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• Adds provisions to the House-passed version (1) permitting a county to 
settle any court action by a consent decree or court-approved settlement 
agreement and to include in the decree or agreement when relevant (a) an 
agreement to rezone any property involved in the action without following 
zoning procedures, including those for a referendum on a zoning change or 
(b) county approval of a "development plan" for any property involved in 
the action, (2) requiring the court to make specific findings of fact that 
specified notice has been properly made and that the decree or agreement is 
"fair and reasonable," and (3) prescribing a general notice procedure for 
any court action and a specific notice and meeting procedure when a zoning 
issue is involved in the action (R.C. 307.561). 

• Adds the current Township Law's consent decree and court-approved 
settlement agreement provisions to the House-passed version to make them 
parallel to those the bill enacts for counties.  In doing so, the committee 
version removes statutory permission for certain electors to intervene in 
litigation and a requirement that the court make a third specific finding of 
fact--that the plaintiff in the action has presented "prima-facie evidence" via 
certain expert witness reports regarding the invalidity or unconstitutionality 
of current zoning regulations (R.C. 505.07). 

• Expands the House-passed version's eminent domain "quick-take" 
provisions by also granting to limited home rule townships the same 
authority to appropriate property under the specified "public exigency" 
quick-take procedure for certain sewer construction, that the bill confers on 
counties, conservancy districts, sanitary districts, county sewer districts, 
and regional water and sewer districts (R.C. 504.19(D)). 

• Adds provisions to the House-passed version (1) permitting limited home 
rule townships (a) to adopt rules establishing certain standards to achieve a 
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level of management and conservation practices that will abate wind or 
water erosion of the soil or the degradation of waters of the state by soil 
sediment in conjunction with land grading, excavating, filling or other soil 
disturbing activities on land used or being developed for nonfarm purposes, 
and (b) to issue stop work orders under certain conditions for the violation 
of those rules and (2) creating an optional civil fine for each day of 
violation of those rules or administrative orders issued with respect to them.  
(R.C. 504.04(B)(3) and (7), 504.19, and 504.21.) 

• Modifies the House-passed version's amendments to current law pertaining 
to county rules establishing similar standards by changing the 
circumstances governing the issuance of stop work orders and notices of 
violation (R.C. 307.79). 

• Adds current law provisions to the House-passed version to specifically 
permit fire and ambulance districts to enter into leases with an option to 
purchase buildings, vehicles, equipment, land, and material (R.C. 505.375). 

• Adds current law provisions to the House-passed version to remove 
references to the Oil and Gas Law in the county and township zoning laws 
which currently restrict the purposes for which zoning regulations can be 
adopted for permitted or regulated activities under the Oil and Gas Law, the 
Coal Surface Mining Law, and the Aggregates Mining Law to public health 
or safety (R.C. 303.02 and 519.02). 
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