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Committee Amendments* 

 

Sub. H.B. 99 
129th General Assembly 

(Senate Highways and Transportation) 

 
Revises the House–passed prohibition against texting while driving as follows: 

 Limits the prohibition to handheld electronic communication devices used 

to write, send, or read a text-based communication while driving; 

 Establishes the violation as a secondary traffic offense; 

 Creates an additional exemption from the prohibition for a person using a 

handheld electronic communication device in conjunction with a voice-

operated or hands-free device feature or function of the vehicle and 

defines "voice-operated or hands-free device" as a device that allows vocal 

composition of a text-based communication without the use of either hand 

except to activate or deactivate a feature or function; 

 Generally retains the House-passed exemption from the prohibition for a 

person whose vehicle is stationary and outside a lane of travel, but 

removes as a component of the exemption the requirement for the vehicle 

transmission to be in park or neutral or the engine or power to the motor 

to be off; 

 Specifies that an electronic communication device that is a computer 

includes a laptop or tablet computer. 

For drivers under 18, creates a specific prohibition against the use of an electronic 

wireless communications device, whether handheld or hands-free, in any manner, as 

follows: 

 Establishes the violation as a primary offense; 

 Exempts from the prohibition (1) using a device in an emergency, (2) use 

when the person's vehicle is stationary and outside a lane of travel, and 

(3) using a hands-free navigation device if the person does not manipulate 

the device while driving; 
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 Establishes the penalty for a first offense as a $150 fine and a 60-day 

license suspension and for subsequent offenses, a $300 fine and a one-year 

license suspension; 

 Establishes a six-month warning period before tickets may be issued for 

the violation. 
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