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Opioid abuse prevention education 

Revises to July 1, 2015, instead of July 1, 2014, as under the House-passed 

version, the deadline by which the Governor's Cabinet Opiate Action Team must 

develop recommendations for instruction in prescription opioid abuse prevention and 

submit the recommendations to the Department of Education. 

World history 

Requires one-half unit of instruction in the study of world history and 

civilizations in the high school social studies curriculum. 

Prohibits the State Board of Education and the Department of Education from 

developing or administering an end-of-course examination in the area of world history. 

State assessments 

Phases out the current required physical science end-of-course examination so 

that students entering the ninth grade for the first time between July 1, 2014, and July 1, 

2015, take either the physical science or biology examination, and students entering the 

ninth grade for the first time on or after July 1, 2015, take the biology end-of-course 

examination. 

Requires the Department to make available the physical science end-of-course 

examination until July 1, 2019, for students who wish to retake the physical science end-

of-course examination and who entered the ninth grade for the first time on or after July 

1, 2014, but prior to July 1, 2015. 

Requires the State Board to adopt rules by July 1, 2016, prescribing the 

requirements for the end-of-course examination in the area of science for students who 

have not completed one of the three prescribed graduation pathways by July 1, 2019, 
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due to a student's failure to attain a cumulative passing score on the end-of-course 

examinations and who entered the ninth grade for the first time between July 1, 2014, 

and July 1, 2015. 

Requires the state Superintendent and the Chancellor to select multiple 

nationally standardized assessments that measure college and career readiness (rather 

than one as under current law), from which school districts or schools must choose to 

administer to its students. 

Requires that the nationally standardized assessment to be administered in the 

spring of the school year. 

Exempts from an end-of-course examination students who received high school 

credit for an applicable course prior to July 1, 2015, rather than July 1, 2014, as under 

current law, if the examination was not available for administration prior to July 1, 2015. 

Requires students exempted from such an examination to choose to either (1) be 

considered to have attained a "proficient" score, or (2) use the student's course grade in 

lieu of a score. 

Requires the state Superintendent, in consultation with the Chancellor, to adopt 

guidelines for the purposes of calculating the corresponding final course grades and the 

minimum cumulative performance score that demonstrates the necessary level of 

academic achievement. 

Permits school districts or schools that utilize an integrated approach to 

mathematics instruction to replace the required Algebra I end-of-course examination for 

an integrated mathematics I end-of-course examination and to replace the required 

geometry end-of-course examination for an integrated mathematics II end-of-course 

examination. 

Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, requires final course grades, rather 

than substitute examinations, to be used in lieu of end-of-course examinations in 

specified subjects for students enrolled in courses under the College Credit Plus (CCP) 

Program or an Early College High School (ECHS) Program. 

Specifies for the 2014-2015 school year, depending on the former dual enrollment 

programs in which students are enrolled, which students are required to take substitute 

examinations and which students must use final course grades in lieu of specified end-

of-course examinations. 

Requires the state Superintendent, in consultation with the Chancellor, to adopt 

guidelines for calculating the minimum final course grades for CCP and ECHS courses, 
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as well as specified former dual enrollment courses, that demonstrate the level of 

academic achievement necessary to earn a high school diploma. 

Clarifies deadlines regarding the phase out of the Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) 

and OGT practice assessments. 

For the 2014-2015 school year, requires school districts and schools to administer 

the Ohio Achievement Assessment for English language arts to all third-grade students 

in the spring administration. 

Specifies that student scores on state assessments for the 2014-2015 school year 

be sent to districts and schools by November 15, 2015, instead of within 60 days of 

administration or June 15 as under current law. 

Exempts, for the 2014-2015 school year only, chartered nonpublic schools from 

being required to administer the required end-of-course examinations and exempts 

students from being required to take those examinations. 

Removes the current law September 30 deadline by which the language and 

reading skills portion of the diagnostic assessment must be administered to students in 

kindergarten through third grade for purposes of the third-grade reading guarantee. 

Student attendance reporting 

Removes a current school funding formula provision stating that a student's 

enrollment is considered to cease when the student has 105 continuous hours of 

unexcused absences. 

Specifies that a student in any of grades 9-12 is considered a full-time equivalent 

student if the student is enrolled in at least five units of instruction per school year. 

Admission to schools of children placed in foster homes or residential 
facilities 

Prohibits public and nonpublic school officials from denying admission to a child 

placed in a foster home or residential facility solely because the child does not present a 

birth certificate or other comparable document upon registration. 

Requires the child or the child's parent, custodian, or guardian to present a birth 

certificate or other comparable document to the person in charge of admission of the 

school within 90 days after the child's initial entry into the school. 
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Teach for America licenses 

Requires each participant in the Teach for America (TFA) Program who is 

assigned to teach in Ohio to remain an active member of the TFA support program, for 

the duration of the program, in order to continue to possess a resident educator license. 

Requires the State Board to revoke a participant's resident educator license, if 

that participant resigns or is dismissed from the program prior to completion. 

Montessori community schools 

Adds any institution accredited by the Montessori Accreditation Council for 

Teacher Education to the list of entities that may offer an approved Montessori 

program, and to the list of institutions that may offer a teacher education program for 

alternative resident educator licensure. 

Specifies that community schools with approved Montessori programs must 

provide 455 hours of learning opportunities per school year to students who are under 

the age of five. 

Provision of diabetes care to students by nurses employed by educational 
service centers 

Permits a school district board of education to contract with an educational 

service center (ESC) for the purpose of a school nurse, a registered nurse, or a licensed 

practical nurse who is employed by the ESC providing diabetes care to students in the 

district in accordance with current law. 

Physician use of controlled substances to treat dependence or addiction 

Requires the State Medical Board to establish, by rule, standards and procedures 

for physicians to follow in using controlled substances to treat opioid dependence or 

addiction. 

Modifies the conditions under which buprenorphine is not included in 

determining whether prescribers have exceeded their limits on personally furnishing 

controlled substances. 

Requires, beginning April 1, 2015, that certain prescriber-based business entities 

hold a terminal distributor license from the State Board of Pharmacy in order to possess 

and distribute buprenorphine-containing drugs used to treat drug dependence or 

addiction. 
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Makes a conforming change regarding the conditions under which methadone is 

not included in determining whether prescribers have exceeded their limits on 

personally furnishing controlled substances. 

Miscellaneous provisions 

Permits unexpended, unencumbered funds at the end of fiscal year 2015 

appropriated for the Career Advising and Mentoring Program in the general mid-

biennium review act to be used for the same purpose for fiscal year 2016. 

Corrects an engrossing error from H.B. 487 of the 130th General Assembly, for 

which language clarifying the manner in which state-required assessment questions 

become a public record was omitted. 
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