0.0%5600 870607 Special Assessment $ 100,000 $ 100,000$ 0

$ 296,593  0.0%  0.0%5610 870606 Power Siting Board $ 647,893 $ 647,893$ 647,893

$ 27,860,660 -2.7% 5.9%5BP0 870623 Wireless 911 Administration $ 34,417,000 $ 36,443,000$ 35,375,000

$ 4,454  0.0%  0.0%6380 870611 Biofuels/Municipal Waste Technology $ 40,000 $ 40,000$ 40,000

$ 734,742  0.0%  0.0%6610 870612 Hazardous Materials Transportation $ 900,000 $ 900,000$ 900,000

$ 31,154,923 -2.2% 5.2%State Special Revenue Fund Group Total $ 38,768,928 $ 40,794,928$ 39,622,928

$ 73,194,906 -0.9% 2.2%$ 92,504,003 $ 94,530,003Total All Budget Fund Groups $ 93,317,603
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