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The House Civil and Commercial Law Committee made the following changes to 
the Senate-passed version of the bill: 

(1)  It added a provision that provides that an in-camera hearing is not required 
regarding a question put to a prospective juror by the court unless information in the 
juror's response is requested by any person and the prospective juror requests that the 
information not be released. 

(2)  It modified the time period for a juror to make a request for a postponement of 
the juror's initial appearance for jury duty from at least 48 hours, to at least two business 
days, before the initial appearance. 

(3)  It modified one of the conditions for a postponement of a juror's initial 
appearance for jury duty by requiring that the specified date on which the juror will 
appear be not more than six months (instead of not more than three months) after the date 
for which the juror was originally called to serve.  If extraordinary circumstances exist, 
the date specified, which is at the court's discretion, may be more than six months 
(instead of more than three months) after the date for which the juror was originally 
called to serve. 

(4)  It further modified the condition for a second or subsequent postponement of 
jury service in the event of an extreme emergency by requiring that the specified date on 
which the juror will appear for jury service be not more than six months (instead of not 
more than three months) after the date of the postponement. 

(5)  It reinstated the provision in existing law, which the Senate-passed version 
repealed, that permits a court to excuse a person from jury service if the juror's spouse or 
a near relative of the juror or the juror's spouse has recently died or is dangerously ill. 
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(6)  It added the following two additional grounds for a court to excuse a 
prospective juror from jury service:  (1) the juror is over 75 years of age and requests to 
be excused, and (2) the prospective juror is an active member of a recognized Amish sect 
and requests to be excused because of the juror's sincere belief that as a result of that 
membership the juror cannot pass judgment in a judicial matter.  It also added the 
provision that a juror who requests to be excused under (1), above, must inform the 
appropriate court employee of that request not later than the date on which the juror is 
scheduled to appear for jury duty and must so inform the employee by appearing in 
person or contacting the employee by telephone, in writing, or by electronic mail. 

(7)  It provided that a court's use of the juror's oath in criminal cases that was in 
effect before the bill's effective date instead of the new oath set forth in the bill does not 
invalidate or affect the validity of the impanelment of the jury or any action taken by the 
jury. 

(8)  It eliminated the existing limit of a maximum of four days or parts thereof on 
the amount of jury fees that may be taxed as costs in a civil action. 

(9)  It added a provision that provides that in criminal cases, if a jury has not been 
sworn at the trial because of a defendant's failure to appear without good cause, the costs 
incurred in summoning jurors for that trial may be included in the costs of prosecution 
and, if the costs of summoning jurors are assessed against the defendant, those costs must 
be paid to the public treasury from which the jurors were paid. 

(10)  It added one additional judge for the general division of the Clermont County 
Court of Common Pleas to be elected in 2006 for a term to begin January 3, 2007. 

(11)  It modified existing law by permitting a municipal judge to appoint special 
constables if the territory within the jurisdiction of the municipal court served by the 
municipal judge is coextensive with the boundaries of the county in which the court is 
located, and the municipal court is a successor court of a county court that previously 
served that county. 
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