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Municipal utility districts

Renames municipal-only JEDZs "municipal utility districts." Their powers and
functions are unchanged from current law, but a new Revised Code section is
designated to authorize the newly named districts (R.C. 715.84). The new "MUDs" are
not subject to the bill's proposed JEDZ sunset.

Review councils

Requires only alternative JEDZs created under R.C. 715.691 to establish a joint
economic development review council.

Specifies that if there are not enough business owners or property owners who
will accept appointment to the council or designate a person to serve on their behalf, the
number of positions on the council is reduced accordingly.

Requires the council to hold at least one public meeting before voting to approve
or disapprove the economic development plan.

Requires the council to allow each contracting subdivision and members of the
public the opportunity to present testimony.

Requires the council, if it votes to disapprove the proposed economic
development plan, to provide recommendations to the contracting parties on ways in
which the plan may be changed to meet the approval of the council.

Eliminates the requirement that the council remain active and annually evaluate
the effectiveness of the JEDZ after its creation.

Requires that the council dissolve upon approving the economic development
plan or the substantial amendment to the JEDZ contract.



"Substantial" amendment

Eliminates the addition of another subdivision to a JEDZ as a criterion making an
amendment "substantial" (and thus subject to the additional procedures and
requirements prescribed by the bill).

Renewing alternative JEDZs

Eliminates provisions of the House-passed version that prohibited the renewal of
alternative JEDZ contracts after January 1, 2014. Subdivisions that renew an alternative
JEDZ contract are not required to comply with the additional procedures and
requirements prescribed by the bill.

Right to sue for termination

Eliminates provisions of the House-passed version that allowed businesses and
their employees in the zone to file civil action seeking termination of the JEDZ or, in the
case of alternative JEDZs, the termination of the income tax.

Timing
Prohibits elections on alternative JEDZ contracts on or after January 1, 2015.

Requires contracting subdivisions that have enacted resolutions or ordinances
approving an alternative JEDZ contract before the bill's effective date to comply with
the bill's new procedural requirements if the contract has not yet been approved by
voters.

Declares an emergency rendering the bill's provisions effective immediately.
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