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129th General Assembly 

(As Reported by S. Education) 

 
Annual report cards and Performance ratings 

Requires annual report cards to reflect the performance (rather than the 

performance profile as under the House-passed version) of each school district, each 

building, and for the state as a whole using the performance measures and letter grade 

system prescribed by the bill. 

Requires the Department of Education to assign letter grades for performance 

ratings annually, not later than September 15th.  If September 15th falls on a Saturday 

or Sunday, requires the Department to do so on the preceding Friday. 

Changes the calculation of the value-added data progress dimension 

performance measure from using "at least" three years of value-added data (as under 

the House-passed version) to "up to" three years of value-added data. 

Removes the benchmark requirements for assigning an "A" for the kindergarten 

through third grade literacy rate performance measure from the House-passed version 

and, instead, generally requires the State Board to adopt benchmarks and assigning 

grades for that performance measure.   

Requires that no grade be issued for the kindergarten through third grade 

literacy rate performance measure for a district or school in which less than 5% of the 

students have scored below grade level on the diagnostic assessment administered 

under current law instead of the third-grade English language arts achievement 

assessment. 

Replaces the House-passed provision regarding the reporting and grading of the 

"Prepared for Success" component with one that does the following: 

Requires the reporting of the following performance measures, without grades, 

for the 2013-2014 school year: 
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1. National standardized test for college admission participation rate and 

percentage of students determined to be "remediation-free" based on 

standards adopted under current law; 

2. Advanced Placement test participation rate and the percentage of students 

who earn a score of three or better on that test; 

3. The number of a district's or building's students who have earned at least 

three college credits through dual enrollment programs, excluding credits 

earned for remedial or developmental courses but including those that 

count toward curriculum requirements established for the completion of a 

degree; 

4. The percentage of students who earn an honors diploma; 

5. The percentage of students who earn industry credentials; and 

6. The percentage of students enrolled participating in an International 

Baccalaureate (IB) program and the percentage of those students who 

receive a score of four or better on the IB examinations. 

Requires the reporting of all six of the performance measures listed above, 

without grades, for the 2014-2015 school year and adds the results of the college and 

career-ready assessment exam. 

Requires the State Board of Education to adopt a method to determine a grade 

for the "Prepared for Success" component. 

In determining a grade for the "Prepared for Success" component, requires the 

State Board to ensure that the pool of students included in the performance measures 

are the students of the four- and five-year adjusted graduation cohorts. 

(The House provision for this component phased in graded measures.  It 

included national standardized test participation and average score, percentage of 

students determined not to be college-ready, AP participation rate and test scores, 

college and career-ready assessment exam results, percentage of students who earn an 

honors diploma, and percentage of students who earn industry credentials.) 

Clarifies that the House-passed provisions regarding grading standards for 

performance index score apply to all school years.  

Removes the House-passed provisions specifying grading standards of less than 

"A" for the number of the performance indicators met. 
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Changes from the 2013-2014 to the 2014-2015 school year, the first report card in 

which the performance indicators must include an indicator that reflects the level of 

services provided to and the performance of gifted students. 

Removes the House-passed provisions requiring the gifted student performance 

indicator to include (1) level of gifted services provided, (2) the level of gifted 

identification effort, (3) appropriate licensed gifted staff levels, (4) the level of 

professional development provided to general education teachers working with gifted 

students, and gifted education spending.  (Retains in the gifted student performance 

indicator the performance of gifted students on state assessments (as under current law) 

and the value-added growth measure disaggregated for gifted students.) 

Specifies that required proficiency percentage for each performance indicator is 

85% for the OGT as administered to 11th grade students.   

Permits the State Board to set different percentages than those established by 

statute. 

Adds a provision that exempts districts and buildings from sanctions based on 

annual report card ratings for the first year the assessments developed by the 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) are given 

(scheduled for the 2014-2015 school year) if a district or building experiences a decline 

in performance index score within two standard errors of measure below Ohio's 

statewide average decline in performance score from the previous year. 

Adds a provision requiring the State Board of Education to publicly present a 

description of the methods and performance benchmarks to be used in implementing 

the performance measures at least 45 days prior to the State Board's adoption of rules 

and methods by which the performance measures will be assessed and assigned a letter 

grade.  

Changes the reference to "career-technical dual enrollment programs" (as in the 

House-passed version) to "state-approved career-technical courses offered through dual 

enrollment or statewide articulation." 

Adds a provision requiring the State Board to adopt criteria for acceptable 

industry credentials. 

Specifies that an additional performance index score weight attributed to a 

student who has been allowed to pass over a grade or subject applies only for the school 

year in which the student attained at least a proficient score on an assessment.  



Legislative Service Commission -4- Senate Comm. Amends to Sub. H.B. 555 

Changes to June 30, 2013, the date by which the State Board must specify by rules 

the expected performance levels and benchmarks for (1) graduation rates, (2) percentage of 

students attaining a passing score on the graduation assessments, and (3) annual 

measurable objectives (AMO), rather than March 31, 2013 as under the House-passed 

version.   

For the 2012-2013 school year and thereafter, applies intervention services for 

low-performing school districts to districts and buildings that meet the conditions for 

intervention prescribed by any agreement with the United States Department of 

Education currently in force, rather than those that would have received a rating of "F" 

for the performance index score or a rating of "D" or "F" for the overall value-added 

progress dimension (as in the House-passed version). 

Makes conforming changes in other actions tied to report card ratings. 

Assessments 

Statewide achievement assessments 

Moves the social studies assessments to fourth grade and sixth grade, instead of 

fifth grade and eighth grade as under current law.   

Diagnostic assessments 

Requires each school district to administer each applicable diagnostic assessment 

to third grade students, in addition to first and second grade students as under current 

law. 

Permits school districts that receive the equivalent of an excellent or effective 

rating, as determined by the Department, to use different diagnostic assessments from 

those adopted by the State Board pursuant to continuing law. 

Removes current law references to "adequate yearly progress." 

Evaluation of teachers 

Modifies the House-passed provision requiring student academic growth to 

account for 50% of each evaluation by stating that, when applicable, the value-added 

progress dimension must be used in determining the academic growth portion of the 

evaluation by including a proportional phase-in (based on which year the evaluation 

takes place) to be used when the teacher's schedule is comprised only of courses or 

subjects for which the value-added progress dimension applies. 
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Excludes instructors of adult education from the continuing law requirements 

regarding the standards-based teacher evaluation policy and the framework for 

evaluation of public school teachers.  

Excludes instructors of adult education and substitute teachers from such 

evaluation frameworks for teachers employed by other state agencies. 

Provides that statutory deadlines for a school district board or superintendent to 

give written notice of an intention to reemploy or not to reemploy a teacher, based on 

the results of an evaluation, or the deadlines for a teacher to give notice that the teacher 

does not accept reemployment, prevail over any conflicting provisions of a collective 

bargaining agreement entered into on or after the bill's effective date. 

Third grade reading guarantee 

Adds a provision that, prior to July 1, 2014, a teacher may provide reading 

instruction services to retained students and students with a reading improvement 

monitoring plan if the teacher has been actively engaged in the reading instruction of 

students for the previous three years, provided that the teacher also satisfies one of the 

following criteria: 

(1)  The teacher holds a reading endorsement on the teacher's license; 

(2)  The teacher has obtained a master's degree in reading; 

(3)  The teacher demonstrates evidence of a credential earned from a list of 

programs approved by the Department; 

(4)  The teacher was rated "above value added," which means most effective 

in reading for the last two school years. 

Adds a provision that, beginning July 1, 2014, a teacher may provide reading 

instruction services to retained students and students with a reading improvement 

monitoring plan if the teacher has been actively engaged in the reading instruction of 

students for three years, provided that the teacher either satisfies the requirements of 

(1) or (2) above, or has earned a passing score on a rigorous test of principles of 

scientifically research-based reading instruction selected through competitive bidding 

and approved by the State Board of Education. 

Specifies that a student receiving intense remediation services due to a reading 

disability must receive not less than 90 minutes of "reading instruction" per day, instead 

of 90 minutes of "reading daily" as under current law. 
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Community schools 

Amends current law to permit a community school to be located in multiple 

facilities in the same county provided that the community school is either sponsored by 

a school district board of education having territory in the same county where the 

facilities are located or is managed by an operator. 

(Current law permits multiple facilities in the same county and classmates in 

different facilities within that county only if the governing authority has entered into 

and maintains a contract with an operator.) 

Adds a provision that permits any person serving as a fiscal officer of a 

community school an additional year to obtain a treasurer's license as required by the 

House-passed version of the bill. 

Provides that a drug recovery community school operated in cooperation with a 

court must be considered a dropout prevention and recovery school for purposes of the 

Community School Law. 

Specifies that the State Board of Education, rather than the state Superintendent, 

as under the House-passed version, adopt rules prescribing standards for opening new 

Internet- or computer-based community schools.  

Academic distress commissions 

Replaces the House-passed changes to current law regarding the performance 

triggers for creation of a school district academic distress commission with one that 

requires the state Superintendent to create a commission for a district if for three or 

more consecutive years:  (1) the district has been declared to be in academic emergency 

and has failed to make "adequate yearly progress" (AYP) (current law), (2) the district 

has received a grade of "F" for the performance index score and a grade of "D" or "F" for 

the overall value-added progress dimension, (3) the district has received an overall 

grade of "F" or a grade of "F" for the overall value-added progress dimension, or (4) at 

least 50% of the schools operated by the district have received an overall grade of "D" or 

"F."  

(The House-passed version required the creation of a commission if (1) the 

district has been declared to be in academic emergency and has failed to make AYP for 

four or more consecutive years (current law), (2) the district has received a grade of "F" 

for the performance index score and a grade of "D" or "F" for the overall value-added 

progress dimension for two more consecutive years, (3) the district has received an 

overall grade of "F" or a grade of "F" for the overall value-added progress dimension for 
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two or more consecutive years, or (4) at least 50% of the schools operated by the district 

have received an overall grade of "D" or "F.") 

Columbus pilot restructuring project 

Removes a provision from the House-passed version that, in the 2014-2015 

school year and each year thereafter, subjects schools that have received a "D" or an "F" 

on the value added progress dimension for three or more years to parent petition 

triggered restructuring under the Columbus School District Pilot Project for 

low-performing schools, thereby maintaining current law subjecting only those schools 

ranked in the lowest 5% in performance index score for at least three consecutive years. 

General school restructuring 

Replaces the House-passed provision regarding general school restricting with 

one that requires a district to restructure any school if (1) it is ranked in the lowest 5% of 

all public schools by performance index score for three consecutive school years (as 

under current law) and (2) any combination of the following apply to the school for 

three consecutive school years:  (a) the school is in academic watch or academic 

emergency, (b) the school has received a grade of "F" for the value-added progress 

dimension, or (c) the school has received an overall grade of "F."  

(The House-passed provision required a district to restructure a school if (1) the 

school has been ranked in the lowest 5% of all public schools by performance index 

score for three consecutive school years and is in academic watch or academic 

emergency (current law), (2) the school has received a grade of "F" for the value-added 

progress dimension for three consecutive school years, or (3) the school has received an 

overall grade of "F" for three consecutive school years.)   

Ohio Accountability Task Force 

Abolishes the Ohio Accountability Task Force and removes the House provisions 

renaming the Task Force and modifying its membership and duties.   

Additional reported measures 

Modifies the House provision requiring the reporting of the number of students 

eligible for free lunch under federal law to require instead the reporting of the number 

of students who are "economically disadvantaged" as determined by the Department of 

Education. 
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Expenditure data  

Removes a House provision that added college pre-preparatory boarding schools 

to the current law provisions prescribing the reporting and ranking of annual operating 

expenditures for classroom and nonclassroom purposes and related performance 

rankings. 

Changes the date in which schools must begin reporting expenditure data from 

July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2013. 

Educational Choice scholarship application periods 

Changes the commencement of the implementation of two application periods 

for Educational Choice scholarships to the 2013-2014 school year, instead of the 

2014-2015 school year as under the House-passed version.   

Purpose statement 

Adds an uncodified provision that expresses the intent that the new 

accountability system, which pays special attention to closing the achievement gap, is 

meant "to help prepare the state's students, parents, schools, and communities for the 

increased demands of a 21st Century education . . . and to assist Ohio schools in the 

move to the Common Core through a comprehensive, data-driven evaluation system 

focusing on the goal of assuring that all children graduate adequately prepared for 

success in college or in the workforce." 
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